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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Aponis Groree K-
warp Lownax, of the city of Winnipeg, in
the Province of Manitoba, Canada, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Score-Counters, of which the following is
the specification.

The invention relates to improvements in
score counters and the principal object of
the invention is to provide a device which
can be utilized for keeping the count or
score of a great variety of card games.

A further object of the invention is to
construct the score counter so that it can be
utilized as a case to hold a pack of cards and
arranged so that the case with contained
cards gives the appearance of a closed book.

A still further object of the invention is
to construct the score counter so that it can
be manufactured at small cost without af-
fecting its efficiency for score keeping pur-

oses. _

With the above objects in view the inven-
tion consists essentially in a score counter
arranged as hereinafter more particularly
described and later pointed out in the ap-
pended claims, reference being had to the
accompanying drawing in which —

Figure 1 represents the score counter as
it appears when closed around a deck of
cards. '

Fig. 2 represents the score counter as it
appears when opened up or lying flat.

Fig. 8 represents the score counter as it
appears when in use. '

Fig. 4 represents a longitudinal sectional
view through the counter. '

Fig. 5 represents a cross sectional view
through the counter. S

In the drawing like characters of refer-
ence indicate corresponding parts in the sev-
eral figures.

The appliance is constructed for the

greater part from a pliable material such as
leather and comprises a substantially rectan-
gular body or backing piece 1 to which I
secure inner end facing pieces 2 and 3 and
a central inner facing piece 4. The central
facing piece is comparatively marrow and
passes across the backing piece, being secured
to it by sewing in three places as indicated at
5,6 and 7. Between the seams thus formed
I provide pockets 8 and 9 which receive slid-
ably score strips later described.

The strips 2 and 3 are each sewn to the
backing piece by six distinct equi-spaced

lengthwise extending and parallel seams 10,
11, 12, 13, 14 and 15 which provide between
them five distinct lengthwise extending pock-
ets 16, 17, 18, 19. and 20 adapted to receive
slidably score strips latér described. Cross
seams 21 and 22 close the inner ends of the
latter pockets. ’

The cross pockets 8 and 9 receive at each
end pairs of score strips 23, 24, 25 and 26
while the pockets 16, 17, 18, 19 and 20 eac
receive a single score strip 27.
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All of the score strips are constructed '

from a more or less stiff material such as
celluloid and they are designed in respect
to the pockets such that when manipulated

by the fingers they will slide in and out:

readily but otherwise, such that when left
in set position they will retain the position
owing to the frictional contact between the
strips and the interior walls of the pockets.
The end of each strip is formed with a
finger piece 28 which, in the present in-
stance, is in the nature of a coil formed by
rolling the outer end of each celluloid strip
backwardly on itself as best shown in Fig. 4.
The strips are considered in the “fully in”
or “no score” position when the coils.engage
%19, outer ends of the pockets as shown in
ig. 2. : ' L :
The end strips or those 27 are all marked

on the upper faces with the numbers 0, 1,

2,3,4,5,6,7 8 and 9 appearing in arith-
metical progression and reading outwardly
from the inner ends of the strips to the outer
or coiled ends.’
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The side strips, or those 23, 24, 25 and.

26, are all marked on the upper faces with
the numbers 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, T, 8 and 9 which
read inwardly in arithmetical progression

95

from the coiled ends of the strips.to the

inner ends. : .

In order to adapt the score counter for
keeping the score for such special games
as “bridge whist” and “five hundred” I make
a division between the pockets such as by
drawing a heavy line at the seams 12, which
line T call the “bridge line” and on the cross
piece 4 I print the words “rubbers” and
“games,” the count of the rubbers being kept
by the score strips 23 and 26, while the count
of the games is kept by the score strips 24
and 25.

On the inner face of the counter I draw
two special circles 29 and 20 which are util-
ized in the game of five hundred to indi-
cate when the score is a negative one or as
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‘counter over the deck of cards.

customarily called “in the hole.” Such is
the condition when a coin or other article
is placed in the circle.

The counter as shown is specially adapt-
ed for two players, each of which keeps his
count by manipulating the strips. For
ordinary games, where only a straight count
is kept, all the end strips 27 are used, one
preferably starting at the right and keep-
ing track of his score by adding up and pull-
ing out the strips as the score increases.
As an example the score of points 15716 is
indicated at one end of the counter, while
the score 14824 is indicated at the other end
of the counter.

The number of games played can be in-
dicated by pulling out the side strips as
will be readily understood.

To utilize the scorer for keeping the score
in “bridge whist” the strips in the pockets
19 and 20 are utilized for keeping the
“points” score while those in the pockets 16,
17 and 18 are utilized for keeping the
“honors” score. The “games” and “rub-
bers” won are indicated by pulling out the
strips 28, 24, 25 and 26. As an example, in
Fig. 8 one party has a score of 16 “points,”
157 “honors,” 1 “game” and 2 “rubbers,”

~while the other party has a score of 24

“points,” 148 “honors,” 3 “games” and 2
“rubbers.”

From ‘the above disclosure it will be ap-
parent that this appliance provides a very

anexpensive and simple device for keeping

scores.

_When not in-use as a scorer the article can
be used as a case or holder for the deck of
cards indicated at 31. The cross strip 4
is preferably chosen of a width approxi-
mately equal to the thickness of a pack of
cards and the strips 2 and 3 are preferably
chosen of a length approximately equal to
the length of a pack of cards. Accordingly
then, when one is through playing, he simply
shoves in the score strips and closes the
An elastic
band 32 can, if desired, be placed around the
scorer to hold the deck in place. '

What I claim as my invention is:—

1. A score counter comprising a substan-

Coples 'of this patent may be obtained for

1,289,838

tially rectangular backing strip, substan-
tially rectangular facing strips applied on
the inner face of the backing strip and se-
cured thereto by a plurality of parallel
lengthwise extending seams providing inter-
vening lengthwise extending pockets, a cen-
tral facing strip applied on the inner face
of the backing strip and interposed between
the inner ends of the other facing ‘strips
and secured to the backing strip by parallel
cross seams forming intervening crosswise
extending pockets and score strips mounted
for in and out movement within all the

pockets and provided at the outer ends with -

finger pieces and having score numbers
placed thereon and arranged in arithmetical
progression. _

2. A score counter comprising a substan-
tially rectangular backing strip, substan-
tially rectangular facing strips applied on
the 1nner face of the backing strip and se-
cured thereto by a plurality of parallel
lengthwise extending seams providing in-
tervening lengthwise extending pockets, a
central facing strip applied on the inner
face of the backing strip and interposed be-
tween the inner ends of the other facing

strips and secured to the backing strip by

parallel cross seams forming intervening
crosswise -extending pockets, similar score
strips mounted for in and out movement
within the lengthwise extending pockets and
provided at the outer ends with finger pieces
and having the numbers 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7,
8 and 9 arranged thereon in arithmetical
progression with the larger numbers toward
the outer ends of the strips and score strips
mounted for in and out movement in the
crosswise extending pockets and fitted at
their outer ends with finger pieces and hav-
ing the numbers 1, 2, 3, 4,5, 6,7, 8 and 9 ar-
ranged thereon in arithmetical progression
and with the smaller numbers toward the
outer ends of the latter strips.

Signed ‘at Winnipeg, this 10th day of
November 1917.

" ADONIS GEORGE EDWARD LOWMAN.
In the presence of—
Gerarp S. RoxsureH,
K. B. WAREFIELD.

five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents,
‘Washington, D, C.”
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