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To all.whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Esse J. HaxNsex, a
citizen of the United States, residing ‘at
Harlan, in the county of Shelby and State
of Towa, have invented a certain new and
‘useful Velocipede, of which the following is
a specification. ‘

The object of my invention is to provide
an improved velocipede frame of simple,
durable and inexpensive construction es-
pecially designed to simulate a horse or
other animal so arranged that the front legs
may be connected to and supported by the

‘steering wheel and also so arranged that the

jeint batween the front legs and the body
will have. a neat and finished appearance
whern the said front legs and the fork are

. .extended to any angle within the-scope of
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the fork movement; and further to provide
a simple and inexpensive construection be-

tween the steering fork stem and the main

frame, » ] _
My invention consists in certain details,

-in the construction, arrangement and com-

bination of the various parts of the device,
whereby the objects contemplated are at-
tained, as hereinafter more fully set forth,
pointed out in my claims and illustrated in
the accompanying drawings, in which:
Figuré 1 shows a vertical, central, sec-
tional view of a complete velocipede em-
bodying my invention, and Fig. 2 shows a
horizontal section of same on the line 2—2

of Fig. 1. :
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Referring to the accompanying drawings,
I have used the reference numeral 10 to in-
dicate the main frame member which is
preferably made of a heavy solid piece of

"wood approximately 2x8 inches in section.

This main frame member is wholly con-
cealed in the finished velocipede and hence
need not be nccurately made or carefully
finished. 1 preferably shape the top edge
and the resr portion of this main frame
member to fit the contour of the sheet metal
body hereinafter described and the length
of said frame member is substantially that
of the sheet metal body of the animal herve-
inafter described from the front of the ani-
mal’s neck to the rvear of the animals body.
This frame member 10 is provided with o
vertically extended round opening near. its
forward portion extending through it from

_top to bottom and this' may be made with
an auger in the ordinary_manner.

‘considerable

The body of the animal is preferably
formed complete of two Ppieces of sheet
metal united aleng o central longitudinal
line and being shaped to have the appear-
ance of an animal, preferably a horse. The

-two parts of the sheet metal body-may be
.united in any ordinary way.

I preferably
however unite the parts of the head by
solder and the remaincer of the parts may
be connected by nails or screws directly with
the main wooden frame member 10 and the
joint; between said parts is preferably cov-
ered by a sheet. metal strip.

“In the drawings, the numeral 11 indicates
the sides of the sheet metal body and 12 the
strips for concealing the joints.. The lower
portion of the body is'left open and there is
a congiderable space between the main frame
10 and the lower sides of the body. Further-
more, in order to provide for concealing the
joint between the front legs and the sheet
metal body the lower portion of the sheet
metal body is.extended downwardly to a
distance " below the wooden
frame member 10, as clearly shown in Fig.
1. In addition to this and for the purpose
of providing a tight joint between the front
legs and fhe body the sides of the sheet
metal body portion at the points indicated by
the numeral 13 in Fig. 2 are preferably ar-
ranged on curves concentric with the open-
ing in the wooden body for the steering
stem, the purpose of which will hereinafter
appear.

The reference numeral 14 indicates the
rear axle on which the rear supporting
wheels 15 ave mounted. This rear axle is
connected to the main frame member 10 by
means of two braces 16, the upper ends of
which extend between the main frame mem-
ber 10 and the sides 11 of the sheet metal
body and they ave securely fixed to the main
frame in any ordiniry way. The lower
ends of said braces arve connected 16 the axle
14, The vear legs of the animal are pref-
erably made of wood, sheet metal or other
desirable material and ave indicated by the
numeral 17. Their upper ends extend be-
tween the sheet metal body 11 and the main
frame member 10 and the outer portions of
the leg members ave shaped to fit the con-
tour of the rear of the sheet metal body por-
tion, as clearly shown in Fig. 2, so that the
device when completed presents the appear-
ance of having the sheet metul body portion
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and the legs made continuous. The lower
ends of the legs are secured by brackets 18
to the rear axle: ,

,The reference numeral 19 indicates the
front axle to which the steering wheel 20
is connected and said axle is provided with
craniks 21 and pedals 22 of the ordinary
kind. This axle is mounted in a metal fork
23 and at the top of the fork is a horizon-
tally arranged cross head 24. Projecting
straight upwardly from said cross head is
the steering stem 25 which is designed to
project through the opening in the main
frame member 10. The upper surface of the
cross head 24 is designed to rest against the
lower surface of the main frame member 10
and on.the top of the cross head 24 is s
rounded bearing portion 26 that engages-the
lower portion of the wooden frame member
and thereby permits the cross head to freely
rotate relative to the woeden frame mermber.
The stem 23 projects up through the wooden
frame member 10 and also through an open-
ing provided for it in the top of the sheet
metal body. Swurrounding this opening in
the sheet metal body is a flat surface indi-
cated in Fig. 1 by the numeral 27 to form
a bearing on which the center of the handle
bar 28 may rest. This handle bar is detach-
ably connected with the stem 23 by & cotter
pin 29 or.in any ordinary way.

The front legs 30 of the animal are se-
cured to the outer surfaces of the fork mem-
bers 23 and they extend {rom a point below
the cross head 24 downwardly to any de-
sired distance. At the upper portion of the
front legs the outer surfaces thereof are
preferably rounded to conform to a circle
concentric with the centér of the steering
head so that as the steering head rotates the
front legs will fit close to the interior of the
forward portion of the sheet metal body.
As before stated the upper ends of these legs
are below the wooden frame 10 so that the
legs will not at any time sirike upon the
wooden body. Tn some instances it 1s desir-
able to limit the rotary movement of the
cross head 24 relative to the hody and for
this purpose I have provided on the top of
the eross head two upwardly projecting lugs
31 designed to engage the adjavent sides of
the frame 10 and thus limit the rotary move-
ment of the eross head by having said lugs

P

“engage the sides thereof.

80

Some of the great advantages of my in-
vention are that the device may be con-
structed very Inexpensively: that it is ex-
tremely strong and durable and that it may
be made according to my invention in a very
neat and attractive form. The wooden
frame member 10, although of cheap and in-
expensive construction, performs a number
of very important functions in this deviee—
it is the main portion of the supporting
frame; it also serves as the frame upon
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which the sheet metal body is secured and

it is so shaped that the sheet metal body may

be secured to it at.all of the points where,.
said sheet metal body requires support to

make it exiremely strong and durable. /It »q
also is provided with an opening which forms
the sole bearing for the steering head. In
addition to this it provides a limiting means
to coact with the lugs 81. The sheet metal
body not only is designed to represent an 45

anima] sich as a horse but it iz shaped to

furnish a conveniént seat for the operator
and it projects some distance below the
wooden frame member 10 to thereby conceal
the connection between the lege and braces gg
and the main body portion 10 which other-
wise would present.an objectionable appear-
ance. The entire steering! fork, cross head
and steering stem may all be cast complete

in a single piece without expensive machine gs-

work and the steering stem may be detach-
ably connected with the bddy to which. it is
held only by means of a single cotter pin 29.

I claim as my invention i :

1. An improved velocipede, comprising a 90
main frame member having an opening near
its forward portion, a sheet metal body hav-
ing its central portion shaped to form an
operator’s seat and being connected to and

supported by the main frame member at the g5

iront, rear and top, the lower portion there-
of being open and being extended below the
main frame member, rear wheels supported
by the main frame member, the supports

therefor being extended between the sides of 100"

the sheet metal body and the main frame
member, a steering fork, a steering wheel
therein, « cross head for the fork, a steering
stem extended upwardly through the open-

ing in the said frame member, g handle bar 105

fixed to the upper end thereof, there being
front leg members on the sides of the steer-
ing fork and extended uwpwardly above the
lower edge of the sheet metal body.

2

ps

main frame member having an opening near

forward portion, a sheet metal body hav-
ing its central portion shaped to form an
operator’s seat and being connected to and’

supported by the main frame member at the 115

front, rear and top, the lower portion there-
of being open and being extended below the
main frame member, rear wheels supported
by the main {rame member, thé supporis
therefor being
the sheet metal body and the main frame
member, n steering fork, & steering wheel
therein, n cross head for the fork, a steering
stem extended upwardly through the open-

ing in (he said frame member, a handle bar 125

fixed to the upper end thereof, and front leg
members fixed to the sides of the steering
fork and extended upwardly abovesthe lower
edge of the sheet metal body, the upper ends

of the front legs and the adjacent portions 130

An nnproved velocipede, comprising a 110

extended between the sides of ‘126
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of the sheet metal body being both curved on
tines substantially concentric to the steering
stem so that the legs sibstantially fit the
~ contour of the sheet metal body when the
5 steering wheel is oxtended to any angle

relative to the body. :

3. An improved veloeipede, comprising &
main frame member having an opening near
its forward portion, a sheet metal body hav-
ing its central portion shaped to form an op-
erator’s seat and being connected to and sup-
ported by the main frame member ab the
Front, rear and top, the lower portion there-
of being open and being extended below the
main frame member, rear wheels supported
by the main frame member, the supports
therefor being extended between the sides of
the sheet metal body and’ the main frame
mamber, a steering fork, a- steering wheel
therein, a cross head for the fork, a steering
stem extended upwardly through the open-
ing in the said frame member, » handle bar
fixed to the upper end thereof and front leg
members fixed to the sides of the steering
fork and extended upwardly above the lower
edge of the sheet metal body, and a lug fixed
in position on the eross head and extended
upwardly and designed to engage the sides
of the main frame o limit the rotary move-
ment of the steering stem.

4. In a velocipede, the combination of =
wooden main frame having a substantially
vertical opening extended through its for-
ward portion, a two-part sheet metal body
chaped to simulate an animal, the central

portion of the body being also shaped to
form o suitable operator’s seat, the parts of
the sheet metal body being supported by the
wooden frame and secured thereto

at the

front, rear and top, cuid sheed metal body 4
being also provided with an opening in line
with the epening in the wooden frame and
with a flat portion swrrotnding said open-
ing to form a bearing, the lower edges of the
sheet metal body being extended below the
lower edge of the wooden frame, vear legs
fixed to the wooden frame and extended
downwardly between it and the adjacent
porticns of the sheet metal body, a rear axle,
teons for connecting the lower ends of the
rear legs to the rear axle, hraces fixed to the
rear axle extended forwardly and upwardly
between the sides of the shect metal body
and the wooden frame and being fixed to the
wooden frame, a fronb axle, pedals thereon,
g steering fork connected to the front axle,
a cross head at the lop of the steering fork,
a steering stem at the top of the cross head
extended upwardly through the opening in
the wooden frame to a point above the sheet
metal body, & handls bar detachably mount-
ad thereon and resting upon said besring
portion in the sheet metal body and forward
{eg members fixed to the outer surfaces of
the steering’ forks, extended upwardly to a
point above the lower edge of the sheet
metal body and to a point below the lower
edge of the wooden frame, the outer sur-
faces of the upper portion of the front legs
and the adjacent portions of the sheet metal
body being rounded in » manner substan-
tially concentric to the steering stem, for the
purposes stated.
Des Moines, Towa, Decembes 9, 1911,
. TBBE J. HANSEN.
Witnesses:
C. T Swrrr,
Jas. LAURITSEN.
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