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1. 
My invention relates to a fish stringer. . 
An important object of the invention is to pro 

wide a fish stringer adapted for attachment to the 
gunwale of a boat, and designed to prevent the 
possible loss of fish from such stringer, while they 
are trailing from the boat and submerged in the 
Water. A further object is to provide a fish stringing 
device which is sturdy, durable, and relatively 
inexpensive to manufacture. - Other objects and advantages of the inven 
tion will be apparent during the course of the 
following description. 
In the accompanying drawings, forming a part 

of this application, and in which like numerals 
are employed to designate like parts throughout 
the same, Figure 1 is a side elevation of the fish stringer 
embodying my invention, parts in section, 

Figure 2 is a bottom plan view of the same, parts 
in section, and parts omitted, 

Figure 3 is a vertical transverse section taken 
on line 3-3 of Figure 1, parts omitted, showing 
the needle and chain being passed through one 
Vertical passage, and, 

Figure 4 is a perspective view of a sleeve and 
asSociated elements. In the drawings, where, for the purpose of illus 
tration, is shown a preferred embodiment of my 
invention, the numeral 5 designates the upper 
horizontal plate of an L-shaped clamp bracket 
6, which includes a vertical depending web or 
end plate 7. The upper plate 5 has a preferably 
circular opening 8 near its outer end, for a pur 
pose to be described. Suitably rigidly secured 
to the upper surface of the plate 5, at its trans 
verse center, and near its inner end, by means of 
welding, or the like, is a vertically upstanding 
tubular needle holder or sleeve 9, which is open 
at its upper end. Rigidly secured to the end 
plate , by means of Welding, or the like, are 
transversely spaced cleats 0. These cleats are 
arranged near the lower end of the end plate 7, 
and are adapted for clamping engagement against 
the inner Surface of the gunwale of a boat, 
or the like. 
Spaced beneath the upper plate 5, near the 

Outer end of the Same, adjacent to the open 
ing 8, and having its longitudinal axis parallel 
to the longitudinal center line of the upper plate 
5, is an internally screw-threaded tubular sleeve 
f2. This sleeve 2 has a preferably integral ver 
tical, longitudinal web f3, extending for substan 
tially the full length of the sleeve, and extend 
ing upwardly above the center of the sleeve f2, to 
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2. 
termitate fish. With the lower surface of the 
upper plate. 5. The vertical web f3 supports the 
sleeve. 2, and partitions or divides the opening 
8 into separate vertical passages, through the 
upper plate 5, for a purpose to-be-described. Pref 
erably formed integral with the vertical web f3, 
and having their upper surfaces flush with the 
upper longitudinal edge of the Web, S, are lon 
gitudinally spaced preferably...rectangular hori 
Zontal mounting ears A, which are rigidly se 
cured to the lower Surface of the upper plate 5, 
at opposite sides of the opening 8, by means of 
welding or the like. 

- The internally. Screw-threaded sleeve. 2 re 
ceives a screw-threaded clamp screw 5, having 
a clamping foot f6, and carrying a transverse 
lever or handle. 7 near its outer end. 
A flexible stringer chain. 8, or the like, is 

provided, one end of which has attached to it 
a suitable needle. 9, adapted for being remov 
ably held within the needle holder 9. The needle 9 has a sharp pointed end 20, which engages 
upon the...top. Surface of the upper plate 5, when 
the needle is in the needle holder. The opposite 
end of the stringer chain 8 carries a transverse 
rod or handle 2, adapted for being seated in 
an elongated semi-cylindrical groove or recess 
22, formed in the top surface of the upper plate 
5, and extending longitudinally of the upper plate 
5, and across one of the vertical passages formed 
by the vertical web 3 and the opening 8. The 
chain 8 is adapted for being looped downwardly 
and about the tubular sleeve 2, so that it passes 
through both of the vertical passages in the upper 
plate 5. | 
The operation and use of the fish stringer is as 

follows: The device is clamped to the gunwale or side 
of a boat, by means of the clamp screw 5 and 
clamp bracket 6. The cleats 0 will tend to dig 
slightly into the inner surface of the gunwale, 
and thereby rigidly secure the fish stringer to 
the boat. With the device so arranged, the tubu 
lar sleeve f2 and associated elements, extend out 
Wardly from the gunwale or side of the boat and 
OVer the Water. 
The needle 9 is taken out of the needle hold 

er 9 and is passed together with the chain 8 
downwardly through and out of the vertical pas 
Sage to the right of the web 3, whereupon the 
needle is inserted through the gills and mouth 
of the fish, in the usual manner for stringing 
fish. After the fish has been pushed backwardly 
from the needle 9 onto and along the chain 3 
to the desired extent, the needle 9 is passed 
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upwardly through and out of the same afore 
mentioned vertical passage and then reinserted 
in the needle holder 9. As the chain 8 is of 
sufficient length, it trails partially submerged in 
the water, thus permitting the fish carried by 
the chain to trail submerged in the Water. 
When the device is used as above-described, 

it is extremely unlikely that any of the fish 
which have been caught and strung Will become 
lost. The fish stringer is substantially foolproof, 
and should be very useful, to a fisherman. 

10 

It is to be understood that the form of my in-, 
vention hereWith shown and described, is to be 
taken as a preferred example of the same, and 
that various changes in the shape, size, and ar 
rangement of parts, may be resorted to, without 5. 

departing from the spirit of my invention or the 
Scope of the subjoined claims. 

Having thus described my invention, I claim: 
1. A fish stringer, comprising a clamp bracket 

having an opening, a screw-threaded sleeve as 
sociated with the clamp bracket and adjacent to 
the opening, a clamp Screw for engagement with 
in the screw-threaded sleeve, means for rigidly 
Securing the screw-threaded sleeve to the clamp 
bracket and for dividing the opening into sep 
arate passages, a needle holder secured to the 
clamp bracket, and a stringer chain including a 
needle at One end and a transverse rod at the 
Opposite end passing through the separate pas 
Sages, the transverse rod being supported upon 
the top surface of Said bracket and extending 
acroSS one of said passages, the arrangement be 
ing such that when the needle is held within 
the needle holder and the transverse rod is sup 
ported upon the clamp bracket, the chain extends 
downwardly through the separate passages to 
form a depending loop. 

2. A fish Stringer, comprising a clamp bracket 
having an Opening, a Screw-threaded sleeve ar. 
ranged adjacent to the opening, a clamp screw 
for engaging within the screw-threaded sleeve, a 
Vertical Web Secured to the screw-threaded sleeve 
for supporting the same and secured to the 
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4. 
clamp bracket and dividing the opening into sep 
arate passages, a needle holder associated with 
the clamp bracket, and a stringer chain includ 
ing a needle at One end and a transverse rod 
at the opposite end passing through the separate 
passages, the transverse rod being supported up 
on the top Surface of said bracket and extending 
aCrOSS one of Said passages, the arrangement be 
ing such that when the needle is supported in the 
needle holder and the transverse rod is sup 
ported upon the clamp bracket, the chain ex 
tends downwardly through the separate passages 
for forming a loop. 

3. A fish stringer, comprising a clamp bracket, 
having an opening, a screw-threaded sleeve ar 
ranged beneath the clamp bracket and adjacent 
to the opening, a clamp screw for engagement 
Within the screw-threaded sleeve, a vertical web 
secured to the screw-threaded sleeve for attach 
ing the Same to the clamp bracket and for di 
viding the opening into separate vertical pas 
Sages, an upstanding tubular needle holder se 
cured to the clamp bracket, and a flexible string 
er element including a needle at one end and a 
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transverse rod at the opposite end passing 
through the Separate passages, the transverse rod. 
being supported upon the top surface of said 
bracket and extending across one of said pas 
Sages, the arrangement being such that when 
the needle is supported within the needle holder, 
and the transverse rod is supported upon the 
clamp bracket the chain extends downwardly 
through the separate vertical passages forming a depending loop. 

MATT. J. SMIGLESKI. 
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