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[57] ABSTRACT

Display case for an object of the type having spaced
parallel generally planar first and second major sur-
faces having a member which is provided with an open-
ing therein which is sized to receive the object to be dis-
played with the member having first and second major
spaced apart parallel planar surfaces which are gener-
ally flush with the first and second major surfaces of the
object placed within the opening and having an enclo-
sure mounted on the member and generally enclosing
the member with the enclosure having a side wall with
an opening therein to permit the member to be inserted
into and removed from the enclosure.

25 Claims, 7 Drawing Figures
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1
DISPLAY CASE AND ASSEMBLY THEREOF

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation-in-part of applica-
tion Ser. No. 148,497, filed June 1, 1971; now aban-
doned.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to display cases and particu-
larly to display cases which can be utilized for display-
ing metals, coins and the like.

Display cases have heretofore been provided for
coins, metals and the like. However, such display cases
have lacked utility in certain respects. For example,
they have not been useful for providing a free-standing
display. In addition, they have not been particularly at-
tractive. There is, therefore, a need for a new and im-
proved display case.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION AND OBJECTS
The display case for an object of the type which has
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spaced parallel, generally planar first and second major .

surfaces consists of a member having an opening
therein which is sized to receive the object to be dis-
played. The member has first and second major spaced
apart, parallel planar surfaces surrounding the opening
which are generally flush with the first and second
major surfaces of the object to be placed within the
opening. An enclosure is mounted on the member and
generally encloses said member with the object therein.
The enclosure has a side wall with an opening therein
to permit the member to be slidably inserted into and
removed from the enclosure. The enclosure has front
and rear walls overlying the opening in said member.
The front and rear walls are transparent to permit view-
ing of the object in the opening. Cooperative means
carried by the member and the enclosure releasably re-
tain the member within the enclosure.

In general, it is an object of the present invention to
provide a display case which can be utilized for display-
ing objects such as metals, coins and the like.

Another object of the invention is to provide a dis-
play case of the above character in which the object to
be displayed can be readily inserted and removed.

Another object of the invention is to provide a dis-
play case of the above character which is provided with
means whereby one display case can be releasably se-
cured to another so that they can be mounted side by
side and formed into an assembly. :

Another object of the invention is to provide a dis-
play case and assembly thereof in which the display
case is provided with means whereby one display case
can be stacked on top of another to form an assembly.

Another object of the invention is to provide a dis-
play case of the above character in which a removable
enclosure is provided.

Another object of the invention is to provide a dis-
play case of the above character which can be inexpen-
sively fabricated and assembled.

Another object of the invention is to provide a dis-
play case of the above character which is free standing.

Another object of the invention is to provide a dis-
play case and assembly thereof which is particularly at-
tractive,

Another object of the invention is to provide a dis-
play case and assembly thereof which is provided with
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inserts so that different sizes of coins and metals can be
displayed in the same size of display case.

Another object of the invention is to provide a dis-
play case and assembly thereof which can be utilized
for displaying photographs and other objects.

Additional objects and features of the invention will
appear from the following description in which the pre-
ferred embodiemnts are set forth in detail in conjunc-
tion with the accompanying drawing.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

FIG. 1 is a side elevational view of a display case in-
corporating the present invention and shows in broken
lines the marner in which another display case can be
releasably connected thereto so the cases will be
mounted end to end.

"FIG. 2 is a bottom plan view of the display case
shown in FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view taken along the line
3—3 of FIG. 1 and shows how another display case can
be mounted on top of it to form an assembly.

FIG. 4 is an exploded view of the display case show-
ing the lid or enclosure separated from the base and the
tongue-like member mounted thereon.

FIG. 5 is an exploded view of a display case showing
a number of different types of inserts which can be uti-
lized in conjunction with the same for holding coins
and metals of various sizes and also for holding photo-
graphs and the like.

FIG. 6 is a partial cross-sectional view of a portion of
the display device and showing an insert.

FIG. 7 is a front elevational view of a plurality of dis-
play cases stacked side by side and upon ‘each other
showing the use for the various types of inserts.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT -

The display case incorporating the present invention
consists of a base 11 which is adapted to sit or rest upon
a support surface so that the display case will be free
standing. The base 11 is provided with a tongue-like
member which is adapted to have a lid or enclosure 13
slidably mounted thereon.

The base 11 with its tongue-like member 12 are
formed integral with each other. However, it should be
appreciated that, if desired, they could be formed as
separate parts and then fastened together by suitable
means such as cement. The base 11 with its tongue-like
member 12 can be formed of any suitable material such
as a plastic which is injection molded to form the part.

The base 11 consists of an elongate body 16 which is
generally rectangular in cross-section and which has
formed integral therewith two downwardly extending,
outwardly inclined legs 17 and 18 which extend longi-
tudinally of the body 16. The legs 17 and 18 are pro-
vided with bottom planar surfaces 19 which lie in the
same plane and which are parallel and spaced from the
lower surface of the body 16 and are adapted to rest
upon a support such as a table so that the body is sup-
ported so that it lies in a generally horizontal plane par-
allel to the surface of the table upon which the base is
resting. The base 11 is also provided with a pair of
spaced parallel downwardly extending protrusions 21
and 22 formed integrally with the leg 17 and extending
between the same. The protrusions 21 and 22 are pro-
vided with oppositely facing spaced parallel surfaces 23
and 24 which are utilized for a purpose hereinafter de-
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scribed. A pair of spaced reinforcing blocks 26 are pro-
vided between the surfaces 23 and 24 and are formed
integral with the base. The legs 17 and 18 are provided
with outer inclined planar surfaces 27 which have elon-
gate recesses 29 formed therein extending longitudi-
nally thereof which are adapted to receive strips 31 that
are mounted therein. The strips 31 can be in the form
of a decorative vinyl trim tape or, in the alternative, can
be formed in the form of a tape which has certain indi-
cia (not shown) thereon.

It should be noted that the lower extremities of the
protrusions 21 and 22 are spaced slightly above the
lower extremities of the surfaces 19 of the legs 17 and
18 so that they will not interfere with the support pro-
vided for the base by the legs 17 and 18.

Means is provided on the base whereby a plurality of
the bases can be removably interconnected end to end
to form an assembly of the same as hereinbefore de-
scribed. Such means consists of a male member 36
which is rectangular in cross-section and which is
formed as a portion of one end of the body 16. A com-
plementary female recess 37 is provided on the other
end of the body 16 and is of such a size so that the male
member provided on one base can fit into the female
recess on another base. The male member 36 and the
recess 37 are sized so that there is a relatively tight slip
fit between the same so that the two bases will be held
together relatively firmly but can be pulled apart under
the application of a separating force to the bases. The
manner in which one base can be secured to another is
shown in broken lines in FIG. 1.

The tongue-like member 12 extends vertically from
the top of the base 16 and is provided with spaced pla-
nar paralle! first and second major surfaces 41 and 42.
The tongue-like member 12 is provided with an open-
ing 43 which extends through the surfaces 41 and 42
and which is of such a size and shape so that it is
adapted to receive the object which is to be displayed
in the display case. For example, as shown in the draw-
ing, the opening 43 can be circular so that it is adapted
to receive a metal or a coin which has first and second
spaced parallel major planar surfaces with a circular
rim joining the same. The thickness of the tongue-like
member 12 is such that the first and second major sur-
faces 41 and 42 of the tongue-like member are gener-
ally flush with the first and second major surfaces of the
metal or coin mounted in the opening 43. The surfaces
41 and 42 can be considered as front and rear surfaces.
The tongue-like member can have any desired configu-
ration, for example, it can be rectangular and thus pro-
vided with side edges 46 and 47 and a top edge 48 as
shown. The opening 43 is defined by an annular surface
44 which is tapered or inclined as shown particularly in
FIG. 3 so that the coin or metal which is to be mounted
in the same can be press fitted into the opening 43.

The surfaces 41 and 42 are provided with a texturing
to give a pleasing effect and also to cover any surface
blemishes which may be present from the molding. This
texturing can be accomplished by cross hatching
formed by spaced parallel line-like recesses 49 which
extend horizontally and vertically at right angles to
each other on the surfaces 41 and 42 as shown particu-
larly in FIG. 1.

The lid or enclosure 13 is adapted to slip over the
tongue-like member 12 to enclose the object contained
therein and is generally rectangular as shown. It is pro-
vided with spaced parallel top and botiom walls 51 and
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52 and spaced parallel side walls 53 and 54 extending
at right angles to the top and bottom walls 51 and 52.
The bottom wall 52 is provided with an elongate open-
ing 56 which opens into a recess 57 formed within the
lid or enclosure 13 and which is generally rectangular
and of a size so that it is adapted to accept the tongue-
like member 12.

The lid or enclosure 13 can be formed of a suitable
material such as plastic and can be formed by what is
called a “cored hole” process to form the recess 57
with the opening 56. When constructed in this manner,
it can be seen that the lid or enclosure 13 has a three-
sided rim 59 between which there extends spaced par-
allel front and rear walls 61 and 62. In order to permit
viewing of the object which is carried by the tongue-
like member 12, at least the walls 61 and 62 should be
transparent. Preferably, in order to give a more attrac-
tive appearance to the case, the base 11 with the
tongue-like member 12 can be formed of a suitable
dark material such as black plastic, whereas the lid or
enclosure can be formed of a suitable transparent plas-
tic. To add to the attractiveness of the lid or enclosure
13, rectangular recesses 63 can be provided on the op-
posite outer sides of the walls 61 and 62 which open
through the bottom wall 52 as shown in FIGS. 1 and 3.

Cooperative means is provided for releasably secur-
ing the lid or enclosure 13 to the tongue-like member
12 carried by the base 11 and consists of a pair of
spaced spherical bumps or portions 66 provided on op-
posite sides of the surfaces 41 and 42 at their lower ex-
tremities on opposite sides thereof which are adapted
to seat in spaced spherical recesses 67 provided on the
inside surfaces of the walls 61 and 62 of the lid or en-
closure 13.

Operation and use of the display case may now be
briefly described as follows. Let it be assumed that it is
desired to mount a metal or coin within the opening 43
in the tongue-like member 12. The lid is moved to the
position shown in FIG. 1 by pulling the tongue-like
member 12 carried by the base 11 so that the recesses
67 snap off of the spherical sections or portions 66 so
that the lid is free thereafter to slip off of the tongue-
like member. The coin or metal is then pressed into the
opening 43 against the tapered surface 44. After the
coin or metal is in place, the lid 13 is then slid down-
wardly over the tongue-like member 12 and the metal
or coin carried in the opening 43. This movement is
continued until the bottom wall 52 of the lid or enclo-
sure 13 comes to rest against the top surface of the
body 16. At the same time this is occurring, the spheri-
cal portions 66 will snap into the recesses 67 to yielda-
bly or resiliently retain the lid in engagement with the
tongue-like member 12.

The display case is then ready for display. For exam-
ple, it can be positioned on a table or support with the
base 11 resting on the table or support so that it is free-
standing so that the coin or metal carried by the same
is displayed in a vertical position. Both sides of the coin
or metal can be readily viewed in the attractive case.
The tongue-like member 12 which has the textured sur-
faces 41 and 42 provides an attractive border for the
coin or metal. As pointed out previously, the strips 31
provided on the legs 17 and 18 can be for decorative
purposes or, alternatively, can carry labels as, for ex-
ample, labels describing the metal or coin.
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The display case is of relatively small size and a rela-
tively large number of the same can be stored in a box
or the like if desired.

As pointed out above, the display case is formed in
such a manner that a plurality of the display cases can
be assembled into a unitary assembly to also provide an
attractive display. Thus, for example, a plurality of the
display cases can be mounted end to end by merely po-
sitioning the male member of one display case in the
female recess of the adjacent display case. In this way,
a plurality of display cases can be mounted end to end
in a unitary assembly as shown in broken lines in FIG.
2.

In addition, or alternatively, the display cases can be
stacked one on top of the other. Thus, as shown in FIG.
3, a base 11 of the upper case can be mounted upon the
top portion of the lid or enclosure i3 of the lower dis-
play case in such a manner that the surfaces 23 and 24
slip over the top portion of the rim 59 of the lid or en-
closure 13 so that the top display case is frictionally re-
tained on the lower display case. Thus, it can be seen
that the display cases can be mounted one upon the
other or, alternatively, can be mounted end to end. In
this way, assemblies of display cases of various sizes can
be provided. For example, a display case assembly can
be provided which is four cases long. Alternatively, a
display case assembly can be provided in which merely
two display cases are mounted, one on top of the other.
Still another display case assembly would be to provide
two rows of four display cases mounted end to end with
one row of display cases being mounted on top of the
other row of display cases to provide an assembly of
display cases which is four cases long and two cases
high. Other arrangements can be readily provided to
form the desired type of assembly. '

Additional embodiments of the invention are shown
in FIGS. 5-7. As will be noted, the base 11 with its
tongue-like member 12 is substantially identical to the
base 11 in the embodiments hereinbefore described.
The only difference is that an annular surface 44a is
provided which is not tapered or inclined as in the pre-
vious embodiments. The lid or enclosure 13 is also sim-
ilar to the lid or enclosure hereinbefore described with
the exception that the cooperative means for releasably
securing the lid or enclosure 13 to the tongue-like
member 12 consists of raised truncated pyramid-like
bumps 71 provided on opposite sides of the tongue-like
member 12 adjacent the lower extremity of the tongue-
like member and substantially at the mid point between
the opposite sides of the tongue-like member. These
bumps 71 are adapted to seat in recesses 72 having a
similar shape provided in the walls 61 and 62 and open-
ing through the inner surfaces of the same. They also
are positioned adjacent the lower extremities of the
walls 61 and 62 approximately mid-way between the
sides of the same so that when the lid or enclosure 13
is slid over the tongue-like portion it will cooperatively
engage the bumps 71 and the bumps will seat within the
recesses 72 and retain the lid or enclosure on the
tongue-like portion 12,

One or more inserts 76 are adapted to be inserted
into the opening 43 for a purpose hereinafter de-
scribed. Each of the inserts 76 is preferably formed of
the same material as the tongue-like member 12 and is
in the form of an annular member or ring which is pro-
vided with an outer annular surface 77 and an inner an-
nular surface 78. The annular surface 78 is of such a
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size so that it can snugly fit within the opening 43
formed by the annular surface 44a. Similarly, the open-
ing 79 which is defined by the inner annular surface 78
is of such a size so that it is adapted to receive a coin
or metal 81 represented in broken lines.

Another insert 82 is shown which can be utilized in
place of the insert 76 for smaller coins and metals. It is
also provided with an outer annular surface 83 and an
inner annular surface 84. The inner annular surface 84
defines a centrally disposed opening 86 which is
adapted to receive the coin or metal 87. The annular
surface 83 is of a size so that it will snugly fit against the
surface 44a. Both the inserts 76 and 82 will have a
thickness which is approximately the same as the thick-
ness of the tongue-like member 12.

A different type insert 87 is also shown in FIG. 5. It
is in the form of a flat disc and is provided with an outer
annular surface 88 which is adapted to seat against the
surface 44a as with the previous inserts. The disc, how-
ever, is solid and is formed of the same material as the
tongue-like member 12. However, it is provided with a
slight circular recess 88 which has a diameter slightly
less than the diameter of the insert 87 so that a decora-
tive rim 89 is provided. A picture 91 may be mounted
within the recess 88.

Use of the display cases with the inserts is shown in
FIG. 7. The mounting of the display cases side by side
and on top of each other is clearly shown and as herein- -
before described in connection with the previous em-
bodiments. Thus, inserts of various sizes have been
shown. All of the openings in the tongue-like member
are of the same size. Thus, inserts having openings of
different sizes therein are utilized to mount coins of dif-
ferent sizes. Thus, for example, for mounting a United
States 50 cent piece 92, there is provided an insert 93.
Similarly, for the United States 25 cent piece 94, there
is provided an insert 96 which has a smaller opening.
In the same manner, for the United States 10 cent piece
97, there is provided an insert 98 and for the 5 cent
piece 99, there is provided an insert 101. A similar type
insert could be provided for the United States penny
102. However, in order to illustrate another embodi-
ment of the invention, there have been provided three
different inserts 103, 104 and 106. In this manner, it
can be seen that in place of one insert, there can be
provided a plurality of inserts which serve the same
function as a single unitary insert. In addition, the use
of the multiple inserts makes it possible to size the
openings in the other inserts so that coins of other sizes
can be displayed merely by removing one or more of
the inserts which have been provided until there is an
opening of the desired size for the coin or metal to be
mounted. The inserts 163, 104 and 106 all have the
same thickness and may be formed of the same mate-
rial as the tongue-like member 12. Thus, it can be seen
that either a single insert can be utilized for each coin
of each size or a plurality of nested inserts can be pro-
vided which can accommodate coins or metals of vari-
ous sizes.

In the uppeér left-hand corner of FIG. 7, there is pro-
vided a display device in which there is mounted a cir-
cular disc 168 of the type hereinbefore described which
has a photograph 109 mounted thereon. The display
device in the upper right-hand corner of FIG. 7 has an
opening which is blank.

From the foregoing, it can be seen that a very utilitar-
jan display case has been provided in which a single
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coin or metal or other object can be attractively dis-
played. It also can be seen that the display cases can be
mounted in assemblies to display s plurality of objects
such as coins or metals. The dis zase assembly is
still very attractive. The base ! ded on the dis-
play case is sufficiently wide latively large
free-standing assemblies can be u 3y the utiliza-
tion of inserts, coins and metals of varicus sizes can be
mounted in the same display case. Alsc, ehotographs of
children and the like can be mounted in the display
cases.

Although the display case is principally intended to
be utilized in which the lid or cover can be removed,
it should be appreciated that, if desired, the lid or cover
can be cemented in place to provids an air-tight enclo-
sure. This might be desirable for proof-type coins and
the like.

The construction of the dispiay case is such that it
can be made relatively simpiy by injection molding. It
should be appreciated that with a few minor changes
the display case could be formed from extruded parts.
The display case is formed in such a manner that it is
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relatively inexpensive. In addition, it can be readily as- -

sembled for shipment.

We claim:

1. In a display case for an object of the type having
spaced parallel, generally planar first and second major
surfaces, a generally rectangular tongue-like member
having an opening therein defined by a continuous sur-
face which is sized to receive the object to be displayed,
said member having first and second major spaced
apart parallel planar surfaces which are generaily flush
with the first and second major surfaces of the object
to be placed in the opening, and an enclosure mounted
on said tongue-like member and generally enveloping
said tongue-like member, said enclosure having at least
one side wall, said enclosure havinga generally rectan-
gular recess therein and extending through an opening
provided in said one side wall to permit said tongue-like
member to be slidably inserted into said recess in said
enclosure, said enclosure having front and rear walls
overlying said opening in said member, said front and
rear walls being transparent to permit viewing of an ob-
ject in the opening in said tongue-like member.

2. A display case as in claim 1 together with coopera-
tive means in the form of a recess and a bump carried
by said tongue-like member and said enclosure for re-
leasably retaining said tongue-like member within said
enclosure.

3. A display case as in claim 1 together with a base
secured to said tongue-like member, said base being
provided with a pair of outwardly and downwardly ex-
tending legs, said legs providing a generally planar bot-
tom surface extending at right angles to the plane of the
tongue-like member so that the base can rest upon a
surface so that the display case is free-standing to retain
said tongue-like member in a generally vertical posi-
tion.

4. A display case as in claim 1 wherein said opening
in said tongue-like member is generally circular.

5. A display case as in claim 1 wherein said tongue-
like member is opaque.

6. A display case as in claim 5 wherein said first and
second major surfaces of said tongue-like member are
textured.

7. A display case as in claim 1 together with coopera-
tive means carried by said display case whereby one
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display case can be releasably secured to another dis-
play case for side-by-side mounting.

8. A display case as in claim 7 wherein said base
member is formed with a male tongue-like portion on
one side and a female recess on the other side.

9. In a display case for an object of the type having
spaced parallel, generally planar first and second major
surfaces, a generally rectangular tongue-like member
having an opening therein defined by a continuous sur-
face which is sized to receive the object to be displayed,
said member having first and second major spaced
apart parallel planar surfaces which are generally flush
with the first and second major surfaces of the object
to be placed in the opening, and an enclosure mounted
on said tongue-like member and generally enveloping
said tongue-like member, said enclosure having at least
one side wall, said enclosure having a generally rectan-
gular recess therein and extending through an opening
provided in said one side wall to permit said tongue-like
member to be slidably inserted into said recess in said
enclosure, said enclosure having front and rear walls
overlying said opening in said member, said front and
rear walls being transparent to permit viewing of an ob-
ject in the opening in said tongue-like member, said
base being provided with a pair of outwardly and down-
wardly extending legs with a recess formed therebe-
tween whereby said legs are adapted to receive the
upper portion of the enclosure of another display case.

10. A display case as in claim 3 together with a strip
secured to the outer surface of at least one of the legs.

11. A display case as in claim 1 wherein said surface
is tapered.

12. A display case as in claim 1 together with an in-
sert disposed in said opening in said tongue-like mem-
ber, said insert being adapted to carry an object to be
displayed.

13. A display device as in claim 12 wherein said in-
sert is removably mounted in the opening in said
tongue-like member.

14. A display case as in claim 12 wherein said insert
has an opening therein adapted to receive the object to
be displayed.

15. A display case as in claim 12 wherein a disc is re-
movably mounted in said insert and a pictorial repre-
sentation carried by said disc.

16. A display case as in claim 1 together wnth a plu-

rality of inserts mounted in said opening in said tongue-
like member, said inserts being disposed one within the
other and frictionally engaging each other.

17. A display case as in claim 16 wherein said inner-
most insert has an opening therein adapted to receive
an object to be displayed.

18. A display case as in claim 12 wherein said insert
has approximately the same thickness as the tongue-
like member.

19. In a display case assembly, first and second dis-
play cases for displaying an object of the type having
spaced parallel, generally planar first and second major
surfaces, each of said display cases having a generally
rectangular tongue-like member with an opening
therein defined by a continuous surface which is
adapted to receive the object which is to be displayed,
said tongue-like member having first and second major
spaced apart, parailel planar surfaces which are gener-
ally flush with the first and second surfaces of the ob-
ject to be displayed within the opening, an enclosure
mounted on said tongue-like member and generally en-
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closing said tongue-like member, said enclosure having
at least one side wall, said enclosure having a generally
rectangular recess therein opening through said one
side wall of the enclosure to permit the tongue-like
member to be slidably inserted into and removed from
said enclosure, said enclosure having front and rear
walls overlying said opening in said member, said front
and rear walls being transparent to permit viewing of
the object in the opening, and cooperative means car-
ried by each of said display members whereby said first
and second display members are releasably connected
together to form a unitary display.

20. A display case assembly as in claim 19 wherein
said cooperative means includes means carried by each
of the display cases for mounting the display cases end
to end.

21. A display case assembly as in claim 19 wherein
said cooperative means includes means carried by each
of the display cases for mounting the display cases one
on top of the other.

22. A display case assembly as in claim 20 wherein
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said cooperative means includes a male member car-
ried by the tongue-like member and a female recess
carried by the tongue-like member opposite the male
member. '

23. A display case assembly as in claim 20 wherein
each of said display cases includes a base secured to the
tongue-like member and wherein said base includes a
male portion carried by the base and a female recess
carried by the base opposite the male member, said
male member of one display case being inserted in the
female recess of the other display case.

24. A display case assembly as in claim 21 wherein
said base is provided with a recess extending longitudi-
nally thereof, said recess in said one display case re-
ceiving the upper extremity of the enclosure of the
other display case.

25. A display case as in claim 19 together with at
lease one insert disposed in an opening of one of the

display cases.
* & # * *



