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Patented Jan.14, 1913. 
Serial No. 698,243. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, RICHARD J. FREEMAN, 

a subject of Great Britain, residing at 
Yoakum, in the county of Dewitt and State 
of Texas, have invented new and useful Im 
provements in Mail-Bag Catchers and De 
liverers, of which the following is a speci 
fication. 
This invention relates to mail bag catch 

ers and deliverers and the principal object 
of the invention is the provision of simple 
and efficient mechanism of this character 
which may be readily and conveniently 
thrown to operative or inoperative position 
and wherein the saddle bars and their re 
spective guards may be alined with the 
track and car so as to avoid accidents caused 
by projecting parts. 
A further object of the invention resides 

in providing catchers with novel locking 
mechanism which prevents the accidental 
disengagement of the sack after the same 
has been initially caught therein. 

Further objects of this invention will ap 
pear as the following specific description is 
read in connection with the accompanying 
drawings, which form a part of this appli 
cation, and in which:- 

Figure 1 is a view showing the car mech 
anism in side elevation and the track mech 
anism in rear elevation and with sacks 
thereon in position to be engaged by the 
catchers. Fig. 2 is a similar view showing 
the mechanism after the sacks have been 
caught. Fig. 3 is a top plan view. Fig. 4 
is a perspective view of the car catcher. 
Fig. 5 is a longitudinal section therethrough. 
Fig. 6 is a detail perspective view of one of 
the saddle bars and its associated parts. 
Fig. 7 is a section taken through the saddle 
bars. Fig. 8 is a detail section on the line 
8-8 of Fig. 2. 

Referring more particularly to the draw 
ings, 1 represents an ordinary mail car hav 
inga door opening 2 formed thereon, as is 
usual, so that the mail sacks can be received 
from the catcher and placed upon the saddle 
bars of the deliverer. Secured to the out 
side of the car adjacent the door is a bracket 
3 to which is pivoted a supporting arm 4 
having a diagonal brace rod 5 extending up 
wardly from a similar bracket 6 lower down 
on the frame. This supporting arm 4 car 
ries a pair of separated standards 7 upon 
which saddle bars 8 are pivotally mounted. 

These saddle standards have one vertical 
side 9 and three vertical sides 10 in which 
are formed holes 11 for the reception of pins 
12 carried upon the guard plates 13 which 
are hinged to the saddle bars 8. By lifting 
the guard plates 13, the pins 12 are re 
moved from the holes 11 and turning the 
Saddle bar on the standard, the guard plates 
may be made to aline with the supporting 
bar 4, as will be clearly understood. When 
this is done, the plates are lowered so that 
the pins will engage the apertures on that 
side of the standard. The saddle bars are 
inclined from their outer ends toward the 
centers thereof so as to provide pockets for 
the reception of the mail bag. The outer 
end of the bar 4 is bifurcated as shown at 
14, and journaled in the bifurcation is a 
pivoting block 15 having a central aperture 
16 extending therethrough adapted to piv 
otally receive a pintle 17 with a square sec 
tion 18 having pins 19 extending from op 
posite front and rear faces thereof so as to 
be engaged by a hook 20 carried by a sec 
tion arm 21 which runs parallel with the 
arm 4 and which is separated therefrom by blocks 22. Immediately below the squared 
Section. 19, the frame is reduced, as shown at 
28, and journaled on the reduced portion is 
a square block 24 which is engaged in the 
bifurcated end of the bar 21. The frame 
then extends laterally into a finger support 
ing arm 25 which has pivoted thereon a 
sack engaging finger 26 having shoulders 27 
formed thereon. This finger travels in a 
slot 28 formed in the guard arm 29 carried 
by the same and has hinged thereto for lim 
ited movement a guard finger 30. Pivoted 
to the frame is a pair of locking dogs 31 
having shoulders 32 formed thereon to en 
gage beneath the shoulder 27 on the fingers 
26 when the latter is depressed by the sack, 
as will be hereinafter described. These 
locking dogs are normally held on top of 
the finger 26 and are limited in their up 
Ward movement by pins 33. When the 
finger 26 is engaged by the sack, it will be 
depressed into the space between the arms 
25 and 29, the finger 30 will be raised to 
close the entrance, and the dogs will be 
dropped down on the sack and the finger 30 
will thereby be prevented from lowering on 
account of the shoulders 32 engaging the 
shoulder 27 with the finger. 

Secured to the opposite side of the door 
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frame are brackets 34 to which are secured 
separated bars. 35 arranged in parallel re 
lation and having longitudinal slots 36 
therein which are adapted to receive piv 

5 oted bolts 37 extended from opposite sides 
of a brace rod 37, whose opposite end is 
pivotally connected to the bar 21. This bar 
carries an auxiliary brace bar 3S inclined 
from a central point on the bar 37 to which 
it is connected and being pivotally secured 
to the bar 4 at its end. Pivoted to a plat 
form 39 which extends between the brackets 
34 is a pawl 40 having a notched free end to 
engage the end of the brace bar 37 so as to 
hold the same in position, whereby the 
catcher and deliverer on the car will be 
held in operative position. A pin 41 is car 
ried by the pawl for manipulating the same 
and when the pawl is out of the path of the 
end of the brace bar 37, the catcher and de 
liverer may be folded back across the door 
Way, as shown in dotted lines in Fig. 1. 
When this is done, the saddle guards are 
turned, as shown in dotted lines, and the 
catcher frame has its block 24 raised out of 
the bifurcated end of the arm 21, the frame 
being in alinement with said arm, as shown. 
Secured to the lower end of the frame is a 
diagonal foot 42 which will enter the slot 

30 of the upper bar 35, thus permitting the 
Whole frame to be supported and to be held 
flat against the car side. 

It Will be noticed from the structure de 
Scribed that the catcher frame is capable of 

35 horizontal movement in either direction 
upon the Supporting arms or bars 4 and 21 
and is also capable of vertical swinging to 
??? the position shown in dotted lines in 

ig. 1. 
The track structure comprises a base 43 

Which carries a turn table 44 of any suitable 
type and supported upon the upper plate of 
the turn table standard 45. This standard is 
Suitably held in upright position by braces 
46 at the upper end of which is mounted a 
platform 47. Extending outwardly from 
the platform is a supporting arm 48 which 
is braced to the standard by a diagonal strut 
49. This arm 48 carries a pair of saddlebar 
Supporting standards 50 with the usual sad 
dle bars and guard plates, as heretofore 
shown and described at 8 and 13. The bag 
to be delivered to the car is placed upon 
these saddle bars and is caught by the 
catcher, as Will be readily understood. The 
upper part of the standard 45 is provided 
With converging supporting bars 51 whose 
Outer ends are connected to the standard by 
a diagonal brace bar 52. The standard and 

60 horizontal arm 53 are separated from the 
arms 51 but lying in a parallel plane there 
with, which arm together with the arms 51 
hold the catchers 54 and 55 adapted to re 
ceive the bag from the saddle bars on the 

65 car mechanism. Each of the saddle bars 
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used in the structure are bifurcated at their 
ends, as shown at 51", to pivotally receive 
retaining dogs 52' which have their lower 
end provided with a weight 53 which is 
raised so as to bring its beveled edge 54' 
against the under side of the Saddle bar 
when the bag is removed. 

In practice, if it is found necessary, the 
standard 45 may be made vertically or hori 
Zontally adjustable to obtain correct position 
of its catching and delivering mechanism 
with relation to the catching and delivering 
mechanism on the car. 
What is claimed is:- 
1. In a mail bag catcher, a rotating stand 

ard, a catching mechanism carried thereby, 
and delivering mechanism comprising Saddle 
bar supporting standards, and saddle bars 
mounted thereon for horizontal rotation, 
whereby the same may be turned at right 
angles to the path of travel of the train. 

2. In combination, catching mechanism 
and delivering mechanism comprising sup 
porting standards, Saddle bars pivotally 
mounted thereon, and catcher shields hinged 
to the saddle bars. 

3. In combination, catching mechanism 
and delivering mechanism comprising ? 
porting standards, saddle bars pivotally 
mounted thereon, catcher guards hinged to 
the saddle bars, and means to connect the 
guards to a plurality of sides of the stand 
ards. 

4. In combination, catcher mechanism 
and delivering mechanism comprising a pair 
of vertical standards having apertures in 
three sides thereof, of saddle bars pivotally 
mounted to the top of the standards, guard 
members hinged to said saddle bars, and 
means carried by the guard members for en 
tering the apertures in the standard. 

5. In combination, catching mechanism 
and delivering mechanism comprising a pair 
of vertical standards, each having three in 
clined sides with apertures therein, saddle 
bars pivoted to the top of the standards, 
catcher guard plates hinged to the saddle 
bars, and pins carried by the catcher guard 
plates for entering the apertures in the 
standard. 

6. In a device of the class described, a 
horizontal Swinging Supporting member, a 
pivoting block journalled therein for hori 
Zontal rotation, and a catcher mounted in 
the pivoting block for vertical rotation. 

7. In a device of the class described, a 
horizontal Swinging supporting member, a 
pivoting block journalled therein for hori 
Zontal rotation, a catcher mounted in the 
pivoting block for vertical rotation, and 
means for holding the catcher in operative 
position at right angles to the support. 

8. A device of the class described com 
prising a pivoted support, a movable brace 
therefor, a catcher pivoted to the support 
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for vertical and horizontal movement, and said first finger, and coacting means on the 
means carried by the catcher for supporting pawl and finger for locking the finger after 
it on the brace in alinement with the sup- its initial operation by the sack. 
port. In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

5 9. A mail bag catcher comprising a sup- in presence of two witnesses. 
porting arm, a bag tripping finger carried RICHARD J. FREEMAN. thereby, a guard finger arranged at an angle 
to said first finger and operated thereby, a Witnesses: 
guide for the first finger, a pair of pawls A. B. KERR, 

10 pivoted to the arm and adapted to rest upon E. G. ADAMS. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.’ 


