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This mventmn relates to key holders.

One objéet of “this invention isto provnie a }'eyr

- holder which by a simplé manipulation will atito~
matically select one key from several keys o1t
the ‘holder, either in dayllght or in darkiiess,
without requiring any effort on the bart of the
operator to locate the key.

Another object is to-provide a “keyholdér which

" by the aid of a simple mechanism automatlca,lly
selects a chosen key out of a group of keys carried
by the holder, the weight of the tinchosen keys
cooperating with the case.to automatically expose
the chosen key When the kéyholder is held in a
éértain manter by the user. - -

Another object is to provide a keyholder Which
automatically selects one of a.group of keys inthe
holder, without the use of springs, latch mecha-

nism or push buttons and without the need for

any mental effort on the part: of the user, who
" merely is reduired: to hold -the: Keyholder-in a
ceértain manner-and permit the unselected: Keys to
drop-away from the selected Key by the force of
gravity; the presence of the ¢ise being preferable
but not necessary’ ’co the proper functionihg of
the key holder.. .

Another object is to provide a key holder having
several keys carried in.a casé and particiitarly
Wen—adapted to éarrying an autoimnobile ignition
kéy, the case being so constructed that When the
jgnition key is inserted in the ignition switch on
the dash of the automobile, it cooperates with the
case to prevent the other keys from ratfling or
contacting the dash.

In the drawings:

‘Figure 1 is a front elevatmn of a key holder
according to a preferred form of the invention,
with four keys held thereby;

Figure 2 is a right-hand side elevation of the
key holder shown in Figure 1;

Figure 3 is a top plan view of the key holder
shown in Figures 1 and 2;

Figure 4 is a fragmentary vertical sec*iuon ta ken
along the line §—4 in Figure 2;-

Figure 5 is a fragmentary perspectwe view of
the upper portion of the key holder case;

Figure 6 is a side elevation showing the menner
in which the key holder is held in the hand at
the start of the key-selecting operation.

Figure 7 is a view similar to Figure 6, but show-"

ing. the position of the parts after the second
operation in manipulating the key holder; and

Figure 8 is a side elevation of the key holder-

of Figures 1 to 7 inclusive, wherein one of the keys
cooperates with the case to prevent contact of
the other keys with the dash board or other sur-
face into which the key is inserted.
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Referrm,, to the drawings in detail, Figures 1 -
to. 4 inclusive show a prefeérred form of the key
holder of the present invention, generally desig-
ngted 106, as consisting generally of a pivot strug=
ture’ 11 and a caseé 12 loosely and p1vota11y
mounted thereon. The case 2 is- op‘tmnal bubis -
preferably eraployed in order to brotect the lin~
ing of the pockets, haridbag or other receptacle
in which the keys are placed. ANy nurmber of
keys ‘may e carried by thé key holdst, but for
purposes of 111ustrat10n thére is showi. ong §e-
lected key 18 whlch it is desired to automatically
expose, whether in darkiness or hght and thrée
other unselected keys 4. ’
The “pivot structure i1 on which the keys i3
and 14 .are mounted consists of externally afd

* internally threaded screw members {1 and {8 re-
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- of _different diameters.

30

40

45

50

55

-threaded bore

(Figuré -4), the latter haVing a
{9 mto which: ths  threaded
stent 29 of the fofmer is inserted. The mem-

spectively

bers 11 and {8 are provided Wwith enlarged hedds

21 and- 22 respectively, and annhular integral
flanges 23 ahd 24 spaced axially away from the
heads 21 and 22, along the shank portions 25
and 26 respectwely ‘On the oppos1te side of the
ﬁange portmns 23 and 24 the merbers 17 and
18 dre provided with shank portionsg 27 and 28
‘A ‘washet” 29 having 4.
hole 30 i§ Ioosely mourited ofi the shank portion
27 of the member iT and has a diameter greater
than the diameter of the shank portion 28 of
the member 18. 'The shank 28 is of a diameter
sufficiently small to pass loosely through the holes
in the keys {4 so that the latter pivot loosely
around it. The selected key. i3, however, is held
tightly between the flange portion 23 and washer
29 by screwing the threaded members {7 and (8
firmly together.

The case 12 is of approximately U-shaped
cross-section and has aligned holes 2{ and 32
(Figures 4 and 5) in the opposite side walls
thereof which are sufficiently large to be streteched
over the flange portions 23 and 24 without passing
freely back over these flange portions. The rear
wall or connecting wall of the case 2 is provided
with a notch 83 for a purpose described below.
The case 12 is made from any suitable material,
leather being found to be particularly suitable
because of its yielding and stretching character-
istics, as well as'its softness. - The screw heads 17
and {8 are provided with the usual slots 36 and
35 respectively for the insertion of a screw driver.

In the use of the invention, let it be assumed,
as previously stated, that the selected key (3 is
tightly clamped between the flange portions 23
and the washer 29 by firmly: screwing - the
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threaded members {71 and {8 together, the end of
the shank 28 of the threaded member (8 en-
gaging and urging the washer 29 against the
side of the selected key (3. Let it also be as-
sumed that the unselected keys 14 are mounted
to pivot loosely and freely about the shank por-
tion 28 of the threaded member 18.

To select the key {3 from the holder 10 and
expose it, the operator grasps the holder with the
heads 21 and 22 of the pivot structure (i held
firmly between the thumb and index finger of
the hand (Figure 6) and with the case 12 con-
taining the keys 13 and 14 held with its open side
upward. To select the key, the operator permits
the case {2 and the keys {4 therein to drop to a
vertical position (Figure 7) under the force of
gravity while maintaining a tight grip on the
pivot structure i1 between his thumb and fore-
finger. Since the keys {4 and case 12 are loosely
and pivotally mounted on the pivot structure (I,
they drop freely into a vertical position. Since
the selected key 13, however, is clamped tightly
to the pivot structure {1, it remains in a hori-
zontal position when the case 12 and unselected
keys 14 drop away from it by gravity.

‘When the keyholder 19 is used to hold an auto-
mobile ignition key, the notch 33 comes into play
to prevent either the remaining keys or the case
from touching the surface of the dash board or
other member 40 into which the key is inserted.
The bottom of the notch 33 is slightly above the
level of the axis of the holes 3{ and 32 (Figure 5)
so that the key case {2 will be held in an inclined
position (Figure 8) with the bottom of the.notch
23 pushed against the key in the ignition switch
41, the case 12 being held in this position. by the
weight of the remaining keys i4.

What I claim is: : I

1. A key holder for automatically selecting a
selected key from one or more unselected keys
comprising an elongated pivot structure having
enlarged heads at its opposite ends and having a
substantially smooth external pivot surface lying
between said heads, said pivot structure includ-
ing a pair of pivot elements arranged coaxially
with one another, one of said pivot elements bear-
ing a key abutment thereon, and a key clamping
member on said abutment bearing pivot element,
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the other pivot element being adapted to urge
said clamping member and the selected key into
clamping engagement therewith against said
abutment and fixedly and immovably secure said
selected key to said abutment, said other pivot
element being adapted to loosely and pivotally
fit the holes in the unselected keys.

2. A key holder for automatically selecting a
selected key from one or more unselected keys
comprising ‘an elongated pivot- structure having
enlarged heads at its opposite ends and having a
substantially smooth external pivot surface lying

-between said heads, said pivot structure including

an internally threaded screw element, a key
clamping member having a hole therethrough,
and .an externally threaded screw element
threaded through the hole in said clamping
member into said internally threaded screw ele-
ment, said externally threaded screw element
having a key abutment thereon and a shank por-
tion adapted to pass through the hole in the
selected key, and saild internally threaded screw
element having a portion adapted to clampingly
urge said clamping member against said selected
key and said selected key fixedly and immovably
against said abubtment, said internally threaded
screw element having: a 'shank portion adapted to
pass loosely through the holes in the unselected
keys. . -
' LOUIS J. MAAS.
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