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To all whom it may concer:

Beitknownthat I, MeraNcrHON K. ZELLER,
of Bluffton, Allen county, Ohio, have invented
a new and useful Harness-Buckle, of which the
following isa full, clear, and exact description,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, tormlnw part of thls specification,
in which—

TFigure 1 is a top plan view of my improved
buckle in place. Fig. 2 isalongitudinal ver-
tical section of the same. Fig. .3 is a bottom
plan view of the buckle detached, and Fig. 4
is a side elevation of the same.

My invention relates to the class of harness-
buckles having shields, and is designed to pro-
vide an improved device of this character
wherein a projecting lug is placed on the end
eross-bar to retain and fasten the strap in po-
sition without sewing.

In the drawings, 2 2 represent the side
bars of a buckle which i curved or arched
longitudinally, as shown in Figs. 2 and 4.
The side bars are connected by the end bars
3 and 4 and by the intermediate shield 5,
which covers the middle elevated portion of
the arch. This shield is provided with a de-
pending stud or pin 6, arranged to engage a
hole in the single strap 7, which extends un-
der the shield and over the end cross-bars.
The front cross-bar 3§ is relatively depressed
and sufficiently separated from the shield to
permit the insertion of two thicknesses of the
strap and is provided with a central bent
tongue 8, which projects upwardly, or in the
opposite direction from the stud 6, and then
forwardly and is passed through a hole in the
end of the strap 9, such strap being looped
upon itself and passing over the cross-bar 3

‘beneath the strap 7.

‘When the strap 9 is arranded in the posi-
tion shown in Fig. 2, it cannot slip off nor
back down and come loose. It will be noted
that the bent tongue 8 comes beneath the ex-
tension of the strap 7, which covers and hides

(No model.)

it, prevents the tongue from catching outside
articles, and securely holds the looped end of
strap 9 without sewing. At the same time
the end of the loop 9 passing between strap
7 and cross-bar 8 prevents the accidental dis-
engagement of the overlying strap from the
stud 6.

The advantages of my invention result from
the use of the bent tongue on the lower front
cross-bar, since it serves to retain the end of
the strap in place without sewing and pre-
vents the loosening of the through-strap from
the stud by reason of the backing afforded by
the end of theloop. Thestrap ends are pref-
erably inclosed in a general loop 10 in the
usual manner.

Variations may be made in the form and
arrangement of the buckle, the shield, and the
bent tongue without departing from my in-
vention.

I claim—

A harness-buckle comprising two arched
parallel side members having transverse end
bars and a central cross-shield connecting the
side members above the level of the end bars,
the shield having a depending stud, the front
cross-bar having an upstanding tongue pro-
jecting in the opposite direction to that of
the stud and having a forwardly-bent portion
below the level of the shield, the slot between
the shield and the front cross-bar being ar-
ranged to receive two thicknesses of the strap,
while the rear slot between the shield and the
rear cross-bar is arranged to receive one thick-
ness of the strap, the stud being arranged to
pass through the strap which extends through
both slots and overlies the tongue which se-
cures the strap end; substantially as described.

In testimony. Whereof I have hereunto set
my hand.

MELANCTHON E. ZELLER.

‘Witnesses:

‘W. B. GIERHART,
‘Wwu. H. FisaER.
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