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1 Image processing device

11 First region detection unit

12 First color information calculation unit

13 Second region detection unit

14 Second color information calculation unit
15 Color relative information calculation unit
16 Output unit

AA  Captured image

BB First region image information

CC  second region image information

DD First color information

EE  Second color information

FF Color relative information

GG  Color relative information (for example, time series)

(57) Abstract: The present invention enables the output of information based on color information. This image processing
device is provided with: a calculation unit that calculates relative information concerning a difference between first color
information in a first region included in a captured image, and second color information in a second region included in
the captured image; and an output unit that outputs the relative information of a time series for a plurality of captured
images captured at different timings.
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Box No. III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

The number of inventions included in claims 1-11 is 3, and the claims are classified into three inventions described
below.
(Invention 1) Claims 1-5

Claims 1-5 are classified as invention 1 as a result of having the special technical feature of "an image processing
device comprising: a calculation unit that calculates relative information pertaining to a difference between first
color information in a first region included in a captured image and second color information in a second region
included in the captured image; and an output unit that outputs the relative information in time series for a plurality
of captured images captured at different timings".

(Invention 2) Claims 6-8

Claims 6-8 cannot be said to share the same or corresponding special technical feature with claim 1 classified as
invention 1.

Furthermore, claims 6-8 do not depend from claim 1 classified as invention 1.

Therefore, claims 6-8 cannot be classified as invention 1.

Claims 6-8 are classified as invention 2 as a result of having the special technical feature of "a terminal
comprising: a camera; a processing circuit that generates first time-series data relating to the aesthetic aspect of the
skin of a person, or second time-series data relating to the degree of fatigue of a person; and a display that displays
the first time-series data or the second time-series data”.

(Invention 3) Claims 9-11

Claims 9-11 cannot be said to share the same or corresponding special technical feature with claim 1 classified as
invention 1 or claim 6 classified as invention 2.

Furthermore, claims 9-11 do not depend from claim 1 classified as invention 1 or claim 6 classified as invention
2.

Therefore, claims 9-11 cannot be classified as either invention 1 or 2.

Claims 9-11 are classified as invention 3 as a result of having the special technical feature of "a monitoring
method comprising: capturing a plurality of images taken at different timings of the same person; and generating,
from the plurality of images, time-series data relating to the aesthetic aspect of the skin of a person, or time-series
data relating to the degree of fatigue of a person”.

1. As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment
of additional fees.

3. D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. D No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is restricted
to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest fee
was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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