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MAX DIETRICH, OF HALLE-ON-THE-SAALE, GERMANY, ASSIGNOR TO ‘ANTOI\T SCHMID,

OF NEW YORK, N, Y.

TROUSERS STRETCHER.

Application filed November 14, 1923. Serial No. 674,619,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Max Dimrricm, a
citizen of the Republic of Germany, resid-
ing at Halle-on-the-Saale, and Republic of
Germany, have invented certain mew and
useful Improvements in Trousers Stretch-
ers, of which the following is a specification.,

The principal object of this invention is to
provide a new and improved construction of
a trousers stretcher of great simplicity which
can be manufactured and sold at a low
cost.

Another object. is to provide a device of
this character which, because of its sim-
plicity and light weight can be readily and
casily manipulated and operated.

A" further object is to provide a device
of this character which while being of light
weight and simplicity will be very durable
and will also be very effective in its opera-
tion, enabling a very badly mussed and
baggy pair of trousers to be pressed into a
smooth- and well creased condition as if
pressed in the usual manner by a tailor or
bushelman. .

For the accomplishment of these and such .

further objects as will hereinafter be ap-
parent to those skilled in the art to which
this appertains, the invention consists in the
construction, combination and arrangement
of parts herein specifically described and il-
lustrated in the accompanying drawings,
wherein ig chown a preferred embodiment
of the invention, but it is to be understood
that. changes, variations and modifications
may be resorted to which fall within the
scope of the claims hereunto appended.

Tn the drawings, forming a portion of this
specification :

Fig. 1 is a plan view of trousers stretcher
embodying my invention showing the device
in its open position.

e, 2 is a view similar to Fig. 1, show-
ing the device in its closed position.

Figs. 3 and 4 are sections on the lines 3—3
and 4—4 of Figs. 1 and 2 respectively.

Fig. 5 is a side elevation of a pair of

trousers showing my device inserted thevein.

for pressing or stretcliing the same, and

Fig. 6 is a-section on the line 6—6 of
Fig. 3.

As shown in the drawings, the numerals
10 and 11 indicate the longitudinally extend-
ing members of the trousers stretchers which
members as shown in Figs. 8 and 4 are of

wedge shape in cross section so as to pro-
vide a thin edge to define a sharp crease
in the trousers such as produced by the nsual
pressing operation. :

Secured to the ends of the members 10

and 11 or integral therewith are the mem-
bers 12 and 13 ‘and 14 and 15 respectively -

which form the transversely extending mem-

bers of the trousers stretcher. -As the con--

struction of each of these transversely ex-
tending members is similar a description of
one will suffice. : s
Adjacent the inner end of each of the
members 12 and 14 a strap or collar 16 is
secured as by the rivet 17, the collar ex-

tending around and slidably engaging the -

adjacent member so as to hold the members
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12" and 14 in alignment as -the device is -

moved from the open to the closed position
and vice versa. Rivets 17 are extended as
shown in Figs. 8 and 4, to form an anchor-
ing means for the end of a contraction
spring 18 which is coiled about the over-
lapping ends of members 12 and 14. '
The inner end of member 14 is provided
with a groove or recess 19 with which is
adapted to engage a pin 20 projecting in-
wardly from a ‘pivotally mounted finger
grip 21. A cooperating fixed finger grip 22
is secured as by rivets 23 to the side face of
the member 12 and both finger grips are
provided as is common with devices of this
character with the ears 24 through which the
pivot pin 25 passes, a spring 26 being pro-
vided to urge the finger grip 21 about the
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pivot pin to cause the pin 20 to normally -

engage the side face of member 12. The
inner end of member 14 is tapered as at 27

~to cause pin 20 to ride up upon the side face

of member 14 as the device is moved to
closed position.

"~ Tt will be noted that the longitudinally
extending member 11 is suitably curved to
cause the trousers when stretched to conform
to the curvature of the back portions. of the
trouser legs. :

100

The operation of the device is as follows,

‘assuming the parts to be in the open ‘posi-

tion shown in Figs. 1 and 38, if it is desired
to insert the stretcher in the trousers, the
longitudinally extending members 10 and
11 are grasped midway of their length and
are forced together against the action of
spring 18, thus expanding the spring to the
position shown in Fig. 4. During this
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movement of the parts, pin 20 will ride upon
the tapered surface 27 until under the in-
fluence of spring 26 it will spring into the
groove or recess 19, thus locking the
stretcher in closed position. The stretcher
is then placed within a trouser leg and
after the trousers have ‘been carefully
smoothed out by hand and the stretched
frame properly arranged to cause the creases
to be produced in their proper place, the
pivotal finger grip 21 is actuated to release
pin 20 from groove or recess 19, thus permit-
ting the spring 18 to expand the frame and
to cause the thin edges of the members 10

~and 11 to be heéld with a stiong pressure

against the trousers, thereby forming a
sharp crease in: the trousers and holding
them: in stretched condition until all the
bagginess and wrinkles have been removed.

+ It wall dlso be seen that the trousers stretcher

comprises an extensible two part frame-
work, each part of which is similir and con-
sists: of a substantially U shaped : member,
oné membeér being. composed of the parts

- 10, 12 and: 13; and’ the other of the parts 11,

14 and: 15.

Tt will be understood that a pair of frames
will be uséd, one for each leg of the trousers
and if desired- a hook such-as indicated- at
28 in' Fig. 5 may be employed for hanging
the trousers in- a closet while they are being
stretched. '

Becatise' of the fact that the device when
extended is held in: open: position solely by
the spring 18, it will be evident that it may
be used. in trousers:of all- sizes and widths.

Having thus described my invention what
I claim as new and desire fo secure by Let-
ters Patent, is:

1. In a trousers stretcher, an extensible
framework comprising a pair of longitudi
nally extending members and a pair of

transvérsely extending members, each of

said transversely extending members con-

sisting of & pair of relatively movable sec-
tions, slidably inferconnected in overlapping

relation, a contractile spring coiled  about
the overlapping ends of said:sections to nor-
mally hold said framework in:eéxtended posi-
tion; one of said sections being provided
with a groove and the other of said sections
being provided with « pivotally mounted
finger grip having a pin secured thereto,
sald pin being adapted to engage within

* said groove to hold said: framework against

the action of said spring in a closed: position.

2. In a trousers stretcher, an extensible
framework comprising: a pair of longitudi-
nally extending members and a pair of.
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transversely extending members, each of
said transversely extending members con-
sisting of a pair of relatively movable sec-
tions, slidably interconnected in overlapping
relation, a contractile spring coiled about
the overlapping ends of said sections to nor-
mally hold said framework in extended posi-
tion, one of said sections being provided
with a groove and the other of said sections
Leing provided with a pivotally mounted
finger grip having a pin secured thereto,
said pin being adapted to' engage within
said groove to hold said framework against
the action of said spring in a closed position
and vesilient means to normally urge said

finger grip- and. pin into said groove.

8. In a trousers stretcher, an extensible
framework comprising a pair of longitudi-
nally extending members and a pair of
transversely extending. members, each of
said transversely extending members con-
sisting of a pair of relatively movable sec-
tions, slidably interconnected in: overlapping
relation, 4 contractile spring coiled about the

overlapping ends of said: sections to normal-

ly hold said framework in extended posi-
tion, one of said sections being provided
with a groove and the other of said sections
being. provided with a pivotally mounted
finger grip having a pin. secured thereto,
said pin being dadapted to engage within
said groove to-hold said framework against
the action of said spring in a closed posi-
tion, resilient means to normally urge said
finger grip and pin into said groove, and
a tapered guiding surface adjacent said
groove to cause said pin to be automatically
urged against the action of said resilient
means and to permit said pin to enter said
groove.

4. Im a: trousers stretcher, an extensible
framework including relatively - movable

members each having sections arranged in

overlapping velation to corresponding scc-
tions of the other member, one of said: sec-
tions having a groove and: an inclined sur-
face adjacent to said groove, a locking device
carried by the section adjacent to' the last
named section and having means capable of
being initially engaged by said inclined suy-
face aw said members are contracted so as to
be urged toward said groove and: thereafter
engageable I said givove to maintain said

members in contracted position, and means.

to normally maintain said members in ex-
tended position. ,
In testimony whereof I Lave affixed my

signature.
MAX DIETRICH.
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