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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that [, Lroyo M. TiNGLEY, a
citizen of the United States, residing at the
city of Pawtucket, in the county of Provi-
dence and State of Rhode Island, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements

in Indicators for Vehicles, of which the fol-

lowing is a specification, reference being had
therein to the accompanying drawing.

My invention relates to number display-
ing devices and is an improvement on my
Patent No. 904,101 of November 17,1908,

The object of this invention is to provide
a lantern of simple and practical construe-
tion that is more particularly -adapted to
carry the license numbers of motor vehicles,

‘such as automobiles, and the like, said lamp

being provided with transparent or translu-
cent plates on which the numbers are dis-
played, the lantern being adapted to be
1luminated from its interior whereby said
plates shall be as readily readable by niglit
as by day. These plates may be also col-
ored to indicate the State in which the num-
ber is registered so that the owner of the
vehicle may be guickly identified in case of
accident or violation of the local laws.
~ A further object of the invention is to
form the lantern as small and compact as
possible, and to locate the light at one end
of the casing. or holder and provide suitable
reflecting means for throwing said light into
said holger and to provide e%cient means in
the holder, back of the number plate, for
reflecting the light through the plate.

A further object is to so construct the lan-
tern that it shall be capable of being readily
attached to any portion of an automobile

" and easily adjusted to suit conditions under

‘40

45

50

-appended claim.

which it may be operated. The casing is
also provided with means whereby an extra
supply of plates may be stored, which fea-
ture is also illustrated in my said Patent No.
904,101. This lantern.is also provided with
means for showing a powerful red light
through a lens as a danger signal at night.
With these and other objects in view, the
invention consists of certain novel features
of construction; as will be more fully de-
scribed and particularly pointed out in the

In the accompanying drawings: ‘Figure

‘1— is a Ferspectlve view of my improved

lantern illustrating the general construction

at 27 at its to

1-of the same. Fig. 2— is a front view of the

lantern showing the number plate removed
and the bottom of the lantern, which serves
as the oil tank, in section.
section looking down, on line 3—3 of Fig. 2,
also showing the indicating plate in position
in section. Fig, 4— is a section on line 4—4¢
of Tig. 8. Fig. 5— is a section on line 5—35
of Fig. 3. Fig. 6—is a rear view of the lan-
tern showing the fixtures by which the same
may be attached to a vehicle.

Fig. 8— is a
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Referring ‘to the drawings, 1 represents -

the casing -1n which the number plates are
retained. This casing is preferably made of

thin sheet metal and as neat, small and coni-_
pact as possible. The length of the casing is

a little more than the length of the display
number plate, and its height sufficient to
receive the display number plate, and also
to provide an oil tank 10 in the lower portion
thereof. The thickness or width of the cas-
ing is sufficient to-receive and retain the
display number plate, 24, which is in posi-
tion before the opening, and also a Ilimited

number, say two or three extra plates 25,
containing the registered number of differ-

ent States which may be changed or placed in
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position upon crossing the line of the State -

about to be entered. The thickness or
width of this casing is also sufficient to re-
ceive a reflecting partition plate 16 which

-extends on an angle from one end of . the

casing to the other, said reflector plate bein
formed of a series of vertically arrange

85

corrugations or ribs 26—26 which are adapt-

ed to receive and reflect the light through
the number plate. - One end ofg this casing
is provided with a -swinging door 2 for
manipulating the plates, said door. being
hinged to one edge 3 of the casing and pro-

vided with a shding lock pin 4 adapted to

enter an ear 5 in the door to lock the same
in a closed position see Fig. 1. The opposite
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end of this casing is provided with an en-

larged portion 6 to serve as a lamp or illumi-
nating medium and receive an:oil burner 7
which rests on a partition 8, the wick 9 of
which extends down into the oil tank 10,
below. A gas burner 11 is also located in
this portion of the lantern which is vented
and provided with a pipe
connection 12 leading out through the rear

thereof. ~ An electric lamp may also be con-

nected in place of this gas burner, if de-
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sired, and the wires led out through the same
tube 12, or in any other convenient way.
This lamp portion is provided with a large
reflector plate 13 fixed on the side of the
lamp opposite the casing for the purpose of
throwing the light sharply into said casing
to illuminate the display plate. A trans-
Parent plate 14, such as glass, mica, or the
ike, is placed between the light and the cas-
ing containing the plates so as to shut off
any draft of air from the light which might
enter through the casing when the same is
opened. : - '

A false bottom or plite 18 is fixed on

an ineline in the oil tank 10 so as to insure

lamp wick is located.

An essential feature of this construction
is that a red transparent lens 15 is set into
the lamp portion 6 directly in front of the
light so that when the lamp is lighted, in

the fuel all running to that end where the

addition to illuminating the number plate,

a powerful danger signal will also be dis-

played. :
An essential feature of this invention is

. the arrangement and construction of the re-

flector plate 16 which extends on an angle
from one end of this casing to the other,
said plate being formed of a series of ver-
tically arranged corrugations or ribs 26 the

- projecting edge of each step being set at the

. proper angle to receive and reflect the light
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as it enters from one end of the casing, there-
by forming a series of reflectors which re-
ceive the light from the side and throw it
directly ahead brightly illuminating the
number plate.

‘Sockefs 17—17 are provided on the back’

of the casing for the reception of suitable
brackets 19 to retain the lantern on the ve-
hicle. The front plate is held in position
by spring fingers 20—20 against the opening
where it is (%isplayed, and the extra plates

973,726

are also retained by similar spring fingers
21 in the rear of the lantern, the lower
edges of the plates resting in grooves 22 and
23, which grooves have beveled or inclined
faces for the purpose of firmly retaining the

plates in position. :
This device is extremely neat and compact

in appearance and is very efficient in its op-

eration, and by its use the interchangeable
number plates, which conform strictly to the
requirements of the local State laws, are
large and legible and easily read by day.
By the attachment of a lamp to the plate
carrying casing the number may also be
brightly illuminated from within by night,
and ‘the same light also serves to show a
powerful red or danger indicating signal.
Having thus described my invention, what

I claim as new and desire to secure by Let-'

ters Patent, is:

A lantern of the character described com-
prising an elongated casing provided with
an opening in the front wall thereof, a door
pivoted to one end of said casing, the other
end of said casing being provided with an
enlargement forming a burner chamber, an
indicating plate for closing said opening,
means engaging the back of said-indicating
plate to hold the same in position, a reflector
arranged diagonally across said elongated

casing and provided with a plurality of.

angular reflecting faces, a storage space be-
ing formed between said reflector and the
rear wall of said casing, and a second re-
flector in said burner chamber arranged to
direct the light rays into the first mentioned
reflector.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses. :
LLOYD M. TINGLEY.
Witnesses: A v
Howarp E. Barvow,
E. I. Ogpen. .
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