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70 (all ?Joh0m, ?t madg/ c0?acé????: 
Be it known that I, NrCOLAUS IEWSEN. of 

Portland, in the county of Cumberland, 
State of Maine, have inwented certain neW 
and useful Improvements in Skirt-Gages, Of 
Which the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to a skirt gage Such 

as are used for trimming the lower edges Of 
l:?dies' skirtS. * 
My invention l'elates particularly to that 

claSS of skirt, gages in Which a ring is Sup 
ported on the uppen' ends of Vertical rodS 
?nd is raised and lowered by rackS and pin 
ions or other equivalent dewiceS. In these, 
the Tring has two or more points of Support 
and each is usually prOwided With raising 
and lowering dewiceS. 
The object of my invention is to construct 

:a gage of this class which will do away with 
the Whole oI' the greater part of the hoisting 
mechanism, forming a skirt, gage Which Wiii 
be simple, cheaply made, easily operated and 
kept in repair. ~ 
To this end the invention comprises a, 

ring member and a, base member, the ring 
member being supported from the base at a 
single point only at one. Side of the center 
thereof, through the medium of a TOd Which 
extends from one of said memberS and 
passes loosely through a Socket in the other 
of said members, Whereby the height of the 
ring may be readily adjusted to any desired 
height, and its own weight will Serve to hold 
the Same in itS adjusted pOSition. 

I illustrate my invention by means of the 
accompanying draWing in Which 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a skirt 
gage constructed according to my invention, 
With a portion in section. On the line ?/--?/ Of 
Fig. 2, Fig. 2 is a plan with Section. On the 
line a?-? of Fig. 1, and Fig. 8 is a wertical 
section showing a, Simple manner of COn 
structing the dewice. 

Referring to the form of the imVention 
illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2, A designates a, 
base upon which the person to be fitted 
stands, said base being provided. With Sup 
porting legS (Z, ¢, ?, and 6. Adjustably 
Supported upon the base A is the marking 
ring B, which in the form_illustrated in the 
drawing, is in the form of a flat ring from 
the inner edge of which depends a vertical 
flange. The ring B is Supported upon the 
base from a ?ingle point at one side of the 
center thereof, a rod b being utilized for this 
purpose, said rod depending from the pe- ! 

riphery Of the ring and being secured there 
to by a SCrew %^ or in any other suitable 
manner. The rOd Ö loosely || engages a 
Socket ?’ formed in the Supporting leg¢ of 
the base. H'rom this construction it Will be 
apparent that the ring may be readily raised 
and loWered Irelative to the base to adjust 
the Same and that When the ring is SO ad 
justed the Weight thereof Will cause the I'Od { 
b) Carried thereby to bind in the S0cket (** and 
therebyhold the said ring against move 
Iment. To further' adjust the ring Or to re 
store the Same to its mormal position, it is 
Simply necessary to . I'aise the periphery a 
slight distance to relieve the rod b from the 
binding action of the Socket ?’, after which 
the ring may be readily adjusted. The ring 
is preferably prOwided with means for rais 
ing and loWering the Same, and in the form 
of invention illustrated in FigS. 1 and 2, 
this is accomplished by forming a rack on 
the inner Surface of the rod Ö Which is en 
gaged by a pinion (d carried by a Shaft d^ 
which is journaled in a suitable bearing d* 
formed on the leg ?. The shaft d/^ is pro 
wided With an operating handle d/* of uny 
convenient type. 
When the ring is to be used the perSon to 

be fitted stands on the base A and the por 
tion of the periphery. Qf the ring opposite 
the rod b is elevated slightly, after which the 
ring can be readily raised to the desired 
height by manipulating the handle d*. 
In F'ig. 8 of the imwention a simpler form 

of the dewice is illustrated, the ring ? in this 
instance being prowided With a rod depend 
ing from the periphery thereof which fitS 
loosely in a socket e° formed in the floor¢° 
or the base member. AS in the form of the 
inwention hitherto described, the Weight of 
the ring being at One Side of the Supporting 
rod causes the same to bind in its Socket 
So that the ring Will be automatically main 
tained in any position to Which it may be 
adjusted. While the Supporting rod " and 
its socket are shoWn as being circular in 
cross section, it is obvious that they may 
be of any other Suitable crOSS Section. 
While seweral convenient embodiments of 

the invention are illustrated in the draW 
ings, it is obvious that many changes may 
be made in the forms therein shOWm Without 
departing from the Spirit, and Scope of the 
invention as defined in the appended claimS. 

L claim :- 
1. A skirt gage comprising a base mem 
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ber, a ring_member, and a Single Support at 
One side of the center of the ring member 
adjustably connecting the same to the base 
member', said Support comprising a rod ex. 
tending from ' One of Said members and 
looSely engaging a, Socket formed in the 
other of said members, the Weight of the 
ring member normally holding the Same in 
a slightly canted position to cause the rod 
to bind in the Socket. 

2. A skirt, gage COImprising a base mem 
ber hawing a SOcket formed therein, a n'ing 
member, and a rod depending from the pe 
]riphery Of Said ring member and loosely en 
gaging the SOcket, in the base member', 
whereby the weight .. of the ring member 
Serwes to normally cant the rod and cause 
the Same to bind in the SOcket to hold the 
ring against mOWement. 

8. A skirt, gage comprising a base mem 
ber hawing a Socket, formed therein, a ring 
member, a Single Supporting rOd depending 
from the periphery of the ring member' and 
loOSely engaging the Socket in the base mem 
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ber, the Weight of the ring member nOr 
mally holding the Same in a slightly canted 
position to cause the rod to bind in the 
socket, and means for raising and lowering 
said ring member. 

4. A Skirt gage comprising a, base mem 
ber hawing a Socket formed therein, a ring 
member, a single Supporting rod depending 
from the peripherw of said ring member and 
loosely engaging the socket in the base mem 
ber, the Weight of the ring member nor 
mally holding the Same in a slightly canted 
position to cause the rod to bind in the 
SOcket, Said Supporting rod being prOwided 
With a rack, and a gear carried by the base 
member and meshing With the rack On the Supporting rod. 

In Witness whereof I have hereunto Set 
my hand this 16th day of January, 1900. 

NICOIAUjS IEWSIEN. 
Witnesses : 

S. W. BATps, 
E. W. DENNIS. 
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