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Claims Nos.: 3(completely); 1, 18(partially)

Claim 3:

According to lines 2 and 3 of claim 3, "the dental restoration is
connected to the outer surface of the dental restoration". A dental
restoration which is connected to its own ocuter surface is not feasihle,
such that claim 3 is so unclear that no search and examination can be
carried out for it.

Claim 1:

The last feature of independent claim 1

{("and / or in which kit-of-parts the recess is formed within the dental
restoration such that the recess is enclosed by the dental restoration
and has no open sides to the peripheral surface of the dental
restoration") is so unclear that no search and examination can be carried
out for it. According to the preceding feature, "the channel of the
dental restoration connects the outer surface of the dental restoration
to the recess". As a consequence, the the recess is not enclosed by the
dental restoration. Therefore, the "and" leads to a contradictory subject
matter in independent c¢laim 1. According to the description (see page 7,
lines 27 to 38, and all figures), the channel, which connects the recess
with the outer surface for of the dental restoration in order to form an
access of a tool to the screw head, is an essential feature of the
invention. Without this feature, the claimed dental kit-of-parts cannot
be connected to an implant. The last feature of independent c¢laim 1,
however, requires that there is no channel, because the recess is
enclosed by the dental restoration. Therefore, the "or" leads to a
subject matter which is not supported by the description, but
contradictory thereto.

Claim 18:

Independent claim 18 concerns only

"preferably a kit-of parts as claimed in any one of the claims 1 to 13"
{see line 2), but refers to the features defined in claims 1 to 13 (see
e.g. "the implant abutment and the dental restoration" in lines 4 and 5).
Therefore, independent claim 1 actually formulated in such a way that it
has to concern the dental kit-of parts claimed in any one of the claims 1
to 13. As a consequence, the first three lines of independent claim 18
are interpreted to read "Method of manufacturing a dental kit-of-parts as
claimed in any one of the claims 1 to 13, comprising the following
steps:" in order to carry out a reasonable search and examination.

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an Internaticnal Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter I1 procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase
before the EPD, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
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out during examination before the EPQ (see EPO Guidelines C-1V¥, 7.2),
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be
overcome.
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