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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, NoRVILLP. ARNOLD, a. 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Rector, in the county of Clay and State of 
Arkansas, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Collapsible Buck 
ets, of which the following is a specification, 
reference being had to the accompanying 
drawings. 
This invention relates to an improved col 

lapsible bucket and has for its primary ob 
ject to provide a bucket primarily designed 
for use by automobilists for the purpose of 
conveniently filling the radiator with Water, 
said bucket being so constructed that it may 
be very compactly folded or collapsed so 
that it will occupy a minimum of Space upon 
the vehicle body. 

It is another and more particular object 
of the invention to provide a bucket or re 
ceptacle having a flexible collapsible body 
wall, preferably of canvas, said body Wall 
being provided at its lower end with a fun 
nel extension, a bottom for the bucket and 
means for clamping the body Wall thereto, 
said bottom being provided with an open 
ing, a valve normally closing said opening, 
a bail for the bucket, and means connected 
to said valve and adjustable upon the bail 
whereby the valve may be removed from its 
seat to release the Water. 

It is a further general object of the inven 
tion to provide a device of the above char 
acter which is of great convenience in prac 
tical use, positive and reliable in its Opera 
tion, and may be manufactured at relatively 
Small cost. 
With the above and other objects in view, 

my invention consists in the novel features 
of construction, combination and arrange 
ment of parts to be hereinafter more fully 
described, claimed and illustrated in the ac 
companying drawing, in which, 

Figure 1 is a vertical sectional view of a 
collapsible bucket constructed in accordance 
with the preferred embodiment of my in 
vention; Fig. 2 is a horizontal section taken 
on the line 2–2 of Fig. 1; and Fig. 3 is an 
enlarged perspective view of the flexible 
connection between the valve member and 
the bail or handle of the bucket. 

Referring in detail to the drawing, 5 
designates the body wall of the bucket, pref 
erably constructed of canvas or other like 
flexible material which may be reinforced 
at its upper end by a wire ring 6 arranged 
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in a turned-over hem on the edge of the 
bucket Wall. To this wire ring, the ends of 
a bail 7 are loosely connected, said bail hav 
ing curved end portions and a straight 
medial portion. Bends are formed in the 
Wire bail at the opposite ends of the medial 
portion thereof to provide notches, indi 
cated at 8, for a purpose to be later ex 
plained. 
The bucket is provided with a Wood bot 

tom9 having a groove 10 in its periphery to 
receive a clamping ring 11 which tightly 
holds the flexible body Wall in connection 
with the bottom 9. The body wall of the 
bucket is formed with a tapering funnel 
shaped extension 12 to extend below the 
bucket bottom 9, and this bottom is cen 
trally provided with a tapering opening 13 
to release the contents of the bucket into 
Said funnel. In the upper surface of the 
bottom 9, the leaf springs 14 are counter 
sunk and Securely fixed to said bottom at 
their outer ends, 15 designates a valve mem 
ber normally closing the opening 13, and 
held in such position by the inner free ends 
of the Springs 14 which bear upon the upper 
face of the valve. These inner ends of the 
Springs are notched or forked to accommo 
date the outwardly extending valve stem 16. 
To the valve stem 16, a substantially tri 

angular wire loop 17 is loosely attached and 
a similar loop 18 is slidable upon the medial 
portion of the bail 7. A flexible strip of 
canvas or other suitable material 19 con 
nects the loops 17 and 18 and one end of 
this flexible strip is adjustably connected to 
the body of the strip by means of a buckle 
20, whereby the slack in the strip may be 
taken up and its length properly adjusted. 

In the use of my improved bucket, the 
same is filled with water or other liquid, 
the valve 15 being held tightly closed by 
means of the springs 14. In order that a 
Water-tight closure may be effected, this 
waive is preferably formed of hard rubber. 
When it is desired to release the water from 
the bucket, the canvas strip 19 is pulled up 
Wardly and the valve 15 thus disengaged 
from its seat against the action of the 
springs 14. At the same time, the loop 18 is 
shifted longitudinally upon the bail 7 and 
engaged in one of the notches 8 in Said bail 
so that the valve will be held in its open 
position and will not be again drawn into 
engagement with its seat by the suction of 
the water flowing out through the opening 
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13. The lower end of the funnel-shaped ex 
tension 12 is engaged in the filling nozzle of 
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the radiator or other reservoir which it is 
desired to fill, so that the Water, as it es 
capes from the bucket, will pass through 
said funnel and into the radiator. After 
using the bucket, the flexible walls of the 
bucket body and the funnel may be col 
lapsed upon the bottom 9 and the bail folded 
So that all parts are compactly arranged. 
The bucket may now be packed or stored in 
a relatively small space in any convenient 
part of the vehicle body. 
From the foregoing description, taken in 

connection with the accompanying drawing, 
the construction, manner of use and several 
advantages of the device will be clearly and 
fully understood. - 
My improved collapsible bucket is service 

able and convenient for use by motorists, 
but can obviously be also advantageously 
employed for various other purposes. The 
buckets can be constructed in various sizes 
and of different capacities and, while I have 
shown and described the preferred construc 
tion and arrangement of the several ele 
ments, it is to be understood that the de 
vice is susceptible of considerable modifica 
tion therein and I, therefore, reserve the 
privilege of adopting all such legitimate 
changes as may be fairly embodied within 
the spirit and scope of the invention as 
claimed. 

Having thus fully described my inven 
tion, what I desire to claim and secure by 
Letters Patent is:- 

1. A bucket of the character described 
having a collapsible body wall and a rigid 
bottom provided with a central opening, a 
bail or handle for the bucket, a valve to 
close the opening in the bucket bottom, and 
means connected to the valve and adjustable 
upon the bail to engage means on the bail 
whereby the valve is retained in an open position. 

2. A bucket of the character described 
having a collapsible body wall and a rigid 

provided with a central opening, 
a bail or handle for the bucket, a valve to 
close the opening in the bucket bottom, 
means connected to the valve and adjustable 
upon the bail to engage means on the bail 
whereby the valve is retained in an open 
position, and means normally acting to 
yieldingly hold said valve in its closed po 
sition. 

3. A bucket of the character described 
having a collapsible body wall and a rigid 
bottom provided with a central opening, a 
bail or handle for the bucket, a valve to 
close the opening in the bucket bottom, and 
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flexible means connected to said valve and 
adjustable upon the bail whereby the valve 
may be held in its open position. 

4. A bucket of the character described 
having a collapsible body wall and a rigid 
bottom provided with a central opening, a 
bail or handle for the bucket, a valve to 
close the opening in the bucket bottom, flexi 
ble means connected to said valve and ad 
justable upon the bail whereby the valve 
nay be held in its open position, and means 
fixed to the bottom of the bucket normally 
acting to yieldingly hold the valve in its 
closed position. 

5. A bucket having a flexible body wall 
and a tapering flexible funnel-shaped ex 
tension. On one end, a rigid bottom for the 
bucket, means for clamping the Wall of the 
bucket above said extension to the outer edge 
of said bottom, said bucket bottom being 
centrally provided with an opening, a valve 
to close said opening, and means for open 
ing said valve to permit the water to escape 
from the bucket into the funnel-shaped ex 
tension thereof. 

6. A bucket having a flexible body wall 
and a tapering funnel-shaped extension on 
one end, a rigid bottom for the bucket, 
means fol' clamping the wall of the bucket 
to the outer edge of Said bottom, said bucket 
botton being centrally provided with an 
opening, a valve to close said opening, 
means for opening said valve to permit the 
Water to escape from the bucket into the 
funnel-shaped extension thereon, a bail at 
tached to the other end of the body wall of 
the bucket, and flexible means connected to 
the valve and adjustable upon said bail to 
hold the valve in its open position and per 
mit the Water to escape from the bucket into 
the funnel-shaped extension thereon. 

7. A bucket having a flexible body wall 
and a tapering funnel-shaped extension on 
one end, a rigid bottom for the bucket, 
means for clamping the Wall of the bucket 
to the outer edge of said bottom, said bucket 
bottom being centrally provided with an 
opening, a valve to close said opening, means 
for opening said valve to permit the Water 
to escape from the bucket into the funnel 
shaped extension thereof, and leaf springs 
fixed to the bottom of the bucket and coöp 
erating with said valve to normally hold 
the same in its closed position. 

In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my 
signature in the presence of two witnesses. 

NORVILL P. ARNOLD. 
Witnesses: 

F. M. KIMBERLY, 
HENRY MORRIS. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' 
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