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This invention relates to refrigeration and 
more particularly to an improved combination 
defrosting and storage, receptacle for receiving 
defrosting Water which drips from a cooling unit, 
and at the same time provides a receptacle for 
the storage and preservation of articles of food, 
thereby contributing to the convenience and the 
conserving of space in the food storage compart 
ment of the refrigerator. 

It is an object of the invention to provide a re 
ceptacle for collecting water discharged from the 
cooling unit and which receptacle may be used 
not Only for the collection of defrosting water 
but also for the collection of food and having 
means for maintaining the food moist but Out 
Of contact With the defrosting Water. 
The improved tray is constructed in a manner 

such that when it is disposed beneath a cooling 
unit, the defrosting water will drop onto the lid 
of the tray and drain towards a drip container 
or water receptacle removably mounted in the 
tray so that it may be removed and emptied at 
any time desired, a food compartment being pro 
vided in the tray which is maintained separate 
from the defrosting water by the removable drip 
container. 
Other objects and the nature and advantages 

of the invention will be apparent from the foll 
lowing description taken in conjunction with the 
accompanying drawing, wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a front elevation of a household re 
frigerator having a cooling unit and showing the 
improved combination defrosting and storage 
tray resting on a shelf beneath the said unit; 

Fig. 2 is a top plan view of the combination 
tray with a portion of the cover broken away; 

Fig. 3 is a longitudinal section through the 
tray; 

Fig. 4 is a perspective; and 
Fig. 5 is a transverse view of the tray. 
Referring to the drawing, a refrigerator cabi 

net to having a door it is provided with a cooling 
unit 2 beneath which is located the improved 
receptacle or tray, generally indicated at 3, and 
supported on a shelf 4. The particular con 
struction of the tray is best shown in Figs. 2 to 
5, inclusive, and comprises a tray proper or pan 
having its upper marginal edge provided with a 
rolled bead or flange 4 which serves as a sup 
port for a cover 5. The cover 5 has a marginal 
flange 6 complemental to and adapted to fit on 
the fange 4 of the pan. Within the area de 
fined by the marginal flange 16, the cover is 
struck up adjacent one end to provide a plu 
rality of flat tapering faces which function to 

(C. 62-103) 
drain defrosting Water toward the Outer edge of 
the cover. The juncture of the intermediate 
portion of the cover and the outer flange forms 
an annular trough la, the trough being deeper 
at one end of the tray or sloping from one end 
to the other, and at the shallower end being pro 
vided with openings or passages 8 through 
which water may find its way into the receptacle. 

In order to prevent the defrosting water which 
finds its way through the lid fS from coming in 
contact with food within the receptacle, a drip 
container or water receptacle 9 is provided at 
One end of the receptacle, this container being 
separate and removable with respect to the tray 
proper in order to maintain the food within the 
receptacle free of contact with the drip water, 

O 

yet subject to a certain amount of moisture 
given off by the drip Water. 
From the foregoing description taken in con 

junction with the drawing, it will be readily 
understood that when the improved combina 
tion defrosting and cold storage tray is disposed 
in the position shown in Fig. 1 beneath the cool 
ing element or evaporator 2, any water result 
ing from defrosting of the cooling unit will fall 
or drip onto the lid of the container, collect in 
the trough 7a and drain towards and through 
the openings i8 into the removable water con 
tainer or receptacle 9. Since this receptacle is 
separate from the main compartment of the 
tray, any food disposed in the latter compartment 
is maintained free of the drip water, yet is 
susceptible to a certain amount of moisture given 
off by the water. Whenever desired, the re 
ceptacle 9 may be removed and emptied simply 
by lifting the cover of the tray and without dis 
turbing any food which may be disposed in the 
food compartment of the tray. 

It will be obvious that certain minor changes 
in construction and design may be made with 
out departing from the scope or spirit of the ina 
vention as defined by the following claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A combination defrosting and storage tray 

for use beneath the COOling unit of a household 
refrigerator comprising a tray proper having up 
standing sides, a COver for the tray adapted to 
fit over said sides and having a convex body por 
tion and a moisture-collecting. trough Or gutter 
therearound inclined towards one end of the 
tray, and whereby moisture and water dropping 
On Said cover drains to said gutter and then to 
Wards the One end of the cover, said latter end 
being provided with Orifices through Which the 
water flows into the tray, and a separate and 
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removable water receptacle mounted in the tray 
beneath said orifices, the remaining portion of 
the tray forming a storage compartment for 
food. 

2. A combination defrosting and Storage tray 
for use beneath the cooling unit of a household 
refrigerator, comprising a pan or tray proper 
having upstanding sides terminating in an Out 
turned flange defining a bead, a cover for the 
tray having a peripheral portion adapted to fit 
over said bead, the body portion of the cover 
being convex in contour rising towards a peak 
at one extremity, the cover sloping from Said 
peak in a plurality of drain surfaces arranged 
to drain drip water towards the periphery of the 
cover, a gutter being formed adjacent said 
periphery which is inclined towards one end of 
the cover, said latter end being formed with one 
or more orifices permitting water to pass there 
through into the tray, and a separate and re 
movable water receptacle mounted in the tray 
beneath said orifices, the remaining portion of 
the tray forming a storage compartment for food. 

3. A tray for use in a household refrigerator 
adapted to be positioned beneath the cooling unit 
of the refrigerator, comprising a tray proper, 
means forming a partition therein dividing the 
same into a compartment for the storage of pro 
duce and another compartment for the reception 
and retention of defrosting water, and a cover 
for the tray constructed and normally arranged 
to drain drip water into the water compartment, 
said partition-forming means being arranged in 
a manner Such as to prevent contact of Water With 
produce yet cooperating with the cover to define 
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a passage for moisture given off by the water to 
the produce compartment to maintain produce 
in the latter compartment in a humid condition. 

4. A tray for use in a household refrigerator to 
be positioned beneath the cooling unit of the lat 
ter, comprising a tray proper having a compart 
ment for the storage of produce, means providing 
a water chamber in the tray, said means includ 
ing a partition between the water chamber and 
produce compartment for preventing contact of 
Water with the produce, a cover for the tray Con 
structed and normally arranged to drain drip 
water toward and into said water chamber, said 
cover Overlying the moisture chamber and food 
compartment and normally forming with said 
partition a passage for moisture given off by the 
water to the produce to maintain the same in a 
humid condition. 

5. A tray for use in a household refrigerator to 
be positioned beneath the cooling unit of the 
latter, comprising a tray proper having a com 
partment for the storage of produce and another 
compartment for the reception and retention of 
drip water from the cooling unit, a partition be 
tween said compartments preventing contact of 
water with the produce, a cover for the tray over 
lying both of Said compartments and constructed 
and arranged to drain drip Water toward and 
into said water compartment, there being clear 
ance between the cover and partition to provide 
a passage for moisture from the water compart 
ment to the produce compartment to maintain 
the produce therein in a humid condition. 
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