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13 Clalms

This invention relates to decoratxve molding -or
trim for plumbing fixtures such:as bathtubs, sinks,
washtubs, lavatories -or -analogous : articles -and,
‘more.particularly,-to-a- trim:- member .for:-connec-
ting or-joining wall covering installed on the- walls
of .a:room: and the -rim or-edge.of -a plumbing
fixture in:such.manner as:to-obviate unsightly
- cracks or.gaps therebetween .and.seepage or.pene-
tration . of :splashed -water into the, plaster and
its subsequent infiltration- into ;the :backing .of
the.wall covering and the.adhesive used:-to. secure
it.in . place. -

“Built-in” bathtubs, for example, .as -installed
in-dwellings .or.other -huildings, .are usuvally set
Jnpto..a .nook in the bathroom and.contact with
the wall of.the room-on.three sides, or.they.are
located in the corner of-the.room and engage two
walls of the room. -In the installation of linoleum
wall-cavering, such-covering is.adhesively secured
to.the plastered:-walls of the room and may. extend
to the rim .of the bathtub. In.seme.cases, the
back surface of the covering.adjacent the tub.is
covered with waterpraoof cement fo.prevent-pene-
tration .of moisture to.the.back of the. covering
_and .subsequent . deterioration .of the .covering.
Linoleum type wall covering, of. course, is.eom=-
posed of a thin layer of linoleum . composition
calendered on.a woven .fabric ‘backing .such as
_closely woven cotton sheeting.

It has been found when a tub.is: 1nsta11ed ina
new house a substantially watertight joint.can be
formed by such_means. However, as the struc-
tural members of the house or-building . expand
or contract or when. the house settles,. the rim..of

‘the tub generally moves away from the wall cover-:

"ing and opens a considerable crack or-gap hetween
the tub and the covering. "This is.unsightly. and
“detracts. from the appearance of the. installation
.as well as permits splashed water to seep .or
penetrate between the fub and the. covering.
Even though the rear surface at the edge.of the
“wal] covering be moisture resistant, because of the
application of waterprocf cement.thereto in the
_installation of the covering, the plaster coating on
-the . wall . absorbs moisture and by capillary. at-
traction transfers the absorbed moisture to the
fabric backing of .the wall covering. .Absorption
_of moisture by the fabric backing deteriorates the
.wall covering with resulfing loosening of .the bond

between it and the wall-and in many. cases.seri- -

ously .affects the complete installation. requiring
replacement .of the wall covering.

The chief obiect.of my invention is to- prov1de
.a_decorative trim member for connecting or.join-~

_ing linoleym.wall covering. installed.on the walls 55
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of a.room. and the edge or.rim, of a. plumbmg
fixture-such as a bathtub,.sink, washtub,.lavatory
or analogous.article disposed .adjacent. thereta.
An ebject of my. invention. is:to provide-means to
eliminate or conceal lnsightly. gaps.or: cracks.he-

tween the tub and.the ;wall.covering created.by
" settling of the- structure.

A further.ohject. is.to
provide .a substantially .watertight .joint between

the installed wall covering.and:the.rim of. the

tub. A still further. object is to provide.a joint
construction between the rim of built-=in Jathtubs
and the .Jower .edge of installed linocleum wall

-covering which is. effeetive 10 .eliminate the oh-

jectionable; appearance created. by:settling of the
tub after.the installation: is. completed-and which

.serves to.prevent. penetration.of water to the,back
.cf the covering.

-A still.further..objeet.is. to-pro-
vide a.trim-member for bathiubs,which.is. eco-

‘nomical,. easily.and quickly.installed, and.which
contains an -element, movable:to canceal-or hide
-any.gap. or.crack between. the Fim of . the tub: and

the installed.wall covering..
This invention relates. to B tr1m member for

-plumbing fixtures which.comprises.a web, having
-a-recess therein adapted fo reeeive.and to conegal

the edge of a wall covering and a.socket-for the
reception of a fixture .engaging.. member .and a

‘fixture-engaging member. secured.in. said Socket.
Preferably the fixture.engaging member-1is. fric-

tionally held in_the socket-and is.movable, d,own—

.wardly to conceal ahy gap or crack between the
rim of .the tub_and the wall covering while, it is
so.retained in the.socket.

This -invention further relates t0.a; bulldmg
construction which comprises, in. combination, a

plumbing fixture having a rim around.its upper
end, _
_plastered wall .of a.room-and.spaced from . the
fixture, and .a trim member disposed between and

wall covering. adhesivély .secured.-to . the

substantially closing the space-between the fixtire

and the wall_covering. The trim member.com-
_prises a.web having.a recess which receives the
edge.of .the wall covering .and -a.socket-for_the
_reception-of a fixture engaging member, .and ‘a
5 .fixture engaging member ‘frictionally retained.in
_the.socket and engaging the fixturs.. Px;eferably,
.2 gasket-is provided .in the. structure . disposed
rearwardly. of -the fixture engaging . member and

compressed between the rim of the. fixturé and the

-web,.sealing . the space therebetween to. prevent
_penetration of. splashed .water. rearwal;dly of the

tub.
The attached drawmg 111ustrates a preierred
embodiment. of my invention, in which
JFigure lis a. fra,gmentary perspectwe-{_ iew, of a
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room having a wall covered with linoleum wall
covering .and a built-in bathtub connected and
joined by the trim member of my invention;

Figure 2 is a sectional view in exaggerated scale
of the building construction, illustrating the use
of the trim member;

Figure 3 is an isometric view of the trim mem-
ber;

Figure 4 is an isometric view of the gasket used
to seal the building structure; and

Figure 5 is a sectional view, similar to Figure 2,
jllustrating the use of a modified form of trim
member.

Referring to the drawing, there is shown in Fig-
ure 1 a built-in bathtub 2 placed in a corner of
a room adjacent two walls of the room. It will
be understood, of course, the tub 2 may be dis-
posed in a nook in a room and thus engage three
walls of the room. Generally, suitable studding
3 is provided to form supporting framework for
the wall, which may be composed of plaster lath
or plasterboard 4; a layer or coating of plaster 5
is placed thereover and forms the exposed sur-
face_of the wall prior to the application of the
wall covering. The corners of the room may be
rounded by means of fillet strips 6 composed of
any suitable material. Linoleum like wall cover-
ing 1 is adhesively bonded to the plaster coating
5 _and forms the decorative wall covering; the
covering T extends adjacent, but not in contact
with the upper edge or rim 8 of the tub 2, leav-
ing an open space or gap therebetween. Dis-
posed between the edge of the wall covering T and
the rim 8 of the tub 2 is a trim member 8 which
serves to fill the space between the covering and
-the rim of the tub and enhances the appearance
of the finished installation. The member 9 may
‘be formed ‘of any suitable material which is water
‘resistant, noncorrosive, and which may be eco-
nomically and quickly. shaped to desired form:
‘preferably those portions of the trim member 9
_exposed to view are formed of stainless steel,
~while those portions not exposed to view may
be formed of a cheaper material such as cold
rolled steel or, if desired, member 9 may be
molded of any suitable plastic composition.

Trim member 9 comprises a web [0 which ex-
tends downwardly, outwardly and upwardly form-
"ing a channel or recess Il adapted to receive the
“edge of wall covering 1. A flange 12 extends out-
_wardly and downwardly from the web 10 and
forms, in combination with the outer wall of the
channel or recess {1, a socket {3 for the reception
. of a fixture engaging member (4. The flange 12

_preferably is integrally united with the web 10.
A second plate or flange 15 extends downwardly,
inwardly ‘and upwardly and forms a channel (6
for the reception. of plaster coating 5. The
downwardly extending wall {5’ of the channel 16
and the downwardly extending portion 18’ of web
I8 are secured together by any suitable means,
preferably, by electric welding or riveting, The
upwardly .extending backing portion 15’ of plate
5. confains a plurality of openings 17T to aid in
bonding plaster in the channel 16 and is adapted
“to be nailed to the supporting framework of the
.wall to retain the trim member in predetermined
position in_the structure. The downwardly ex-
tending portion 10’ of the web 1, which forms
the_rear wall of the recess |1, may be deformed
by embossing, corrugating, or the like, if de-
sired, to assist in bonding the. lmoleum wall cov-
ering in the recess.
.. Fixture engaging member (4 comprises an up-
per portion (4’ adapted to be disposed within the
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socket 13 and to be retained therein by a fric-
tional or force fit. The lower portion {4’’ of
member 10 is curved outwardly and downwardly
and is adapted to engage the rim of the plumbing
fixture 2. Member 14 is movable downwardly
when the structure is in use to engage the rim
of the plumbing fixture while Irictionally re-
tained - in ‘socket 13 and :thus may be moved
downwardly to conceal any crack or gap between
the trim member and the tub created by set-
tling of the tub or expansion and contraction of
the structural members of the house.

The edge of the linoleum wall covering T dis-
posed in the channel or recess I in the member

-9 preferably is coated or embedded in a layer of

waterproof cement to prevent direct access of
splashed water to the backing of the covering.
The recess I1 is so designed as to prevent the
layer of cement being noticeable and hence. it
does not detract from the appearance of the fin-

‘ished installation.

‘A gasket 18 is disposed between the trim mem-
ber 9-and the rim 8 of the tub 2 to seal the space

‘therebetween and thus prevent penetration of

splashed water rearwardly of the tub and its in-
filiration into the plaster coating and the back-

’mg of the wall covering. The gasket 18 is flanged
‘as shown in Figure 4 and may be formed of rub-
.ber, artificial rubber or other flexible, resilient,

water resistant material.

“To aid in a full and complete understanding
of my invention, I will describe the construction
of a completed installation. Tub 2 is disposed
in desired position, as shown in a corner of a
room adjacent to a wall, although.as previously

‘discussed, it may be placed in a nook in a room

in Whlch case it would be adjacent three walls

,of the room. Gasket 18 is adhesively secured to
-the rear portion of the rim 8 of tub 2 as shown
‘in Figures 1 and 2. Trim member 9 is secured
-in position with member 14 against the rim of

the tub 2 and is fastened in such position by any

“suitable means; for.example, member 8 may be
'nailed or bolted to the wall supporting frame-
‘work of the room. Member 14 is disposed tightly
"against the fixture to ensure the maximum move-
.ment, downwardly in the event the fixture set-
“tles.

Trim member 9 is disposed, preferably, in
such position that the lower wall of the plaster

.channel 16 engages and deforms or compresses
‘gasket 18 to some extent; it will be understood
‘the gasket may be placed between some other
.portion of member 9 and the rim 8 of the tub 2
55 since all that is required is that it seal the open-

"rim of tub 2 to prevent seepage of splashed water

ing or space between the covering 5 and the

rearwardly of the tub. That is, gasket {8 may

.be disposed in the structure rearwardly of the
‘fixture engaging member and may be deformed
_between the rim 8 of tub 2 and any suitable por-
“tion of the trim 9 thus securely sealing the space
- therebetween and preventing penetration of water
rearwardly of tub 2.
65ianci fills plaster. channel 16 formed by plate 15
~of .member 9.

Plaster coating 5 is then
spread-on the walls of the room and extends into

It will be noted plaster coating
5 is spaced from the rim 8 of tub 2 which aids in
preventing penetration of splashed water into the
coating; it is also protected by the sheathing

- formed by plate 15. When the plaster coating 5§

has dried to a suitable extent, the wall is in
condition fo receive the linoleum like wall cov-
A layer of suitable adhesive is spread

covering T is disposed thereon and is bonded to
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the:wall:therehy. The lower edge of wall:cdver-
ing-1 fits:into and nests:in:the ¢hannel or.recess
t1 .in :member :9 ‘thus ‘concealing "it from-view.
Preferably, such-edge of:the:linoleum wall-cover-
ing 1 isembedded ‘or covered with waterproof
cement to: obviate any:possibility of direct pene-
tration of water:to the fabric backing of the cov-
ering:and, if desired, such:recess may be substan-
tially filled:with waterproof cement. “The instal-
lation is-now complete and ready for:use. Fix-
ture 14 is-retained in-the socket 3 of member 9
solely by :forces:of friction and may, of course,
be:moved downwardly to a;further-extent:to close
any:gap ‘or crack created by: setthng of the tub
in use.

In Figure 5, I-have :shown-a mod1ﬁed form of
my invention:patticularly adapted: for use in ex-
isting structures-to eliminate unsightly gaps be-
tween ‘the wall covering T and the rim 8 of the
plumbing fixture. ~Trim -member 9 -is generally
similar -to that: shown inFigures-l, 2,-and 3 but
does ‘not include plate 15 forming a plaster re-
ceiving-channel. Likewise; if desired, the:gasket
8 may be omitted from:the:structure, the plaster
coating 5 being preferably spaced from the: rim
8.0f the :plumbing ‘fixture:to prevent infiltration
of :splashed water thereinto.: "Trim :member 9

. may be:nailed:through the plaster lath or plaster-
board 4 to the wall supporting studding 3. Trim
8 comprises.web [0 forming recess {1 for the re-
ception: of :wall -covering:8, and socket I3 for the
reception -of ‘fixture - engagmg ‘member {4 "held
therein by ‘& frictional or force fit. Mermiber 9
is-secured in place in: the. structure-and member
4 -moved ‘downwardly to -engage +im ‘8 of the
plumbing fixture:thus -cenceali_ng’ the:gap-or crack
between ‘the ‘covering 'T.and the tim '8 of the
“fixture. ' o o

Suitable ‘snap-on ‘fasténings or -end:stops may
be provided:to conceial'the ends of the trim mem-
ber; although: this'is:generally not hecessary since
such ends are preferably-shaped-to present an at-
tractive appearance. "The trim member may be
suitably curved around corners if desired but it is
preferred 'to -provide suitable corner members
adapted to receive or engage ‘an end of the trim
member.

=Tt -will be understood plaster:coatings may he
omitted if desired and the trim member-and wall
covering installed ‘adjacent or to the wall or
‘building board. ‘In-such case, of eourse, the plate
forming a plaster receiving channel maybe omit-
ted from:the trim member.

“While I have described-my invention with par-
tieular reference to its use with linoleum wall-cov-
ering, it will be observed-it is-also- of ‘advantage
in connection:with installation of similar or other
types of -wall-covering such as ceramic tiling, dec-
orated ‘fiber ‘or wallboard or the like in new or
existing structures and-enhances the appearance
-of the structure in -which such . coverings are
used. ‘ )

My invention provides a trim member -for
plumbing fixtures which: adequately and satisfac-

‘torily closes ‘the space bétween the rim -of the .

fixture and'the wall covering. “Any crack-or gap
-created by settling of ithe fixture may be -closed
merely. by ‘moving “the fixture engaging member
downwardly. ~The jointbetween the-covering-and
‘the fixture is -sealed to prevent :penetrstion of
-splashed water .rearwardly -of -the fixture. The
‘plaster coating is spaced from the rim-of the fix-
‘ture'which: prevents.infiltration of :water: therein
and:its:subsequent transferby-capillary attraction
to:the back of:the wall.covering. - The'trim mem-
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ber of:my invention permits-an attractive:instal-
lation:to:be-obtained and effectively prevents de-
terioration of the.covering by .splashed water and
the -subsequent- failure ‘of -the- installation. Tt:is
inexpensive-in -manufacture-and -may:be -quickly
and-easily :installed:by-unskilled :-workmen:
“While ‘I -have desecribed-and -illustrated a-pre-
ferred -embodiment ‘of ‘my -invention; it ‘will ‘be
understood -my ‘invention :is-not limited ‘therefo
since it may be otherwise enibddied w1th1n the
scope of the:following clalms !
Telaim: - i :
‘1. A-trim~member for: plumbmg ﬁxtures ‘com-
prising -a ‘web-extending -dowriwardly; outwardly,
and upwardly forming-a-recéss for the reception
of ‘the.edge: of -a:wdll-covering; a plate extending
downwardly. ‘inwardly and upwardly forming a
plaster -receiving channél, ‘theé downwardly -ex-
tending ‘portions of said ‘plate and said web be-
ing secured ‘to one another, s ‘flange extending
outwardly -and ‘downwardly- from the upwardly
extending portion of said weband forming’ there-
with -a socket:for ‘the reception of & fixtire en:
gaging member, and a fixture engaging member
frictionally retained: in:said socket; said member
having a-convex portion adapted to engage the
fixture and ‘being movable to engage: the- ﬁxture
while frictionally Held in said socket '
:2.-In4 building construction’ the conibination
of a plumbing fixture- havmg a rim aroiind its
upper end, wall covering ‘adhesively secured to

‘the plastered wall of ‘a room and spaced from

said fixture, and a tr1m member dlsposed between
and substantially closing the space between the
fixture -and: the wall cover ;ng, sald member com-
prising a web extendmg downwardly, oufwardly
and upwardly formmg a recess which receives. the
edge of the wall covering, a, plate extendmg down—
Wardlv mwardly and. upwardlv forming a plaster
receiving channel, the, downwardly extending
portions of said plate and said web being. secured
to one another, a flange extending outwardly and
downwardly from the upwardly extending por-
tion of said web and forming therewith a socket
for.the reception of a fixture engaging member,
a fixture engaging. member fmctlonally retained
in said socket, said member having an arcuate
portion adapted to engage the “fixture and being
movable with respect.to _the . fixture while.it is
frictionally held .in . said.socket, and. a- gasket
disposed .rearwardly..of said. fixture engaging
member and compressed.between the rim of.the
fixture -and the plate-sealing.the: space.therebe~
tween.thereby preventing.access of splashed water
to the plastered.wall of the room and subsequent

infiltration .thereof: to  the..back of..the wall

covering.
3. A building constructlon accordmg to clalm

2 in.which the gasket is adhesively.secured:to the
rim of the plumbing fixture. -

4, A trim member-for plumbing.fixtures com-

prising -an elongated.channel-shaped. web.mem-

ber adapted -to-.receive and to.conceal the.edge
of a .wall covering, a flange extending from.one
of the-walls-of-the: channel-shaped to define, in

combination -with said wall,-a. socket opening in
‘a, direction-opposite. the: direction: of said channel,

and -a -fixture-engaging -member frictionally. re-
tained in said socket-throughout.the length there-
of and extending.outwardly from. said socket for
engagement with-a-plumbing. ﬁxture ]

:5. :A. trim ‘member-for plumbing - ﬁxtures com-

prising -an elongated ehannel-shaped web: mem-
‘ber:adapted to xegeive and to. conceal the-edge
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of a wall covermg, a ﬂange extending from one
of the wall§ of the channel 'shaped to define, in
combmation with said ‘wall, a socket opening in
a dlrectlon opp051te the direction of said channel,
and ‘& fixture-engaging member secured in said
socket throughout the length thereof and extend-
ing outwardly from said socket for engagement
with a plumbing fixture, sdid member being mov-
able outwardly to- engage the ﬁxture whﬂe se-
cured in said socket.

6. A trim member for plumbing fixtures com-
prising an elongated channel-shaped web mem-
ber adapted to receive and to conceal the edge

of “the wall covering, a flange extending. from .

one of the walls of the channel shaped to define
in‘combination with said will, a socket opening
in" a direction - opposite the - direction of said
channel, and g fixture engdging member fric-
tionally retained in said socket throughout™ the
length thereof and extending outwardly from
said- socket for engagement with a plumbing
fixture, said member being movable outwardly
to-engage the ﬁxture while frlctlonally held in
said socket.

7. A trim member for:-plumbing fixtures com- -

prising an elongated channel-shaped web mem-
ber adapted to receive and to conceal the edge
of a wall covering, a flange extending from one
of -‘the walls of the channel shaped to define, in
combination with said wall, -a socket opening in
a direction opposite the direction of said chan-=
nel,- a- fixture-engaging member frictionally re-
tained -in said socket throughout the length
thereof and extending outwardly from said
socket for engagement with a plumbing fixture,
said member being movable outwardly to engage
the fixture while frictionally held in said-socket,
and a plaster receiving channel-shaped member
secured to the opposite wall of the first-named
channel and-opening- in the same direction.as
said first-named channel. -

8. A trim member for plumbing ﬁxtures com-
prising an elongated channel-shaped web mem-
ber adapted to receive and. to. conceal the edge
of .a wall .covering, a -flange extending -from
one of the walls of the channel shaped to define,

in combination with said wall, a socket opening:

in a -direction opposite the direction of. said
channel, a fixture engaging member frictionally
retained in said socket throughout the length
thereof and extending outwardly from .said
socket for engagement with a plumbing fixture,
said member being movable outwardly to engage
the fixture while frictionally held in said socket,
and a plate forming a plaster receiving channel,
said plate extending from the other wall of said
first-named channel, said - plaster receiving
channel opening in the same direction. as said
ﬁrst—named channel.

9. A trim member for plumbmg fixtures com-
prising an elongated channel-shaped web mem-
ber adapted to receive and to conceal the edge
of a wall covering, a flange extending from one
of the walls of the channel shaped to define, in
combination with said wall, a socket opening in a
direction opposite the direction of said channel,
a fixture engaging member frictionally retained
in said socket throughout the length thereof and
extending outwardly from said socket for en-
gagement with a plumbing fixture, said member
being movable outwardly to engage the fixture
while frictionally held in said socket, said mem-
ber including a socket engaging portion and an
‘arcuate portion extending therefrom adapted to
“engage the fixture, and a plate forming a plaster-
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receiving channel, said plate being secured ‘to
the other wall of said first-named chéannel, said
plaster receiving channel -opening in the same
direction as said first-named ¢hannel.. " - - -

10. In a building construction, the combina-
tion of a plumbing fixture having a rim around
its upper end, wall covering adhesively-secured
to the wall of the room and spaced from said
fixture, and .a trim ‘member disposed between
and substantially closing the space between said
fixture and the wall covering, said member com-
prising an elongated channel-shaped web mem-
ber adapted to receive and to conceal the edge
of the wall covering, a flange ‘extending . from
one of the walls of the channel shaped to define;
in combination with said wall, a socket opening
in- &’ directionn opposite the direction of said
channel, and a fixture-engaging member fric-
tionally retained in said socket throughout the
length -thereof - and- extending outwardly from
said: socket for engagement with the plumbmg
fixture.

11. In a building construction, the combina-
tion of a plumbing fixture having a rim around
its upper end, wall covering adhesively secured
to the wall of the room and spaced from said
fixture, and a trim member disposed between
and.substantially closing the space bétween said
fixture and the wall covering, said member:com-
prising an elongated channel-shaped web mem-
ber adapted to receive and to conceal the' edge
of the wall covering, a socket opening in a di-
rection opposite the direction of said channel,
and a fixture-engaging ‘member frictionally re:
tained in said- socket -throughout “tHe ‘length
thereof and extending outwardly from said socket
for engagement with the plumbing fixture, said
member being movable outwardly to engage: the
fixture -while frictionally held: in said socket.’

12. In a building construction; the combina-

tion of a plumbing- fixture having a rim around

its upper end, wall covering adhesively sectired
to the plaster wall of a room and spaced from
the rim of said fixture, and a trim member dis-
posed - between and substantially closing the
space between the fixture and the wall cover-
ing, said member comprising an elongated. chan-
nel-shaped web member adapted to receive and
to conceal the edge of the wall covering, a socket
opening in a direction opposite the direction -of
said channel, and a fixture-engaging member
frlctlona,lly retamed in said socket throughout
the length thereof and extending outwardly from
said socket for engagement with the ‘plumbing
fixture, said member being movable to engage
the fixture while frictionally held in said socket,
and a gasket disposed rearwardly of said fixture
engaging member and between the rim of said
fixture and a portion of said trim member seal-
ing the space therebetween to prevent access
of splashed water to the plastered wall of the
room and subsequent 1nﬁ1t1a.t10n to the back of
the wall covering.

13. In a building construction, the combina-
tion of a plumbing fixture having g rim around
its upper end, wall covering adhesively secured

‘to -the plaster wall of a room and spaced from

the rim of said fixture, and a:trim member dis-

‘posed between and substantially closing the space

between the fixture and the wall covering, said
member comprising an elongated channel-
shaped ‘web member adapted to receive and ‘to
conceal the edge of the wall covering, a-socket
opening in a direction opposite the direction:.of
said . channel, and a fixture-engaging member
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frictionally retained in said socket throughout
the length thereof and extending outwardly from
said socket for engagement with the plumbing
fixture, said member being movable to engage
the fixture while frictionally held in said socket,
and a gasket disposed rearwardly of said fixture-
engaging member and compressed between the

rim of said fixture and a portion of said trim

member sealing the space therebetween to pre-

vent access of splashed water to the plastered

wall of the room and subsequent infiltration to
5 the back of the wall covering.

J. CLARENCE McCARTHY,




