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The present invention relates generally to improve 
ments in pillows and the like, and it relates more partic 
ularly to an improved pillow having adjustable physical 
characteristics. 
The conventional pillow generally includes a flexible 

outer envelope or tick which encloses a resilient filler 
which may be of a unit of continuous nature such as a 
Sponge rubber or any of the foamed synthetic elastomers 
or may comprise down, a resilient natural or synthetic 
fiber or a particularly resilient material as is well known 
in the art. The softness of the pillow, that is its response 
to applied pressure, is determined by the type of filler 
employed and by the bulk density or compactness thereof. 
The stiffer the filler and the greater the compactness 
thereof, the harder the pillow. However, the softness of 
the conventional pillow in many cases cannot be adjusted 
and in other cases requires a complete alteration includ. 
ing the opening and closing of the tick and the modifica 
tion of the filler, an operation which is not only incon 
venient but economically unfeasible. It is well known 
that different persons prefer pillows of different degrees 
of softness and are usually uncomfortable when using 
pillows to which they have not accommodated. Thus 
when purchasing or acquiring a pillow care must be taken 
to select one possessing the desired degree of softness 
since this cannot normally be adjusted. Furthermore, 
transient guests in hotels, motels, and the like often spend 
uncomfortable nights by reason of the personal unsuita 
bility of the provided pillow. 

It is thus a principal object of the present invention to 
provide an improved pillow construction. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

an improved pillow of an adjustable physical character. 
Still another object of the present invention is to pro 

vide an improved pillow possessing an adjustable degree 
of softness. 
A further object of the present invention is to provide a 

pillow of the above nature characterized by its versatility, 
Sinplicity, ease of use, large range of adjustability, and 
low cost. 
The above and other objects of the present invention 

will become apparent from a reading of the following 
description taken in conjunction with the accompanying 
drawing, wherein: 
FIGURE 1 is a top perspective view of the body mem 

ber of a pillow embodying the present invention; 
FIGURE 2 is a longitudinal sectional view taken along 

line 2-2 in FIGURE 1; 
FIGURE 3 is a transverse sectional view taken along 

line 3-3 in FIGURE 1; 
FIGURE 4 is a perspective view of the pillow in a 

pocket open position, and a pair of inserts disposed in 
alignment with the pocket opening; 
FIGURE 5 is a transverse sectional view of the pillow 

shown housing a single insert; and 
FIGURE 6 is a transverse sectional view of the pillow 

shown housing a pair of inserts. 
in a sense the present invention contemplates the pro 

vision of an adjustable response pillow comprising a main 
body member containing a filler, means defining a cavity 
located in said body member and separated from said 
filler, and having an opening affording access thereto, 
and a removable resilient insert removably nesting in said 
cavity. 
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According to a preferred form of the present invention 

the body of the improved pillow is formed of four super 
imposed substantially rectangular panels of a flexible ma 
terial joined to each other along their longitudinal edges 
and along one end edge, the other end edges of the upper 
pair of panels being joined as are the other end edges of 
the lower pair of panels, The upper pair of panels and 
the lower pair of panels delineate upper and lower closed 
pockets respectively and the intermediate panels delineate 
an intermediate open ended pocket, the open end of 
which is defined by the separately joined end edges of the 
upper and lower panel pairs. Mating separable fasteners 
are located along the outer edges of the intermediate 
pocket to permit the closing thereof. The upper and 
lower pockets contain a relatively soft filler material. 
The inserts are rectangular slabs of a relatively hard 
foamed resilient elastomeric material enclosed in a flexible 
sheath and one or more of these inserts are selectively 
removably disposed in the intermediate pocket and are 
each substantially coextensive therewith. 

Referring now to the drawing which illustrates a pre 
ferred embodiment of the present invention, the refer 
ence numeral 6 generally designates the body of the 
improved pillow which may be of any desired overall 
configuration and is preferably of rectangular shape as 
illustrated. The pillow body 16 includes upper and lower 
closed pockets 11 and 12 respectively and an open ended 
intermediate pocket 3 provided at its open end with re 
leasable closing means, as will be hereinafter set forth, 
the pockets 11, 12 and 13 being substantially coexten 
sive with the length and width of the pillow. 
The pillow body i0 is formed of top and bottom rectan 

gular flexible panels 14 and 16 and upper and lower in 
termediate rectangular flexible panels 17 and 18 respec 
tively. The coinciding longitudinal borders 9 of the 
panels 14, 16, 17 and 18 are folded inwardly and joined 
by lines of stitching and the coinciding transverse borders 
20 along one end of the panels 14, 16, 17 and 18, are 
likewise folded inwardly and joined by a line of stitching. 
The transverse end borders 2i of the top and upper in 
termediate panels 4 and 17 opposite the borders 20 are 
joined by a line of stitching and the transverse end borders 
of the bottom and lower intermediate panels 16 and 18 
opposite the borders 20 are likewise joined by a line of 
stitching. The upper closed pocket 1 is delineated by 
the top and upper intermediate panels 4 and 17 and the 
lower closed pocket is delineated by the bottom and lower 
intermediate panels 16 and 18. The intermediate pocket 
13 is delineated by the intermediate panels 17 and 18 and 
is provided with an end opening 23 edged by the borders 
2i and 22. It should be noted pairs of the panels 14, ió, 
17 and 18 may be integrally joined along a common edge 
and that the pillow body may be constructed and assem 
bled in accordance with the usual practice. 

In order to facilitate the opening and closing of the 
pocket 13 there are located along the borders 21 and 22 
Separable mating fasteners as defined by a slide fastener 
24 of conventional construction, opposite mating strips 
of which are suitably attached to the respective borders 
2 and 22. 
The closed pockets 11 and 12 contain a relatively soft 

filler material A of any well known composition and con 
tent such as, down, natural fibers, synthetic fibers, for ex 
ample Acrilan or Vycron, or the like. The panels 14, 
16, 17 and 18 are formed of any suitable ticking material 
Such as woven or knitted fabrics of natural or synthetic 
fibers or blends thereof, and the various panels may be 
formed of the same or of different materials. 

Associated with the pillow body 10 are one or more in 
Sert members 26 which are employed to affect the ad 
justment of the pillow softness. Each of the insert mem 
bers 26 includes a rectangular slab 27 formed of a foamed 
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elastomeric material such as synthetic or natural sponge 
rubber, foamed elastomeric polyurethane of other foamed 
synthetic elastomer. It should be noted that the slab 27 is 
advantageously harder than the filler carried by the closed 
pockets 11 and 12. The slab 27 is enclosed in a sheath 
28 formed of a flexible material which may be of the 
type forming the pillow body panels. 
The slab 27 is advantageously of a shape substantially 

similar to the body forming panels but of somewhat small 
er transverse longitudinal and transverse dimensions so 
as to fit in a nesting position in the pocket 13 and be 
substantially coextensive therewith. The thickness of 
each of the insert members 26 as related to the pocket 
13 is such as to permit the nesting of a plurality of coin 
ciding superimposed insert members, for example two, in 
the pocket 13. 

In employing the improved adjustable pillow described 
above, when a soft pillow is desired, the pillow is used 
without any of the insert members 26, as illustrated in 
FIGURES 1 to 3 of the drawing. In the event that a 
harder pillow is desired, the slide fastener 24 is opened 
to afford access into the intermediate pocket 13 and an 
insert member 26 is placed in the pocket 13 and the slide 
fastener 24 closed. The pillow is thus of the form shown 
in FIGURE 5 and is of a medium hardness by reason of 
the decrease in the aggregate compressibility thereof per 
unit of downward force. The slab 27 being of an elasto 
meric material the desirable properties of the pillow are 
still retained. A pillow of still greater hardness may be 
achieved by nesting a pair of superimposed coinciding in 
sert members in the pocket 13 in the manner described 
above, to produce the structure illustrated in FIGURE 6. 
Thus with the arrangement shown the pillow may be ad 
justed to three degrees of hardness. The number of de 
grees of hardness available would of course depend on 
the number of insert members 26 which may be nested 
in the pocket 13, which insert members may vary in thick 
ness. Furthermore, while the pillow has been illustrated 
as of rectangular configuration it may be formed in any 
other desirable shape. 
While there has been described and illustrated a pre 

ferred embodiment of the present invention, it is apparent 
that numerous alterations, omissions and additions may 
be made without departing from the spirit thereof. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An adjustable response pillow comprising a plurality 

of coextensive flexible substantially rectangular panels 
including top and bottom outer panels and top and bot 
tom inner panels disposed between said outer panels, the 
corresponding side edges and the edges along one end of 
said plurality of panels being joined, and the edges of 
said top inner and outer panels along said other end there 
of and the edges of said bottom inner and outer panels 
along said other end being respectively joined whereby 
said top panels and said bottom panels delineate top and 
bottom closed pockets and said inner panels delineate 
a cavity having an end access opening Substantially co 
extensive with a corresponding edge thereof, a relatively 
soft resilient filler material disposed in said top and bot 
tom pockets, and a resilient insert member separably nest 
ing in and substantially coextensive with said cavity and 
movable through said access opening into and out of said 
cavity, said inner panels being normally in confronting 
Superimposed contact in the absence of said insert mem 
ber. 

2. An adjustable response pillow comprising a plurality 
of coextensive flexible panels including top and bottom 
outer panels and top and bottom inner panels disposed 
between said outer panels, the corresponding side edges 
and the edges along one end of said plurality of panels 
being joined and the edges of said top inner and outer 
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4. 
panels along said other end thereof and the edges of said 
bottom inner and outer panels along said other end being 
respectively joined whereby said top panels and said bot 
tom panels delineate top and bottom closed pockets and 
said inner panels delineate a pocket having an end access 
opening, separable fasteners disposed along opposite edges 
of said access opening to permit the releasable closing 
thereof, a relatively soft resilient filler material disposed 
in said top and bottom pockets, and a plurality of Super 
imposed slabs of a relatively hard elastomeric material in 
dividually separably nesting in and substantially coexten 
sive with said cavity and individually separably movable 
through said access opening into and out of said cavity. 

3. An adjustable response pillow comprising a main 
body member containing a filler, means defining a cavity 
located in said body member and separated from said 
filler and substantially coextensive with the length and 
width of said body member, said body member having 
an opening formed therein along an edge thereof for a 
major part of the length of said edge affording access 
therethrough to said cavity, and a plurality of individual 
resilient insert units separably nesting in said cavity and 
removable therefrom and insertable therein through said 
opening and occupying substantially a major part of the 
length and width of said cavity, said means defining said 
cavity including confronting upper and lower flexible 
walls which are normally in superimposed contact in the 
absence of said insert units. 

4. An adjustable response pillow comprising a main 
body member having upper and lower outer flexible walls 
and upper and lower inner flexible walls, said upper walls 
and said lower walls delineating upper and lower sub 
stantially coextensive pockets respectively and said inner 
walls delineating a substantially coextensive inner cavity, 
said body member having an opening formed therein 
along an edge thereof for substantially a major part of 
the length of said edge affording access therethrough to 
said cavity, a resilient filler material disposed in said up 
per and lower pockets, a resilient insert member separably 
nesting in said cavity and movable through said opening 
into and out of said cavity and occupying substantially a 
major part of the length and width of said cavity, said 
inner walls delineating said cavity being in confronting 
Superimposed contact in the absence of said insert mem 
ber. 

5. An adjustable response pillow comprising a main 
body member having upper and lower outer flexible walls 
and upper and lower inner flexible walls, said upper walls 
and said lower walls delineating upper and lower substan 
tially coextensive pockets respectively and said inner walls 
delineating a substantially coextensive inner cavity, said 
body member having an opening formed therein along an 
edge thereof for substantially a major part of the length 
of said edge affording access therethrough to said cavity, 
a resilient filler material disposed in said upper and lower 
pockets, a plurality of resilient insert members separably 
nesting in said cavity and individually movable through 
Said opening into and out of said cavity and being sub 
stantially coextensive with said cavity, said inner walls 
delineating said cavity being in confronting superimposed 
contact in the absence of said insert members. 
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