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(57) ABSTRACT 

In one embodiment, an enterprise solution framework is 
provided. A configuration segment is provided for specify 
ing a configuration of an enterprise. The configuration 
segment includes a system for centrally managing core 
enterprise reference data, including: (1) a centralized master 
repository containing the reference data; (2) an internal 
services framework providing internal services for manag 
ing the reference data, the internal services having direct 
access to the reference data for management purposes; and 
(3) an infrastructure services layer providing bulk: data 
transfers of reference data between the repository and exter 
nal operational systems according to enterprise-level busi 
ness workflows, the external operational systems being 
permitted indirect access to the reference data for opera 
tional purposes. A planning segment is provided for plan 
ning according to the configuration specified in the configu 
ration segment. An execution segment is provided for 
execution according to output of the planning segment. A 
monitoring segment is provided for monitoring according to 
output of the execution segment. External operational sys 
tems embody the planning, execution, and monitoring seg 
mentS. 
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ENTERPRISE SOLUTION FRAMEWORK 
NCORPORATING AMASTER DATA 

MANAGEMENT SYSTEM FOR CENTRALLY 
MANAGING CORE REFERENCE DATA 
ASSOCATED WITH AN ENTERPRISE 

CLAIM OF PRIORITY 

0001. This is a continuation application of U.S. patent 
application Ser. No. 10/847,009 filed on 17 May 2004 
entitled “ENTERPRISE SOLUTION FRAMEWORK 
INCORPORATING AMASTER DATA MANAGEMENT 
SYSTEM FOR CENTRALLY MANAGING CORE REF 
ERENCE DATA ASSOCIATED WITH AN ENTER 
PRISE, which is a continuation of U.S. patent application 
Ser. No. 10/755,437 entitled “MASTER DATA MANAGE 
MENT SYSTEM FOR CENTRALLY MANAGING 
CACHED DATA REPRESENTING CORE ENTERPRISE 
REFERENCE DATA MAINTAINED AS LOCKED IN 
TRUE STATE READ ONLY ACCESS UNTIL COMPLE 
TION OF MANIPULATION PROCESS, filed 12 Jan. 
2004, now U.S. Pat. No. 7,213,037, which claims the benefit 
under 35 U.S.C. S 119(e) of U.S. Provisional Application Ser. 
No. 60/469,501 filed 9 May 2003 entitled “SYSTEM FOR 
CENTRALLY MANAGING CORE REFERENCE DATA 
ASSOCIATED WITH AN ENTERPRISE and U.S. Prov 
sional Application Ser. No. 60/439,864 filed 13 Jan. 2003 
entitled BUSINESS CONFIGURATION MANAGE 
MENT SYSTEM. 

0002 U.S. patent application Ser. No. 10/847,037, U.S. 
patent application Ser. No. 10/755,437, U.S. Provisional 
Application Ser. No. 60/469,501, and U.S. Provisional 
Application Ser. No. 60/439,864 are commonly assigned to 
the assignee of the present application. The disclosure of 
related U.S. patent application Ser. No. 10/847,037, U.S. 
patent application Ser. No. 10/755,437, U.S. Provisional 
Application Ser. No. 60/469,501, and U.S. Provisional 
Application Ser. No. 60/439,864 are hereby incorporated by 
reference into the present disclosure as if fully set forth 
herein. 

BACKGROUND 

0003) 1. Technical Field of the Invention 
0004. This invention relates generally to enterprise man 
agement Solutions, and more particularly to an enterprise 
Solution framework incorporating a master data manage 
ment (MDM) system used for centrally managing core 
reference data associated with an enterprise. 
0005 2. Background of the Invention 
0006 An enterprise may use a data management system 
to address management of enterprise data. A considerable 
amount of data is required to adequately define an enterprise. 
The data may be of two fundamental types. A first type of 
data, which may be referred to as core enterprise reference 
data, describes the structure and characteristics of the enter 
prise and its entities and is not transient or transactional in 
nature. This type of data may be associated with enterprise 
data masters and may be stored in a core reference data 
repository, although Such data is not restricted to the type of 
data associated with traditional enterprise data masters. 
Efficient handling this data is critical, as is orderly and 
process-driven management of the state of the data. Use of 
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this data is, in general, not limited to particular portions of 
the enterprise; rather, this data is typically used pervasively 
throughout the enterprise and with its value chain partners. 
The second type of data, which may be referred to as 
operational data, is transient transactional data required by 
planning, execution, monitoring, or other enterprise Solution 
components. This type of data is typically not stored in the 
core reference data repository; the data management system 
provides a staging and distribution framework for Such data. 
A problem facing many enterprises is to create a system that 
provides for effective and Scalable management, distribu 
tion, and use of both its core enterprise reference data and its 
transactional data in a manner that services needs for this 
data within the enterprise as a whole and also specific needs 
of planning, execution, monitoring, and other enterprise 
Solution components associated with the enterprise. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0007. In one embodiment, an enterprise solution frame 
work for an enterprise is provided. A configuration segment 
is provided for specifying a configuration of the enterprise. 
The configuration segment includes a system for centrally 
managing core enterprise reference data associated with an 
enterprise. This system includes: (1) a centralized master 
repository containing the core enterprise reference data; (2) 
an internal services framework coupled to the centralized 
master repository that provides internal services for manag 
ing the core enterprise reference data within the centralized 
master repository, one or more of the internal services 
having direct access to the core enterprise reference data 
stored in the centralized master repository for management 
purposes; and (3) an infrastructure services layer coupled to 
the centralized master repository that provides for bulk data 
transfers of core enterprise reference data between the 
centralized master repository and one or more external 
operational systems according to one or more enterprise 
level business workflows, the external operational systems 
being permitted indirect access to the core enterprise refer 
ence data stored in the centralized master repository for 
operational purposes. A planning segment is provided for 
planning with respect to the enterprise and its entities 
according to the configuration of the enterprise specified in 
the configuration segment, the planning including generat 
ing decisions specifying actions to be taken. An execution 
segment is provided for execution with respect to the 
enterprise and its entities according to output of the planning 
segment, the execution including taking actions based on the 
decisions generated in the planning segment. A monitoring 
segment is provided for monitoring with respect to the 
enterprise and its entities according to output of the execu 
tion segment, the monitoring including determining results 
of actions taken in the execution segment and providing 
feedback to the configuration and planning segments accord 
ingly. A plurality of external operational systems embody the 
planning, execution, and monitoring segments. 
0008 Particular embodiments of the present invention 
may provide one or more technical advantages. For 
example, certain embodiments may provide an enterprise 
framework incorporating classification into configuration, 
planning, execution, and monitoring segments. Certain 
embodiments may provide a secure system of record opti 
mized in architecture and design for management of core 
enterprise reference data. Certain embodiments may allow 
for full or partial automation of important time- and labor 
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intensive business processes according to embedded enter 
prise-level business workflows. Certain embodiments may 
provide all, Some, or none of these technical advantages. 
Certain embodiments may provide one or more other tech 
nical advantages, one or more of which may be readily 
apparent to those skilled in the art from the figures, descrip 
tion, and claims included herein. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0009. To provide a more complete understanding of the 
present invention and the features and advantages thereof, 
reference is made to the following description taken in 
conjunction with the accompanying drawings, in which: 
0010 FIG. 1 illustrates an example enterprise application 
framework including an MDM system; 
0011 FIG. 2 illustrates an example high level logical 
business architecture for an MDM system; 
0012 FIG. 3 illustrates an example high level logical 
technical architecture an MDM system; 
0013 FIG. 4 illustrates an example high level logical data 
services architecture for an MDM system; 
0014 FIG. 5 illustrates an example high level logical 
architecture of an MDM database; 
0.015 FIG. 6 illustrates an example information sharing 
architecture for an MDM system; 
0016 FIG. 7 illustrates an example MDM studio and an 
associated MDM model library; 
0017 FIG. 8 illustrates an example MDM use model: 
0018 FIG. 9 illustrates an example high level physical 
architecture for an MDM system; and 
0.019 FIG. 10 illustrates an example new item introduc 
tion process provided within an MDM system. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0020 
0021 FIG. 1 illustrates an example enterprise solution 
framework 2 including a Master Data Management (MDM) 
system 4. In one embodiment, framework 2 includes a 
classification of an associated enterprise into four funda 
mental segments: (1) configuration of the enterprise and its 
entities; (2) planning with respect to the enterprise and its 
entities; that is, decisions about what to do; (3) execution 
with respect to the enterprise and its entities; that is, acting 
upon those decisions; and (4) monitoring with respect to the 
enterprise and its entities; that is, monitoring the results of 
those decisions and Supplying feedback to the configuration 
and planning segments accordingly. In this embodiment, 
MDM system 4 represents the configuration segment, while 
the planning, execution, and monitoring enterprise Solution 
components 6 represent the planning, execution, and moni 
toring segments, respectively. That is enterprise Solution 
components 6 comprise planning systems 6a, execution 
systems 6b, and monitoring systems 6c. 

I. Enterprise Solution Framework 

0022 MDM system 4 provides centralized storage and 
management of enterprise reference data, maintaining ref 
erence data and associated data management processes 
separate from enterprise solution components 6 and associ 
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ated operational processes while making reference data 
available to enterprise Solution components 6 for consump 
tion as needed. Centralized storage and management of 
reference data for existing and future enterprise Solution 
components 6 may facilitate extension or other modification 
of enterprise Solution components 6 without needing to 
modify reference data within MDM system 4. Centralized 
storage and management of reference data may also facili 
tate integration of enterprise solution components 6, for 
example, when one enterprise Solution component 6 is 
replaced with another or an enterprise solution component 
providing an entirely new business function is introduced. 
Centralized storage and management of reference data may 
further facilitate integration of one enterprise into another, 
for example, in connection with a merger or acquisition. 
0023 Infrastructure services 8 provide bulk data transfer 
and enterprise messaging between MDM system 4 and 
enterprise Solution components 6 in accordance with busi 
ness workflows operating in association with infrastructure 
services 8. These workflows, which may be embedded 
partially within MDM system 4 and partially within infra 
structure services 8, may incorporate customized business 
best practices of the enterprise. In addition, these workflows 
may be wholly or partially automated using an appropriate 
enterprise-level workflow engine and appropriate MDM 
system resources available to that workflow engine. 
0024 II. MDM Logical Business Architecture 
0025 FIG. 2 illustrates an example high level logical 
business architecture 10 for an MDM system 4. In general, 
the logical business architecture represents a business-cen 
tric view of MDM system 4 and includes core business 
processes, services, and data elements that MDM system 4 
may be required to provide depending on the nature of the 
enterprise associated with MDM system 4. In one embodi 
ment, MDM system 4 includes a process layer 12 that 
provides a context for implementing and wholly or partially 
automating business configuration processes 14. A service 
layer 16 underlying process layer 12 provides services 18 
providing functions enabling process tasks that are appro 
priate for processes 14. A data layer 20 underlying service 
layer 16 provides base data models and physical represen 
tations for storing core enterprise reference data 22 for 
retrieval and use in connection with processes 14 and 
associated services 18. 

0026. An understanding of the fundamental concepts 
relating to the purposes and functions of MDM system 4 
may aid in understanding the MDMarchitecture. At the core 
of MDM system 4 is the concept of data management, which 
encompasses both what data is stored and how that data is 
stored and made available for use. Since MDM system 4 is 
primarily concerned with structural data describing the 
enterprise or, more precisely, with data associated with 
entities within the business structure of the enterprise, the 
focus of the MDM architecture is on the storage, manage 
ment, and retrieval of data associated with entities or with 
relationships between entities. In one embodiment, MDM 
system 4 provides such data storage, management, and 
retrieval using a core MDM reference data repository based 
on a multi-dimensional database construct. 

0027 Consider the following example. One example of 
an entity associated with a retail enterprise is an item. Items 
may have attributes such as size, weight, color, etc. If a 
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particular entity, in this case a particular item, is considered 
a coordinate in a first dimension representing items, then the 
attributes of the particular item entity are associated with the 
coordinate for the particular item in the item dimension. At 
this point, the example involves only a one-dimensional line 
space, where discrete points on the line represent particular 
items. 

0028. Another example of an entity associated with an 
enterprise is a store or other location. Locations may have 
attributes Such as size, physical address, etc. Like the 
particular item discussed above, a particular location may be 
considered a coordinate in a second dimension representing 
locations, where the attributes of the particular location 
entity are associated with the coordinate for the particular 
location in the location dimension. At this point, the example 
involves two one-dimensional line spaces, where discrete 
points on the first line represent particular items and discrete 
points on the second line represent particular locations. The 
example may be extended to include attributes that depend 
on the combination of a particular item and a particular 
location. Neither the item dimension nor the location dimen 
sion alone will suffice to store such multi-dimensional 
attributes. However, if the item and location dimensions are 
viewed as axes, and each intersection of item and location 
coordinates within an area defined by an orthogonal arrange 
ment of these axes is viewed as a (item, location) point in 
two-dimensional entity space at which Such attributes are 
stored, the concept becomes clear. 

0029. The example can be further extended to include 
attributes that depend on the combination of any number of 
arbitrary entity dimensions, leading to the concept of 
attributes as generalized data stored at and retrieved from 
points in an n-dimensional entity space. For example, a 
particular three-dimensional entity space Suitable for an 
example retail enterprise might include item, location, and 
time dimensions, where attributes Stored at each (item, 
location, time) point within a volume defined by an orthogo 
nal arrangement of these axes corresponds to a particular 
combination of entities in the item, location, and time 
dimensions. In one embodiment, all reference data 22 stored 
within MDM system 4 may be equivalent to an attribute 
associated with a point in n-dimensional entity space. 

0030. In one embodiment, an overriding characteristic of 
all data that is considered for inclusion within MDM system 
4 is the multi-dimensional database construct described 
above. Hence, a core architectural principle for MDM 
system 4 may be to accommodate a dimensional data 
structure as a core element in every component of MDM 
system 4. This may have several important implications for 
the MDM architecture and design. Such important implica 
tions may include, without limitation: (1) a consistent 
mechanism for locating points in an n-dimensional entity 
space; (2) a consistent mechanism for storing data at and 
retrieving data from points in an n-dimension entity space; 
and (3) ensuring that all distinct data storage components 
Support the above. 

0.031) Another fundamental concept for MDM system 4 
may involve optimization of the physical architecture and 
database structures for the desired functions of MDM sys 
tem 4. The core MDM reference data repository, as 
described above, is primarily for data management and is 
structured to provide a rich data management framework. 
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On the other hand, input and output data staging and 
distribution elements of MDM system 4 may require effi 
cient data transfer and throughput. While many systems 
have attempted to provide a compromise architecture to 
handle all such needs, MDM system 4 is preferably struc 
tured so that each element is designed to optimally accom 
plish its corresponding functions. 
0032 MDM system 4 may provide value for enterprises 
in various industry settings, such as retailing, manufactur 
ing, or other industry settings. Although retail examples may 
be provided for purposes of illustration, the present inven 
tion contemplates MDM system 4 being used in connection 
with, and being tailored to, any suitable enterprise. The 
MDM architecture and design are preferably constructed to 
provide elements suitable to allow for successful deploy 
ment of MDM system 4 across multiple industry types and 
multiple enterprises within a particular industry type. 
0033 A. Process Layer 
0034. As described above, MDM system 4 includes a 
process layer 12 that provides the context for implementing 
and wholly or partially automating business configuration 
processes 14. In general, processes 14 provide functions 
necessary to realize process workflows provided as part of 
the MDM solution, providing structure to enterprise activi 
ties and enabling those activities to be repeated, controlled, 
monitored, and improved overtime. Each process 14 repre 
sents a sequence of tasks that together accomplish a business 
activity. MDM system 4 may provide native support for 
generic processes 14 and Support specific to particular 
processes 14. In one embodiment, processes 14 allow rich 
business workflows to be embedded within MDM system 4 
and Supported using the resources within underlying service 
and data layers 16 and 20, respectively. In one embodiment, 
MDM system 4 provides a highly configurable, flexible, and 
extensible environment for implementing and wholly or 
partially automating any suitable processes 14. 
0035) Processes 14 may operate at two levels. The first 
level, the enterprise level, may include larger Scale intra 
enterprise and inter-enterprise processes 14 associated with 
management of data as it relates to the targeted goals of the 
MDM solution. For example, where MDM system 4 is 
associated with a retail enterprise, an example of a first level 
process 14 may be a new item introduction process 14 
involving storage of externally generated data concerning a 
new item into the core MDM reference data repository. The 
second level may include Smaller scale management pro 
cesses 14 involving movement of data internal to MDM 
system 4, such as retrieval of data from the core MDM 
reference data repository in accordance with queries from 
user interface, analytics, or other services internal to MDM 
system 4. 
0036. For example, generic processes 14 that may apply 
to any enterprise and any dimension of MDM system 4 may 
include, without limitation: (1) new entity introduction; (2) 
entity maintenance; (3) metadata realignment; (4) entity 
extraction; and (5) entity replication. 
0037) 1. New Entity Introduction 
0038. This process 14 represents the introduction of a 
new entity into MDM system 4. For an example retail 
enterprise, this may include introducing a new item, loca 
tion, vendor, or customer. The process 14 may be initiated by 
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the enterprise associated with MDM system 4 or by any 
other enterprise. Such as a vendor of a new item being 
introduced. A vendor providing a new item may be consid 
ered an example of content exchange. In any case, the retail 
enterprise associated with MDM system 4 must add enter 
prise specific data to MDM system 4 for the new item, 
validate the data, approve use of the new item, and publish 
the new item as available for use by planning, execution, 
monitoring, or other enterprise solution components 6, pos 
sibly through replication. An example new item introduction 
process 14 is described more fully below with reference to 
FIG 10. 

0039 2. Entity Maintenance 
0040. This process 14 involves updating one or more 
characteristics of an existing entity, Such as an item, loca 
tion, Vendor, or customer for an example retail enterprise. 
The process 14 may be initiated by the enterprise associated 
with MDM system 4 or by any other enterprise, such as a 
vendor of an item for which one or more characteristics are 
to be updated. For example, an “improved' item may 
effectively retain its original part number and Stock Keeping 
Unit (SKU) but have one or more of its primary attributes 
altered by the vendor, Such as its size, weight, or color. 
Similarly, the retail enterprise might alter one or more 
secondary attributes of an existing item. 
0041) 3. Metadata Realignment 
0042. This process 14 involves movement within a 
dimension of one or more members of one level relationship 
to another level relationship in a dimensional hierarchy. For 
example, a retail enterprise might move an item from one 
class to another class, which would in turn require identi 
fication of the one or more members to alter and the target 
relationships. The process 14 may need to keep appropriate 
audit and journal trails may require one or more approval 
Sub-processes. 

0043. 4. Entity Extraction 
0044) This process 14 involves providing selection cri 
teria for one or more entities, performing an appropriate 
query, and moving appropriate data or otherwise making the 
data available to the requesting role or Subsystem. 
0045) 5. Entity Replication 
0046) This process 14 involves systematic replication of 
data in MDM system 4 in whole or in part to other 
Subsystems for internal use. Such replication may allow the 
data to be used in a more efficient fashion than through direct 
operational access to the core MDM reference data reposi 
tory. 

0047 B. Service Layer 
0.048. As described above, service layer 16 provides 
services 18 that provide functions enabling the construction 
of process tasks appropriate for processes 14. Each service 
18 provides a useful unit of work or enables a process task 
in the context of MDM system 4. Services 18 are not 
processes 14; rather, a service 18 is more analogous to a task 
within a process 14 or an action in response to a request 
associated with a process 14. Such as computing the value of 
a function associated with the service 18 or issuing a query 
to view, update, or delete information in the core MDM 
reference data repository. In one embodiment, services 18 
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within service layer 16 of MDM system 4 for an example 
retail enterprise may include, without limitation: (1) entity 
maintenance services 18a; (2) metadata maintenance Ser 
vices 18b; (3) parameter maintenance services 18C; (4) 
attribute/trait services 18d, (5) event (calendar) services 18e: 
(6) Supply chain network services 18f (7) sourcing services 
18g; (8) activity based costing (ABC) services 18h; (9) 
contract services 18i; and (10) bill of materials (BOM) 
services 18i. 
0049) 1. Entity Maintenance 
0050 Entity maintenance services 18a provide basic 
functions for navigating, accessing, filtering, and sorting 
entities within MDM system 4. For an example retail 
enterprise, items, locations, vendors, and customers may be 
types of entities that are managed within MDM system 4 and 
maintained using entity maintenance services 18a. 
0051) 2. Metadata Maintenance 
0052 Metadata maintenance services 18b provide basic 
functions for the construction, management, and realign 
ment of appropriate metadata. For example, such metadata 
may include metadata describing the enterprise as a whole, 
the structure of MDM system 4, the structures of the data 
staging areas of MDM system 4, and the relationships 
between the data staging areas and the core MDM reference 
data repository. Such functions may include the ability to 
create dimensions and to define hierarchies on the dimension 
spaces, where each hierarchy includes a number of levels 
each having a number of members. Such functions may also 
include maintenance with respect to dimensions, levels, and 
members, such as creation, modification, or deletion of Such 
metadata elements. 

0053. 3. Parameter Maintenance 
0054 Parameter maintenance services 18c provide basic 
functions for the maintenance, management, and distribu 
tion of enterprise solution component parameters (i.e. busi 
ness rule parameters). One or more parameters may be, but 
are not required to be, specific to one or more particular 
enterprise solution components 6. Each parameter may be 
tied to one or more entities and, as such, may be viewed as 
a secondary attribute of the entities (as opposed to a primary 
attribute Such as size, weight, and color of an example item). 
Parameter maintenance services 18c provide functions par 
ticularly appropriate for these types of attributes. MDM 
system 4 may not only provide storage for Such attributes 
and enable retrieval of such attributes for use, but may also 
provide a standardized management paradigm for all param 
eters in the overall enterprise solution. In one embodiment, 
this has the beneficial effect of providing a uniform meth 
odology for parameter management and relieves point solu 
tion components from providing such functionality. 

0.055 4. Attribute/Trait Services 
0056 Some attributes of entities are quantitative, well 
defined, and stable overtime. Examples of such attributes 
might include the size, weight, and color of an item or the 
address of a vendor. Other types of attributes are more 
qualitative, not as well-defined, and may change over time. 
These attributes, which may be referred to as traits, are often 
useful for customer-centric marketing and serve as the basis 
for attribute/trait cluster generation. Attribute/Trait services 
18d provide functions appropriate for this type of data 
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residing within or managed using MDM system 4. Since the 
number, and even the types, of Such attributes/traits are 
typically not known a priori, the requirements for the 
physical structure of a system to handle this type of data are 
somewhat different than for more static master data. 
Attribute/Trait services 18d provide basic functions for 
creating, maintaining, and using this type of data and may 
also include more Sophisticated services such as attribute/ 
trait clustering services. 

0057 5. Event (Calendar) Services 

0.058 Event, or more generally calendar, services 18e 
deal with management of time-related activities. These 
services 18e provide basic functions for establishing refer 
ence calendars and for creating and managing time-related 
activities (i.e. events with respect to established calendars). 

0059) 6. Supply Chain Network Services 

0060 Supply chain network services 18f provide basic 
functions for Supporting the definition and use of the physi 
cal Supply chain network associated with an enterprise. The 
Supply chain network is crucial to many planning, execution, 
monitoring, and other enterprise Solution components 6 
supported using MDM system 4. 

0061 7. Sourcing Services 

0062 Sourcing services 18g provide basic functions for 
accessing and using elements of the MDM model that are 
relevant to Sourcing Solution components, such as a Supplier 
relationship management Solution component. 

0063 8. Activity Based Costing (ABC) Services 

0064. A number of useful measures may be associated 
with entities, such as items where MDM system 4 is 
associated with a retail enterprise, that traditionally have not 
been associated with an item catalog or similar construct. 
These measures may enable useful advanced analysis. One 
example is cost and price data associated with items. Such 
data may be used for advanced pricing optimization and 
ABC analyses. In one embodiment, MDM system 4 pro 
vides models to capture cost data, Such as cost elements that 
when aggregated represent the total landed cost of goods. 
Included in these models are costs associated with activities 
Such as handling an item as it passes through points in the 
associated supply chain network. ABC services 18h provide 
basic functions for handling ABC data stored within and 
managed using MDM system 4. Moreover, data such as 
normalized demand profiles (or associations to Such profiles) 
are examples of secondary attributes that MDM system 4 
may need to be accommodate. 

0065 9. Contract Services 

0066. In one embodiment, MDM system 4 does not 
inherently create or manage contracts for an example retail 
enterprise. However, MDM system 4 preferably provides a 
repository for contract data as it relates to entities stored 
within MDM system 4 and provides a centralized distribu 
tion mechanism for contract data to appropriate enterprise 
solution components 6. Contract services 18i provide basic 
functions for inputting, associating, and distributing con 
tract-related data related to core enterprise data residing 
within MDM system 4. 
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0067 10. Bill of Materials (BOM) Services 
0068 For an example retail enterprise, BOM services 18i 
provide basic functions for creating, managing, and visual 
izing BOMs for the enterprise. For example, a single actual 
BOM may be too atomic for planning purposes, such that 
Suitable aggregation of one or more actual BOMs into a 
representation appropriate for planning may be required to 
Support a planning system associated with MDM system 4. 
MDM system 4 may store such representations as reference 
data and make them available to planning or other external 
operational systems as needed. MDM system 4 may also 
automatically generate Such representations, based on a 
MDM BOM model, to reduce or eliminate the need for 
manual evaluation and aggregation of individual actual 
BOMs to order to create such representations. BOM services 
18i preferably support the elements of any appropriate 
MDM BOM model. 

0069 C. Data Layer 
0070. MDM system 4 is fundamentally concerned with 
the ability to create, manipulate, and extract data associated 
with the enterprise solution. As described above, data layer 
20 provides the base data models and physical representa 
tions for storing various types of enterprise reference data 22 
for retrieval and use in connection with processes 14 and 
associated services 18. In one embodiment, reference data 
22 within data layer 20 of MDM system 4 for an example 
retail enterprise may include, without limitation: (1) master 
data 22a; (2) metadata 22b; (3) enterprise models 22c.; (4) 
parameter data 22d, (5) attribute/trait data 22e; (6) event 
(calendar) data 22f; (7) Supply chain network data 22g, and 
(8) ABC data 22h. 
0.071) 1. Master Data 
0072 Master data 22a represents core configuration data 
associated with entities, such as items, locations, vendors, 
and customers for an example retail enterprise. Many 
aspects of value chain management generally, and most 
planning, execution, monitoring, or other enterprise Solution 
components 6 in particular, require reference data 22 regard 
ing what items are sold, what locations sell the items, what 
vendors Supply the items, what customers purchase the 
items, and other fundamental data elements on which all 
other enterprise data is built or to which all other enterprise 
data relates in some manner. MDM system 4 may extend the 
traditional concept of master data with respect to Such 
entities to accommodate complex business workflows envi 
Sioned for an enterprise Solution. Although legacy masters, 
for example item masters, may capture attributes of items 
such as SKUs that indicate where the items fit into the 
hierarchical structure of the enterprise data, there is no 
guarantee that a legacy system could manipulate or even 
view Such data in a dimensional sense. In one embodiment, 
an item or other master for MDM system 4 is able to create, 
manipulate, navigate, view, and extract data in a dimensional 
way. 

0073. In one embodiment, an entity within a master data 
type represents an atomic member of that type. Such as a 
particular item, a particular location, a particular vendor, or 
a particular customer. Attributes of entities such as items, 
locations, and the like may have important roles with respect 
to planning, execution, monitoring, and other enterprise 
solution components 6. A first type of entity attribute is a 
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physical or primary attribute generally associated with 
inherent characteristics of the entity, such as size, weight, 
and color for an example item entity. Primary attributes may 
be very important, for example, in planning product assort 
ments or solving logistics problems associated with shipping 
an order for an item. Primary attributes are reasonably static 
and require no other context for meaning than the associated 
entity itself. A second type of entity attribute exists as a 
consequence of the use of the entity within the enterprise, 
which may result in a defined relationship of the entity to 
another entity or to an external metric. An example of Such 
as attribute of an item might be the category or Sub-category 
within the enterprise to which the item is assigned. This type 
of attribute, often referred to as a qualitative or secondary 
attribute, may be very important for more advanced analytic 
techniques such as item grouping/clustering, customer 
focused marketing, and promotions. In one embodiment, 
master data 22a allows MDM system 4 to manage both 
primary and secondary attributes of entities. 

0074. It may be important to distinguish between data 
considered to be master data 22a and data considered to be 
attribute/trait reference data 22e described below. As dis 
cussed above, master data 22a may be reasonably static and 
may not change rapidly over time. For example, a color 
(primary attribute) of a particular shirt may not change 
within a season the shirt is sold. Although the Sub-category 
within the enterprise to which the shirt is assigned (second 
ary attribute) may change, as a result of a realignment for 
example, such changes will likely be infrequent. In contrast, 
for example, attributes/trait data 22e may be heavily used for 
targeted assortment and hence must capture dynamic behav 
iors of customers. In addition, attributes/traits may them 
selves change, with new attributes/traits being added as 
appropriate and existing attributes/traits which are no longer 
valid being dropped as appropriate. 

0075 2. Metadata 

0.076 Another form of reference data 22 that is inherent 
to the entity masters described above and is very important 
to many enterprise solution components 6 is enterprise 
metadata 22b. In general, metadata 22b is data describing 
other data. In the context of MDM system 4, metadata 22b 
describes the structure of the data stored in and managed 
using MDM system 4. In general, metadata 22b provides a 
description of the structure of the dimensional view of 
master data 22a. This description focuses on what dimen 
sions exist, what levels describe the dimension coordinates, 
and what members exist and are associated with the levels. 
In addition, navigation constructs referred to as hierarchies 
may be defined. For example, for an example retail enter 
prise, metadata 22b might include the various levels of the 
taxonomy of items and one or more hierarchies for navigat 
ing through the various levels of the taxonomy. In one 
embodiment, MDM system 4 captures metadata 22b in a 
form that can be effectively replicated to downstream enter 
prise Solution components 6 that require consistency in the 
dimensional view of master data 22a. As described above in 
connection with metadata maintenance services 18b, MDM 
system 4 may manage the creation, manipulation, and dele 
tion of metadata 22b and provide for realignment of master 
data 22a (e.g. moving an item from a first category to a 
second category) Such that any realignment is properly 
reflected in metadata 22b. 
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0.077 3. Enterprise Models 
0078 Enterprise models 22c represent organizational 
views of the roles within an enterprise. In one embodiment, 
enterprise models 22c may extend beyond the enterprise 
boundary to cover all organizational elements of the value 
chain associated with the enterprise. Enterprise models 22c 
may be important with respect to authentication and autho 
rization aspects of data access. Additionally, enterprise mod 
els 22c may provide for approval chain relationships impor 
tant to business process management. 
0079 4. Parameter Data 
0080) 5. Attribute/Trait Data 
0081 6. Event (Calendar) Data 
0082 7. Supply Chain Network Data 
0.083 8. Activity Based Costing (ABC) Data 
0084 III. MDM Logical Technical Architecture 
0085 FIG. 3 illustrates an example high level logical 
technical architecture 30 for MDM system 4. In general, 
logical technical architecture 30 represents a technology 
centric view of MDM system 4 and specifies logical ele 
ments of MDM system 4 that together may operate to 
provide the desired MDM solution. In one embodiment, 
logical technical architecture 30 includes an MDM services 
framework 32 containing core MDM services 34. MDM 
database 36 includes the core MDM reference data reposi 
tory. Certain services 34 may be applied to any classes of 
reference data 22 to be modeled within the core MDM 
reference data repository. Other services 34 may be tailored 
to particular classes of reference data 22 modeled within the 
core MDM reference data repository. Other services 34 may 
generically Support various security, data access, data stag 
ing, and other data management needs. Example services 34 
are described more fully below. Appropriate services 34 may 
access database 36 using one or more appropriate data 
access links 38. 

0086 External operational systems 40 may access data 
base 36 using one or more data access layers 42. In one 
embodiment, an external operational system 40 may access 
database 36 in connection with a business workflow using a 
"front side' data access layer 42a, an associated “front' bus 
44a between external operational system 40 and front side 
data access layer 42a, and an associated data interface 46a 
between front side data access layer 42a and database 36. 
Front side data access layer 42a is typically used to pass 
control data from external operational systems 40 to MDM 
system 4 for controlling MDM operations and may be 
associated with application integration. One or more ser 
vices 34 may access front-side data access layer 42a using 
one or more Suitable data access links 48. An external 
operational system 40 may access database 36 using a “back 
side' data access layer 42b, an associated “back' bus 44b 
between external operational system 40 and back side data 
access layer 42b, and an associated data interface 46b 
between back side data access layer 42b and database 36. 
Back side data access layer 42b is typically used for move 
ment of reference data 22 to and from external operational 
systems 40 and may be associated with data integration. 
However, front side data access layer 42a may also be used 
to move reference data 22 to and from external operational 
systems 40 where appropriate, for example, where an exter 
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nal operational system 40 requires particular reference data 
22 in a particular message-based or other format. 
0087 A. Logical Data Services Architecture 
0088 FIG. 4 illustrates an example high level logical data 
services architecture 50 for MDM system 4. In one embodi 
ment, data services architecture 50 includes primary layers: 
(1) a “front side' data services layer 52a; (2) a physical data 
layer 54; and (3) a “back side data services layer 52b. Front 
side data services layer 52a is associated with front side data 
access layer 42a, described above with reference to FIG. 3, 
and provides direct data access to internal MDM services 34 
that directly access the core MDM reference data repository 
within database 36. For example, front side data services 
layer 52a may provide direct access to database 36 for 
internal analytics or user interface service queries. Physical 
data layer 54 includes database 36 in which the core MDM 
reference data model resides. Back side data services layer 
52b is associated with back side data access layer 42b, 
described above with reference to FIG. 3, and provides 
indirect data access to external operational services 56 
associated with external operational systems 40 that indi 
rectly access the core MDM reference data repository within 
database 36. For example, back side data services layer 52b 
may provide operational services with indirect access to 
database 36 through staging areas of database 36, staging 
areas associated with external operational systems 40, and 
persistent data stores associated with external operational 
systems 40. In a physical deployment, each of the three 
primary layers of data services architecture 50 may be 
mapped to appropriate technology components. 
0089. Front side data services layer 52a may be mapped 
to an appropriate object-based services layer, Such as Com 
mon Object Request Broker Architecture (CORBA) or JAVA 
2 PLATFORM ENTERPRISE EDITION (J2EE), residing 
on an appropriate application server within an application 
server layer (described below with reference to FIG. 9). In 
certain embodiments, front side data services layer 52a may 
be more tightly coupled to physical data layer 54 due to the 
necessity of an object-to-relational translation layer as part 
of front side data services layer 52a. 
0090 Database 36 within physical data layer 54 may be 
implemented as a relational database. Database 36 may be 
modeled and managed in a number of ways, one of which 
may be selected for a particular deployment. In one embodi 
ment, object relational database management technology 
may be used, although this approach is typically subject to 
performance risks. With this approach, the core MDM 
reference data model may be mapped to existing services 34 
using a Suitable object relational mapping layer. In an 
alternative embodiment, for improved performance or other 
reasons, a fixed data model relational database with a light 
access layer may be used. The light access layer would 
provide persistent objects tailored to the fixed and optimized 
physical schema of the relational database rather than driv 
ing the physical schema through an object relational map 
ping layer. With this approach, new services 34 may be 
mapped to an existing core MDM reference data model. 
0.091 Although a single core MDM reference data 
repository within a single database 36 is primarily described 
herein for convenience, the present invention contemplates 
any number of core MDM reference data repositories within 
any number of databases 36 according to particular needs. 
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However, all core MDM reference data repositories within 
all databases 36 are Subject to centralized data management 
associated with a single MDM system 4 and preferably 
appear to both internal MDM services 34 and external 
operational services 56 as a single core MDM reference data 
repository. 

0092 Back side data services layer 52b is preferably 
optimized for potentially large data synchronization and 
replication operations, preferably incorporating net change 
techniques, efficient store procedure techniques, and an 
object-based control layer. Furthermore, since back side data 
services layer 52b maps to planning, execution, monitoring, 
or other enterprise solution components 6 for which data 
movements and associated mappings (i.e. transformations) 
must remain reasonably fixed over time, the core MDM 
reference data model should also be reasonably fixed over 
time. 

0093. B. Logical Data Repository Architecture 
0094 FIG. 5 illustrates an example high level logical 
architecture 70 of database 36. In one embodiment, database 
36 incorporates a consistent dimensional modeling frame 
work imposed on a model Supporting a persistence manage 
ment service, which is described more fully below. This 
preferably allows services framework 32 to manage refer 
ence data 22 within database 36 in a manner that is consis 
tent with established dimensional views of reference data 
22. Where MDM system 4 does not physically contain all 
reference data 22, reference data 22 that is not physically 
contained in MDM system 4 preferably appears as if it is 
physically contained in MDM system 4. Database 36 
includes a managed data area 72 containing reference data 
22, at least some of which may be managed remotely from 
MDM system 4. Managed data area 72 provides the core 
MDM reference data repository for reference data 22. Data 
base 36 may also include a cached data area 74 containing 
cached data 76 representing reference data 22 that has been 
extracted from managed data area 72, processed according 
to the needs of one or more elements of MDM system 4 
using a data management framework 78, and is re-inserted 
in managed data area 72 as reference data 22 once process 
ing is complete. For example, data management framework 
78 may provide the process controller within business 
process toolkit 34a, UI services 34d, or any other suitable 
element of MDM system 4 with operational access to cached 
data 76. 

0.095 Reference data 22 stored within MDM system 4 
has an assigned State consistent with its use. In one embodi 
ment, in association with data management framework 78. 
cached data area 74 provides a mechanism to hold a copy of 
reference data 22 for manipulation while the state of 
reference data 22 in managed data area 72 is maintained as 
locked for read only access until the manipulation process 
has completed. Once a copy of reference data 22 is being 
held as cached data 76 within cached data area 74 during the 
manipulation process, the manipulation process sees only 
the state of cached data 76 within cached data area 74, while 
other processes, services, and systems associated with MDM 
system 4 see the true state of reference data 22 within 
managed data area 72 rather than an intermediate State 
reflecting the still incomplete manipulation process. 

0096 Database 36 may also include an operational access 
area 80 providing one or more external operational systems 
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40 with access to reference data 22 within managed data area 
72. Where MDM system 4 is associated with an example 
retail enterprise, external operational systems 40 may 
include external enterprises Such as manufacturers, distribu 
tors, and vendors of items associated with enterprise. Exter 
nal operational systems 40 may also include planning, 
execution, monitoring, and other enterprise Solution com 
ponents 6 within the enterprise but external to MDM system 
4. Operational access area 80 may containing a master copy 
82 of an Lightweight Directory Access Protocol (LDAP) 
repository used to provide authentication and authorization 
services as described more fully below. Operational access 
area 80 may also contain inbound and outbound staging 
areas 66 and 68, respectively, for data that is inbound from 
and outbound to, respectively, external operational systems 
40. 

0097) C. Information Sharing Architecture 
0098. In one embodiment, data may enter MDM system 
4 from any appropriate Source and may leave MDM system 
4 for any appropriate target. Unless reference data 22 stored 
within the core MDM reference data repository can be 
readily made available to external operational systems 40, 
storing reference data 22 within the core MDM reference 
data repository may provide little value to the enterprise. 
Conversely, there may be other data residing within portions 
of the enterprise that needs to be distributed to other portions 
of the enterprise through MDM system 4. FIG. 6 illustrates 
an example information sharing architecture 90 for MDM 
system 4. In one embodiment, database 36 may be optimized 
for management of reference data 22 rather than for speed of 
data input or data output. Accordingly, a staging strategy 
may be employed to minimize data transfer times to and 
from external operational systems 40. 

0099. As described above, inbound data may be received 
from one or more data sources 92 for storage in the core 
MDM reference data repository of managed data area 72. 
Data sources 92 may include persistent data stores associ 
ated with external enterprises 40a, Such as manufacturers, 
distributors, vendors, and customers where MDM system 4 
is associated with an example retail enterprise. Data sources 
92 may also include operational staging data stores associ 
ated with planning, execution, monitoring, or other enter 
prise solution components 6. The inbound data is first moved 
into inbound staging tables 94 of inbound staging area 84. 
then into core MDM tables 96 within the core MDM 
reference data repository of managed data area 72 as refer 
ence data 22. Data cleansing, validation, transformation, or 
other processing may occur, where appropriate, during the 
movement of data from inbound staging area 84 to the core 
MDM reference data repository managed data area 72. For 
example, it may be very important that reference data 22 
stored within the core MDM reference data repository and 
made available to external operations systems 40 is consid 
ered clean, Such data cleansing in connection with loading of 
inbound data. 

0100. As described above, outbound data may be pro 
vided to one or more data targets 98. Such as persistent data 
stores associated with external enterprises 4.0a or operational 
staging data stores associated with planning, execution, 
monitoring, or other external enterprise solution components 
6. Outbound data being distributed using MDM system 4 
without being stored in the core MDM reference data 
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repository may be sent from inbound staging tables 94 of 
inbound staging area 84 to outbound staging tables 100a of 
uncoupled outbound staging area 86a, then out to data 
targets 98. Similarly, outbound reference data 22 in the core 
MDM reference data repository of managed data area 72 
may be moved out of core MDM tables 96 of managed data 
area 72 to outbound staging tables 100b of coupled out 
bound staging area 86b, then out to data targets 98. Refer 
ence data 22 stored within core MDM tables 96 may be 
substantially continuously synchronized with the outbound 
data in outbound staging tables 100. Such that at any point 
in time an accurate Snapshot of reference data 22 is available 
within outbound staging area 86. Synchronization of refer 
ence data with operational data may be important, for 
example, to help ensure that planning based upon opera 
tional data is not performed for an entity that no longer exists 
within the enterprise as reflected in reference data 22. Data 
transformation or other processing may occur, where appro 
priate, during the movement of reference data 22 from the 
core MDM reference data repository of managed data area 
72 to outbound staging area 86. 

0101 D. MDM Services Framework 
0102 Referring again to FIG. 3, in one embodiment, 
services framework 32 may provide services 34 organized 
into the following groups, without limitation: (1) business 
process toolkit 34a, (2) security services 34b, (3) general 
services 34c., (4) user interface services 34d, (5) data access 
services 34e, and (6) data staging services 34f. 
0103 1. Business Process Toolkit 
0.104 Business process toolkit 34a may be provided 
using a corresponding Subsystem within services framework 
32 that provides for management of MDM models, pro 
cesses, and associated business rules. Automated processes 
associated with this Subsystem may be used to implement 
model changes associated with physical deployment of 
MDM system 4. In one embodiment, business process 
toolkit 34a may include, without limitation: (1) a MDM 
studio, (2) a MDM model library, (3) a business rules 
management service, (4) a process controller, and (5) a 
MDM structure update service. 
0105 a. MDM Studio & MDM Model Library 
0106 FIG. 7 illustrates an example MDM studio 110 and 
an associated MDM model library 112 containing one or 
more MDM models 114 appropriate for MDM system 4. 
MDM studio 110 may provide services to model the struc 
ture of MDM system 4 and its components, for example, for 
purposes of constructing MDM system 4 or for purposes of 
extending or otherwise updating MDM system 4. MDM 
studio 110 may provide Support for one or more graphical 
modeling user interfaces. Modeling of MDM system 4 may 
include, for example, modeling structural aspects of the core 
MDM reference data repository within managed data area 
72 of database 36, modeling the structure of staging areas 66 
and 68 of database 36, and modeling appropriate process 
workflows. MDM studio 110 may provide support both for 
initial construction of MDM models 114 and later extension 
or other updating of MDM models 114. In one embodiment, 
MDM models 114 include, without limitation: (1) MDM 
process model 114a, (2) MDM document model 114b, (3) 
MDM forms model 114c, (4) MDM reference data model 
114d. and (5) MDM staging data model 114e. 
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0107 (1) MDM Process Model 
0108 Process models 114a describe the processes 14 to 
be used for managing reference data 22 stored within the 
core MDM reference data repository within database 36. In 
one embodiment, for a particular process 14, the correspond 
ing process model 114a describes the flow of tasks to be 
performed on reference data 22 in connection with process 
14, particular services 18 associated with these tasks, and 
one or more particular process engines responsible for 
execution of process 14. For service oriented tasks, descrip 
tions may utilize Web Services Description Language 
(WSDL) protocols. Each process 14 may represent one or 
more user interface task flows, enterprise Solution compo 
nent task flows, inter-enterprise process flows, or any other 
appropriate processes or task flows. Process model 114a 
may specify allocation of each process 14 to a process 
controller, user interface controller, or enterprise-level work 
flow controller. Process model 114a may also provide for 
graphical or other simulation of processes 14. 

0109) (2) MDM Document Model 
0110 Document model 114b provides the metadata for 
MDM documents that are utilized in connection with pro 
cesses 14. In one embodiment, MDM documents represent 
external cached representations of specific metadata ele 
ments within the underlying reference data model 114d. 

0111 (3) MDM Forms Model 
0112 Forms model 114c provides metadata describing 
forms associated with objects within reference data model 
114d. Forms may be important for efficient extraction of 
metadata elements from reference data model 114d and may 
be analogous to database views. 

0113 (4) MDM Reference Data Model 
0114 Reference data model 114d represents the metadata 
describing reference data 22 stored within the core MDM 
reference data repository. This is the lowest level metadata 
representation contained within model library 112. In one 
embodiment, reference data model 114d may be an enter 
prise meta-model in Extensible Markup Language (XML) 
Software Description (XSD) format, which may separate 
instance data from metadata in a manner desirable for 
management and which back side data access layer 42b may 
read directly from model library 112. It may be important to 
synchronize changes to reference data model 114d with any 
higher level constructs, such as forms model 114c or docu 
ment model 114b. Synchronization of models 114 may be 
automatic or, if appropriate, studio 110 may flag the need for 
changes and direct an administrative user to assist in Syn 
chronizing models 114. 

0115) A generic reference data model for reference data 
22 to be stored within the core MDM reference data reposi 
tory may be constructed to represent a synthesis of all 
applicable data elements, such as all data elements associ 
ated with enterprises in the retail industry for example, and 
may be viewed as a superset of reference data models 114d 
to be used in actual deployments of MDM system 4. The 
generic reference data model, and all reference data models 
114d ultimately derived from the generic reference data 
model, should be constructed for consistency and efficient 
management of reference data 22. In one embodiment, the 
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generic reference data model may be captured as a document 
in an annotated RATIONAL ROSE object model. 
0116 (5) MDM Staging Data Model 
0.117 Staging data model 114e represents metadata 
describing the structure of inbound and outbound staging 
tables 94 and 78, respectively, and also the mapping between 
reference data model 114d and the staging table represen 
tation of the data within inbound and outbound staging 
tables 94 and 78, respectively. Reference data model 114d 
may be a normalized data model derived from a generic 
reference data model as described above. However, inbound 
data may reflect arbitrary schema that are inconsistent with 
reference data model 114d. For inbound data, appropriate 
mappings (i.e. transformations) of reference data model 
114d to source data models, such as an inbound staging data 
model 114e representing an arbitrary input data format for 
an external operational system 40, may be performed as 
inbound data is being stored in the core MDM reference data 
repository. Similarly, outbound data may need to be de 
normalized for consumption as operational data. For out 
bound data, appropriate mappings (i.e. transformations) of 
reference data model 114d to target data models, such as an 
outbound staging data model 114e representing a flat output 
data format for an external operational system 40, may be 
performed as reference data is being moved out of the core 
MDM reference data repository 
0118 b. Business Rules Management Service 
0119 Referring again to FIG. 3, the business rules man 
agement service may provide for creation and maintenance 
of business rule elements associated with services 18, such 
as import validation rules, staging transformation rules, and 
general consistency rules associated with MDM system 4. 
The business rules management service may provide for 
run-time-script-based rules or for association of design-time 
rules objects with MDM process workflows. 

0120 c. Process Controller 
0121 The process controller may represent a run-time 
process workflow controller for MDM system 4. As 
described above, process model 114a may specify allocation 
of one or more processes 14 to the process controller, a user 
interface controller, or an enterprise-level workflow control 
ler. In one embodiment, the process controller operates in 
cooperation with any such user interface controller and any 
such enterprise-level workflow controller. 
0122) d. MDM Structure Update Service 
0123. In one embodiment, MDM system 4 provides a 
mechanism to model its structure and a mechanism to 
automate a process to realize an extension of that model in 
a physical deployment. The structure update service may 
provide for automated implementation of a model 114 that 
is created or changed during the modeling process. The 
structure update service may be particularly important with 
respect to the structure of inbound and outbound staging 
areas 66 and 68, respectively. It may be necessary to initially 
specify staging data model 114e, the reference model to 
staging area structure. In addition, it may be necessary to 
generate appropriate Structured Query Language (SQL) or 
changes to SQL to maintain the state of staging areas 66 and 
68 relative to staging data model 114e. Without automation 
of these tasks using the structure update service, maintaining 
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coordination of various elements of MDM system 4 would 
be a very intensive manual task. The structure update service 
may also provide for updating staging data model 114e and 
other models 114, along with associated SQL, in response to 
updates provided with enterprise solution components 6. 
Such structure updates may be driven according to update 
description script documents providing information neces 
sary for the structure update to automatically execute. 
0.124 2. Security Services 
0125 Naturally, only users with appropriate access 
should be permitted to view or manipulate reference data 22 
within MDM system 4. Security services 34b may be 
provided using a corresponding Subsystem within services 
framework 32 designed to fulfill two primary responsibili 
ties. The first responsibility is to control access to MDM 
system 4 itself. The second responsibility is to manage the 
structure of the security model as applied to enterprise 
Solution components 6. For this responsibility, services are 
provided to manage the security context that all enterprise 
Solution components 6 will utilize, for example, through an 
LDAP repository whose master copy 82 resides within 
operational access area 80 of database 36. Security services 
34b may include, without limitation: (1) authentication 
services, and (2) authorization services. 
0126 a. Authentication 
0127 Authentication services provide initial log-in secu 
rity with respect to enterprise solution components 6. 
Authentication is preferably based on an organizational 
model for the enterprise to provide a single log-in security 
context for all enterprise Solution components 6. 

0128 b. Authorization 
0129 Authorization services provide layered, granular 
access to specific services 18 or reference data 22 for an 
authenticated user. Authorization may be provided at two 
levels. The first level (Level 1) deals with access to enter 
prise solution components 6 represented by specific appli 
cations or high level groups of services 18. The second level 
(Level 2) deals with access to specific functions within an 
enterprise solution component 6. Field level authorization 
may be handled by particular enterprise Solution compo 
nents 6 themselves as appropriate. In the case of MDM 
system 4 itself any required authorization above Level 2 
(i.e. Level 3 and higher) may need to be provided within 
MDM system 4. 

0130 3. General Services 
0131 General services 34c may be provided using a 
corresponding Subsystem within services framework 32 and 
may include, without limitation: (1) a change management 
service; (2) a lifecycle management service; (2) a group 
management service; and (4) an analytics and reporting 
service. 

0132 a. Change Management 
0133. The change management services provides an audit 

trail for changes made to MDM system 4. For example, 
information may be kept regarding who made a change, at 
what time the change was made, and perhaps the value that 
was changed. The audit trail for changes should preferably 
be implemented in Such a fashion that the mechanism can be 
turned off for information not requiring change management 
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or for changes prior to configuration control. Such as 
changes associated with initial setup of data elements. 
Logical grouping of reference data 22 may be important for 
many data management aspects, such as retrieving reference 
data 22 and making changes to reference data 22. Therefore, 
in terms of granularity, in one embodiment change manage 
ment is group-based with overrides at the group member 
level. 

0.134 b. Lifecycle Management 
0.135). As described above, reference data 22 stored 
within MDM system 4 has an assigned state consistent with 
its use. The lifecycle management service allows for defin 
ing a lifecycle that describes the possible states for data 
elements, as well as a mechanism for managing the move 
ment of data from one lifecycle state to another. 
0.136) 
0.137 Given the vast scope and scale of data that may 
potentially reside within MDM system 4, it is preferable that 
the overall strategy for data management be based on logical 
groups of data rather than individual data elements. Logical 
grouping of reference data 22 may be important for many 
data management aspects, such as retrieving reference data 
22 and making changes to reference data 22. Although single 
entities may be manipulated, many updates will typically 
occur with respect to groups of entities. In one embodiment, 
the group aspect of data manipulation is built in from the 
foundation of MDM system 4. 
0.138 d. Analytics and Reporting 
0.139. The health and status of a large data repository, 
such as the core MDM reference data repository within 
database 36, is critical. The analytics and reporting service 
provides knowledge concerning what reference data 22 is 
stored within the core MDM reference data repository and 
the state of various system elements of MDM system 4. 
Although the types of analysis and associated reports will be 
specific to MDM system 4, general analysis and reporting 
tools may be used where appropriate. Analytics may extend 
to a broad range of activities supported directly by this 
service or indirectly through management by this service. 
Analytics may include clustering services for attributes/ 
traits, decision Support activities relating to entity data 
stored within the core MDM reference data repository, 
management of parameter computation Such as coordinating 
parameter computation using an external engine, updating 
parameters such as lead times for items at particular loca 
tions, and any other Suitable analytics. Reports may include 
change log activity, history traces for specific entities or 
groups of entities, reports on production parameter sets 
including time-phased sets, calendar examination and rec 
onciliation, reports on new entities (such as new items) 
entered into the core MDM reference data repository and 
dying entities (such as items) removed from the core MDM 
reference data repository, and any other Suitable reports. 
0140 4. User Interface Services 
0.141 5. Data Access Services 

c. Group Management 

0.142 Data access services 34e may be provided using a 
corresponding Subsystem within services framework 32 to 
provide a key interface between user interface layers, data 
management business rules, and the underlying core MDM 
reference data repository within database 36. Data access 
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services 34e may be included within data management 
framework 78 described above with reference to FIG. 5. 
Since in one embodiment the predominant view of reference 
data 22 is object-based, data access services 34e may 
Support a persistent mapping to underlying data structures 
within database 36. Accordingly, in one embodiment, data 
access services 34e may incorporate the concept of a data 
cache, such as cached data area 74 of database 36 described 
above, that provides a mechanism to hold a copy of refer 
ence data 22 in cached data area 74 for manipulation while 
maintaining the state of reference data 22 in the core MDM 
reference data repository of managed data area 72 as locked 
for read only access until the manipulation process has 
completed. Once a copy of reference data 22 is being held 
as cached data 76 within cached data area 74 during the 
manipulation process, the manipulation process sees only 
the state of cached data 76 within cached data area 74, while 
other processes, services, and systems associated with MDM 
system 4 see the true state of reference data 22 within 
managed data area 72 rather than an intermediate State 
reflecting the still incomplete manipulation process. Data 
access services 34e may include, without limitation: (1) a 
persistence management service; and (2) a data access layer 
service. 

0143 a. Persistence Management 
0144. The persistence management service provides the 
logical mapping between the user view of reference data 22 
and the underlying persistent object model associated with 
reference data 22. The service provides for managing the 
creation, update, and deletion of model instances, including 
appropriate memory-level caching of persistent objects. 

0145 b. Data Access Layer 
0146 The data access layer service provides the link 
between the logical object model associated with reference 
data 22 and the physical instances of relational core MDM 
tables 96 in which the persistent objects are held as reference 
data 22. The separation of the persistence layer from a 
particular physical mapping layer allows for multiple physi 
cal targets, which is especially useful when a distributed 
physical data model is required (e.g., in certain cases of 
parameter maintenance). 

0147 6. Data Staging Services 
0148 Data staging services 34e may be provided using a 
corresponding Subsystem within services framework 32. 
primarily to provide synchronization of inbound and out 
bound staging areas 66 and 68, respectively, with managed 
data area 72 of database 36. Data staging services 34e may 
include, without limitation: (1) a data import service; (2) a 
validation service; and (3) a syndication service. 

0149 a. Data Import 

0150. The data import service provides functions for 
moving data from external sources into database 36. For 
example, the data import service might be used to move 
existing master data into database 36 for storage and later 
redistribution to one or more planning, execution, monitor 
ing, or other enterprise Solution components 6. Importing 
data includes moving the inbound data into inbound staging 
area 84, validating and transforming the inbound data where 
appropriate, and moving the inbound data from inbound 
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staging area 84 into the core MDM reference data repository 
of managed data area 72 as reference data 22. 

0151 b. Validation 
0152 The validation service allows predefined, as well as 
user-defined, validation rules to be applied to inbound data 
prior to insertion into database 36. Validation rules may 
include basic value type rules, referential integrity rules, 
enterprise-specific business rules, or any other Suitable rule. 
In one embodiment, validation is selectable such that higher 
levels of validation may be used when an inbound data set 
is "dirty,’ requiring more stringent validation, and lower 
levels of validation may be used when an inbound data set 
is clean,” requiring less Stringent validation. 
0153 c. Syndication 
0154) The syndication service, which essentially exports 
data from database 36 to planning, execution, monitoring, or 
other enterprise solution components 6, may have two 
primary elements. The first element provides functions for 
synchronization of core MDM tables 96 within managed 
data area 72 with outbound staging tables 100 within out 
bound staging area 86. Such that a valid Snapshot of refer 
ence data 22 exists at all times within outbound staging 
tables 100, consistent with update transaction boundaries. 
The second element provides functions for schedule-based 
or demand-based movement of data from outbound staging 
tables 100 to a target enterprise solution component 6. 

O155) 
0156 FIG. 8 illustrates an example MDM use model 130 
for MDM system 4. In general, use model 130 describes how 
MDM system 4 will be used in terms of where data is stored 
and how the data is accessed. In one embodiment, the 
external operational systems 40 that interact with MDM 
system 4 view MDM system 4 as a reference data repository, 
not as an operational data source. Accordingly, reference 
data 22 within core MDM reference data repository 132 may 
be synchronized and replicated to local persistent stores 134 
of external operational systems 40 through appropriate 
external access services 136 operating in association with 
one or both data access layers 42. Internal access services 
138 associated with managing reference data 22 within 
MDM system 4 may have direct access to reference data 22 
within core MDM reference data repository 132. In contrast, 
operational services 140 of external operational systems 40, 
which are not associated with managing reference data 22 
within MDM system 4, may only access data within the 
associated persistent stores 134, never directly accessing 
reference data 22 within core MDM reference data reposi 
tory 132. Thus, in essence, MDM system 4 may act as a 
secure system of record that is optimized in architecture and 
design for management of reference data 22 rather than 
operational use of reference data 22. Consuming services 
other than those related to managing reference data 22 are 
not permitted to directly access reference data 22. 

0157. In one embodiment, key metrics to be considered 
in designing a physical architecture in accordance with use 
model 130 may include, without limitation: (1) throughput 
performance; (2) query performance; (3) configuration flex 
ibility; and (4) scale. Each of these metrics is discussed 
below in relation to appropriate physical characteristics of 
an implementation of MDM system 4. 

IV. MDM Use Model 
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0158 A. Throughput Performance 
0159. The primary use model for MDM system 4 features 
a centralized master repository, core MDM reference data 
repository 132 of managed data area 72 of database 36, for 
the core enterprise data, reference data 22. In one embodi 
ment, a goal is to shield core MDM reference data repository 
132 from operational loading while allowing for optimal 
design of external operational systems 40 that use reference 
data 22 in an operational mode. Accordingly, as described 
more fully above, use model 130 calls for synchronizing and 
replicating reference data 22 into local persistent stores 134 
of external operational systems 40 that use reference data 22. 
This implies a physical architecture and design that facilitate 
outbound throughput performance for moving reference 
data 22 from core MDM reference data repository 132 to 
target persistent stores 134. If reference data 22 is being 
moved in quantity from external operation systems 40 into 
MDM system 4, then the physical architecture and design 
should preferably also support inbound throughput perfor 
mance. A primary design criterion following from the above 
is that physical data layer 54 should provide for as efficient 
access to reference data 22 as possible. It may be desirable 
to consider any indirection layer that resides between core 
MDM tables 96 containing reference data 22, which may 
have a relational table structure, and the exterior represen 
tation of reference data 22, which may be an object repre 
sentation. 

0160 B. Query Performance 
0161 The context for query performance is that of con 
structing views of reference data 22 for the MDM user 
interface or an analytics service internal to MDM system 4, 
Such as the analytics and reporting service described above 
with reference to FIG. 3. Such user interface and analytics 
service queries are likely to be more filter-driven, looking 
for particular subsets of reference data 22 within a much 
larger row context, than any SQL or other queries associated 
with the bulk export of reference data 22 discussed above 
with respect to throughput. The structure of physical data 
layer 54 and the associated data access layer service should 
be designed to handle potentially large numbers of complex 
queries in a timely manner. Return of large and Small query 
result row sets should be efficient independent of the target 
service (e.g., the user interface). Design criteria for query 
performance may include low mean query response times at 
the database level, sufficient performance under inbound 
loading involving a large number of inbound queries, and 
minimal latency in the associated data access layer service. 
0162 C. Configuration Flexibility 
0163 Configuration flexibility may be examined from 
both the user view and the solution view. With respect to the 
user view, reference data 22 contained in core MDM refer 
ence data repository 132 needs to be mapped to a particular 
data view that the enterprise requires. With respect to the 
solution view, where the core metrics are typically perfor 
mance in replication and query performance, configuration 
flexibility may be less critical if not counter to those metrics. 
In general, it would be unwise to change reference data 
model 114d for each enterprise deployment, since that 
would imply reconfiguration of all interfaces from core 
MDM reference data repository 132 to local persistent stores 
134 of external operational systems 40. A design criterion 
for configuration flexibility is that reference data model 114d 
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should be stable from deployment to deployment and should 
represent a Superset of anticipated reference data 22 for any 
enterprise. Attainment of this state may be evolutionary over 
several deployments, but should be smoothly accomplished 
in a relatively short period of time without significant model 
redesign. If a user view mapping configuration is required, 
it should preferably be at the outermost layers of the design 
(i.e. close to the user interface rather than interior to data 
structures of core MDM reference data repository 132). 
0164. D. Scalability 
0.165 Core MDM reference data repository 132 may hold 
vast amounts of reference data 22, particularly where MDM 
system 4 is associated with an example retail enterprise 
having very large numbers of items, locations, or other 
entities. If attribute/trait data 22e is utilized, where several 
hundred trait attributes per entity may be common, the 
potential for vast amounts of reference data 22 is even 
higher. These characteristics may effectively lead to large 
table row counts, complex relational joins, and the need for 
a dimension framework for reference data 22. A design 
criterion for scalability, which is also related to both 
throughput and query performance, is the ability to effi 
ciently handle large row sets both when querying into the 
sets and when moving the sets. These type of efficiencies 
generally come from well-designed and well-tuned rela 
tional tables specifically engineered for performance-related 
metrics. A corollary is that the design should preferably be 
capable of utilizing parallel database technology if possibly 
required to sufficiently scale in the enterprise environment. 
If the design cannot utilize parallel database technology, 
then the option is lost when attempting to boost performance 
through deployment configuration. 
0166 V. User Interface Architecture 
0.167 There are several drivers for the architecture and 
design of a user interface for MDM system 4. A first driver 
is the dual types of users of MDM system 4; the adminis 
trative role user and the process participant role user. The 
first classification of user role is concerned primarily with 
the administration of enterprise configuration information 
contained within MDM system 4, as well as the associated 
MDM models 114, which are realized physically in database 
36. The second classification of user role is more concerned 
with viewing and entering information associated with pro 
cesses 14. Such as new item introduction for example. A 
modeling studio style interface may be more important to 
the administrative role user, while well-designed view and 
entry screen sequences may be more important to the 
process participant role user. User interface architecture and 
design requirements may be broken down along these or 
other suitable lines. A second driver is the flexibility that is 
inherent in the MDMarchitecture. In one embodiment, both 
reference data model 114d and staging data model 114e may 
be altered at the time of deployment. This provides flexibil 
ity for MDM system 4 to accommodate idiosyncrasies of the 
enterprise. Correspondingly, the user interface architecture 
preferably accommodates these flexible models. For 
example, if a field is added or deleted within reference data 
model 114d or staging data model 114e, a corresponding 
entry screen may accordingly adapt dynamically to the 
model change without the need for reprogramming. 
0168 VI. MDM Physical Architecture 
0.169 FIG. 9 illustrates an example high level physical 
architecture 150 for MDM system 4, which may be loosely 
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mapped to logical business architecture 10 described above 
with reference to FIG. 2 and logical technical architecture 30 
described above with reference to FIG. 3. 

0170 In one embodiment, MDM system 4 includes a 
web server 152, a MDM application server layer 154, an 
infrastructure services application server layer 156, and a 
MDM database layer 158. Using a web browser or other 
wise, a user associated with MDM system 4 may send a 
Hypertext Transport Protocol (HTTP) or other request to 
web server 152 to perform an appropriate operation. Web 
server 152 may communicate the request to one or more 
appropriate application servers within application server 
layer 154 to invoke one or more suitable applications 160. 
Application server layer 154 may include one or more 
application servers Supporting engines 160a that provide 
process and service functions of MDM system 4, Supporting 
the MDM user interface 140b, and supporting other suitable 
applications 160. Infrastructure services application server 
layer 156 may include one or more application servers 
Supporting front side data access layer 42a, back side data 
access layer 42b, and a suitable enterprise-level workflow 
engine 162 that provides process and service functions 
associated with data access layers 42. For example, in one 
particular embodiment, front side data access layer 42a may 
be implemented using a WEBMETHODS ENTERPRISE 
SERVER product, back side data access layer 42b may be 
implemented in part using an INFORMATICA POWER 
CENTER product with an integrated Extract-Transform 
Load (ETL) tool, and enterprise-level workflow engine 162 
may be implemented using a WEBMETHODS BUSINESS 
INTEGRATOR product. 
0171 In one embodiment, implementation of processes 
14 may be shared between enterprise-level workflow engine 
162 of application server layer 156 and applications 160 of 
application server layer 154. Services 12 and associated 
services 34 may be provided primarily using application 
server layer 154. Database layer 158 contains the actual 
physical data models 114, such as reference data model 114d 
and staging data model 114e described above with reference 
to FIG. 7, with associated data services provided either at 
database layer 8 or application server layer 154. 
0172 VII. Example New Item Introduction Process 
0173 FIG. 10 illustrates an example new item introduc 
tion process 14 provided within MDM system 4. Although 
introduction of a new item entity for retail and associated 
vendor enterprises is described as an example, the present 
invention contemplates analogous or other introduction of 
any suitable new entity for any suitable enterprise, whether 
or not specifically described herein. 
0174 New item introduction is a very common and 
integral practice for dynamic value chain partners such as 
retailers and finished goods vendors. The frequency of new 
items being introduced to a retailer assortment may vary 
from one to one thousand each week, depending upon the 
retail segment and other factors. New item introduction may 
be the most important phase in the life cycle of an item. This 
process has traditionally been highly paper intensive and has 
impeded the ability of retailers and vendors to introduce 
items on a dynamic (i.e. day-to-day) basis, since there are 
thousands of variables, attributes, and other factors that may 
need to be considered in introducing a new item at the 
retailer shelf, from pricing to shelf-level execution. There is 
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a business need for retailers to automate significant portions 
of the new item introduction process, and to streamline 
integration with planning, execution, monitoring, and other 
enterprise component Solutions, to introduce new items with 
a shorter time-to-market, generate customer interest, and 
gain market share. In one embodiment, with new item 
introduction process 14, MDM system 4 incorporates an 
embedded business workflow for new item introduction that 
enables an example retail enterprise to introduce a new item 
more quickly, more easily, with more flexibility, and with 
more streamlined integration with planning, execution, 
monitoring, or other enterprise solution components 6 than 
with previous techniques. 

0.175. A new item may be introduced in a number of 
different ways. For example, a vendor may introduce the 
new item to a retailer, a retailer may introduce the new item 
through item design (i.e. for private label), or a retailer and 
vendor may jointly decide to introduce the new item. 
Although there may be slight variations in these three 
methods of new item introduction, since this example will 
focus on the workflows internal to the retailer, this descrip 
tion will include details of new item introduction from a 
generic perspective. That is, the described workflows are 
generic in that they outline the processes that the retailer 
may go through, irrespective of whether the retailer intro 
duces the new item, the vendor introduces the new item, or 
the retailer and vendor jointly introduce the new item. These 
workflows may also be applicable across all retailer formats 
(e.g., mass merchant, department Store, etc.) and all mer 
chandise segments (hardlines, grocery, Softlines, etc.). 
0176). As illustrated in FIG. 10, in one embodiment there 
are two major aspects of new item introduction process 14: 
(1) a first sub-process 170 involving introduction, review, 
acceptance, and rejection of the new item, which may be 
analogized to the conception of a child; and (2) a second 
sub-process 172 involving creation of the new item within 
the retailer for initiating merchandising, replenishment, and 
Supply chain planning and execution functions on the new 
item to make the new item available at the shelf for sale to 
the customer, which may be analogized to the birth of the 
child. First sub-process 170 may include, without limitation: 
a vendor introduction component 174 (where the vendor is 
introducing the new item), a retailer review component 176: 
a retailer rejection/modification component 178; a retailer 
approval component 180; and a vendor/retailer agreement 
finalization component 182. Second sub-process 172 may 
include a vendor/retailer keying component 184, in which 
the vendor or retailer creates one or more appropriate 
masters for the new item within database 36. Such masters 
may include, for example, an item master 186, an item 
location master 188, and a vendor-item master 190. After 
creation and storage of masters for the new item according 
to execution of vendor/retailer keying component 184, 
legacy systems 192 and associated production databases 194 
of the retailer or vendor may receive and recognize the new 
item for merchandising, replenishment, and Supply chain 
planning and execution functions. 
0177. There may be many potential benefits of providing 
wholly or partially automated processes 14 for new item 
introduction, entry, creation, and maintenance. For example, 
automation of the new item introduction process may pro 
vide one or more of the following benefits, without limita 
tion: (1) providing the retailer with the ability to merchan 
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dise and incorporate a new item into its assortments more 
quickly, thereby making the new item available to customers 
more quickly than its competitors; (2) as a result of a shorter 
time-to-market for new items, the retailer may considerably 
improve its chances of increasing sales and market share; (3) 
reduced labor costs and paper-flow within and across vari 
ous retail functions; (4) reducing or eliminating the possi 
bility of keying errors, thereby reducing the potential for 
human error; (5) providing tighter and more streamlined 
integration of the new item introduction process with plan 
ning, execution, monitoring, or other enterprise Solution 
components 6, leading to better placement and replenish 
ment of merchandise; and (6) efficiencies in planning and 
execution achieved through streamlined integration with 
new item introduction may be effectively leveraged to 
provide the lowest shelf-landed cost to the end-customer. 
With respect to tighter and more streamlined integration, 
examples may include, without limitation: (1) data from a 
vendor's quote associated with a new item may be auto 
matically filled in for the retailer, no longer needing to be 
manually keyed in to finalize a contract with respect to the 
new item; (2) Universal Product Code (UPC) number may 
be automatically created for a new item once the new item 
has been created, no longer needing to be manually keyed in: 
(3) a retailer legacy system may be automatically checked to 
verify that a UPC number for a new item is associated with 
a retailer product number, no longer needing to be manually 
verified; and (4) in association with a merchandise planning 
system or other enterprise solution component 6, a product 
number for a new product may be automatically filled in for 
creation of a product assortment incorporating a new item, 
no longer needing to be manually keyed in. 

0178 New item introduction process 14 illustrated in 
FIG. 10 may be described in more detail, from introduction 
of the new item by the vendor through maintenance of the 
item by the retailer in its systems. In one embodiment, new 
item introduction, entry, creation, and maintenance associ 
ated with new item introduction process 14 within an 
example retailer may be broken down into the following 
primary Sub-processes, without limitation: (1) an initiation 
Sub-process; (2) a preliminary planning Sub-process; (3) an 
item entry, approval, initial forecast estimation, and replen 
ishment initiation Sub-process; (4) an item setup, creation, 
activation, and initial replenishment Sub-process; (5) an item 
merchandising and shelf execution setup Sub-process; (6) an 
item forecast entry and replenishment Sub-process; (7) an 
order management and collaboration Sub-process; (8) 
inbound (vendor-to-retailer) and outbound (retailer-to-loca 
tion) Supply chain planning and execution Sub-processes; (9) 
an item maintenance Sub-process; and (10) an exceptions 
handling and management Sub-process. 
0179 Although the present invention has been described 
with several embodiments, a plethora of changes, Substitu 
tions, variations, alterations, and modifications may be Sug 
gested to one skilled in the art, and it is intended that the 
invention encompass all Such changes, Substitutions, varia 
tions, alterations, and modifications as fall within the spirit 
and scope of the appended claims. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A computer-implemented enterprise solution frame 

work for an enterprise, comprising: 
a configuration segment specifying a configuration of the 

enterprise, the configuration segment comprising a 
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system for centrally managing core enterprise reference 
data associated with an enterprise, comprising: 
a centralized master repository containing the core 

enterprise reference data, wherein the core enterprise 
reference data comprises master data representing 
core configuration data associated with entities of the 
enterprise; 

an internal services framework coupled to the central 
ized master repository and providing internal Ser 
vices for managing the core enterprise reference data 
within the centralized master repository, one or more 
of the internal services having direct access to the 
core enterprise reference data stored in the central 
ized master repository for management purposes; 
and 

an infrastructure services layer coupled to the central 
ized master repository and providing for bulk data 
transfers of core enterprise reference data between 
the centralized master repository and one or more 
external operational systems according to one or 
more enterprise-level business workflows, the exter 
nal operational systems being permitted indirect 
access to the core enterprise reference data stored in 
the centralized master repository for operational pur 
poses; 

a planning segment for planning with respect to the 
enterprise and its entities according to the configuration 
of the enterprise specified in the configuration segment, 
the planning comprising generating decisions specify 
ing actions to be taken; 

an execution segment for execution with respect to the 
enterprise and its entities according to output of the 
planning segment, the execution comprising taking 
actions based on the decisions generated in the plan 
ning segment; and 

a monitoring segment for monitoring with respect to the 
enterprise and its entities according to output of the 
execution segment, the monitoring comprising deter 
mining results of actions taken in the execution seg 
ment and providing feedback to the configuration and 
planning segments accordingly; 

a database associated with the centralized master reposi 
tory for storing the core enterprise reference data. 

2. The system of claim 1, wherein each of the one or more 
external operational systems comprise a system selected 
from the group consisting of: 

a planning System; 

an execution system; and 
a monitoring system. 
3. The system of claim 2, wherein the enterprise is a retail 

enterprise and the one or more external operational systems 
comprise: 

a merchandising planning system; 
a replenishment planning system; 

an order management system; and 

a logistics and distribution system. 
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4. The system of claim 2, wherein each of the one or more 
external operational systems comprise: 

one or more external enterprise solution components 
associated with the enterprise. 

5. The system of claim 1, wherein the system comprises 
a secure system of record for management of the core 
enterprise reference data rather than operational use of the 
core enterprise reference data by the external operational 
systems. 

6. The system of claim 1, wherein the database associated 
with the centralized master repository is a multi-dimensional 
database construct in which all the core enterprise reference 
data stored within the centralized master repository is rep 
resented as an attribute associated with a point in n-dimen 
sional entity space. 

7. The system of claim 1, wherein an external access 
service replicates the core enterprise reference data in the 
centralized master repository to be replicated to persistent 
stores of the external operational systems for operational use 
by the external operational systems, the external operational 
systems not being permitted direct access the core enterprise 
reference data in the centralized master repository. 

8. A method for providing an enterprise Solution frame 
work for an enterprise, comprising: 

providing a configuration segment specifying a configu 
ration of the enterprise, the configuration segment 
comprising a system for centrally managing core enter 
prise reference data associated with an enterprise, com 
prising: 

a centralized master repository containing the core 
enterprise reference data, wherein the core enterprise 
reference data comprises master data representing 
core configuration data associated with entities of the 
enterprise; 

an internal services framework coupled to the central 
ized master repository and providing internal Ser 
vices for managing the core enterprise reference data 
within the centralized master repository, one or more 
of the internal services having direct access to the 
core enterprise reference data stored in the central 
ized master repository for management purposes; 
and 

an infrastructure services layer coupled to the central 
ized master repository and providing for bulk data 
transfers of core enterprise reference data between 
the centralized master repository and one or more 
external operational systems according to one or 
more enterprise-level business workflows, the exter 
nal operational systems being permitted indirect 
access to the core enterprise reference data stored in 
the centralized master repository for operational pur 
poses; 

providing a planning segment for planning with respect to 
the enterprise and its entities according to the configu 
ration of the enterprise specified in the configuration 
segment, the planning comprising generating decisions 
specifying actions to be taken; 

providing an execution segment for execution with 
respect to the enterprise and its entities according to 
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output of the planning segment, the execution compris 
ing taking actions based on the decisions generated in 
the planning segment; and 

providing a monitoring segment for monitoring with 
respect to the enterprise and its entities according to 
output of the execution segment, the monitoring com 
prising determining results of actions taken in the 
execution segment and providing feedback to the con 
figuration and planning segments accordingly: 

storing the core enterprise reference data in a database 
associated with the centralized master repository. 

9. The method of claim 8, wherein each of the one or more 
external operational systems comprise a system selected 
from the group consisting of: 

a planning System; 
an execution system; and 
a monitoring system. 
10. The method of claim 9, wherein the enterprise is a 

retail enterprise and the one or more external operational 
systems comprise: 

a merchandising planning system; 
a replenishment planning system; 
an order management system; and 
a logistics and distribution system. 
11. The method of claim 9, wherein each of the one or 

more external operational systems comprise: 
one or more external enterprise solution components 

associated with the enterprise. 
12. The method of claim 8, wherein the system for 

centrally managing core enterprise reference data comprises 
a secure system of record for management of the core 
enterprise reference data rather than operational use of the 
core enterprise reference data by the external operational 
systems. 

13. The method of claim 8, wherein the database associ 
ated with the centralized master repository is a multi 
dimensional database construct in which all the core enter 
prise reference data stored within the centralized master 
repository is represented as an attribute associated with a 
point in n-dimensional entity space. 

14. The method of claim 8, wherein an external access 
service replicates the core enterprise reference data in the 
centralized master repository to be replicated to persistent 
stores of the external operational systems for operational use 
by the external operational systems, the external operational 
systems not being permitted direct access the core enterprise 
reference data in the centralized master repository. 

15. Software providing an enterprise solution framework 
for an enterprise, the software being embodied in one or 
more computer-readable media and when executed using 
one or more computer systems operable to: 

provide a configuration segment specifying a configura 
tion of the enterprise, the configuration segment com 
prising a system for centrally managing core enterprise 
reference data associated with an enterprise, the con 
figuration segment operable to: 

interact with a centralized master repository containing 
the core enterprise reference data, wherein the core 
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enterprise reference data comprises master data rep 
resenting core configuration data associated with 
entities of the enterprise; 

provide an internal services framework coupled to the 
centralized master repository and providing internal 
services for managing the core enterprise reference 
data within the centralized master repository, one or 
more of the internal services having direct access to 
the core enterprise reference data stored in the cen 
tralized master repository for management purposes; 
and 

provide an infrastructure services layer coupled to the 
centralized master repository and providing for bulk 
data transfers of core enterprise reference data 
between the centralized master repository and one or 
more external operational systems according to one 
or more enterprise-level business workflows, the 
external operational systems being permitted indirect 
access to the core enterprise reference data stored in 
the centralized master repository for operational pur 
poses; 

provide a planning segment for planning with respect to 
the enterprise and its entities according to the configu 
ration of the enterprise specified in the configuration 
segment, the planning comprising generating decisions 
specifying actions to be taken; 

provide an execution segment for execution with respect 
to the enterprise and its entities according to output of 
the planning segment, the execution comprising taking 
actions based on the decisions generated in the plan 
ning segment; and 

provide a monitoring segment for monitoring with respect 
to the enterprise and its entities according to output of 
the execution segment, the monitoring comprising 
determining results of actions taken in the execution 
segment and providing feedback to the configuration 
and planning segments accordingly; 
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store the core enterprise reference data in a database 
associated with the centralized master repository. 

16. The software of claim 15, wherein each of one or more 
external operational systems comprise a system selected 
from the group consisting of: 

a planning System; 

an execution system; and 
a monitoring system. 
17. The software of claim 16, wherein the enterprise is a 

retail enterprise and the one or more external operational 
systems comprise: 

a merchandising planning system; 

a replenishment planning system; 

an order management system; and 

a logistics and distribution system. 
18. The software of claim 16, wherein each of the one or 

more external operational systems comprise: 

one or more external enterprise solution components 
associated with the enterprise. 

19. The software of claim 15, wherein the system for 
centrally managing core enterprise reference data comprises 
a secure system of record for management of the core 
enterprise reference data rather than operational use of the 
core enterprise reference data by the external operational 
systems. 

20. The software of claim 15, wherein the database 
associated with the centralized master repository is a multi 
dimensional database construct in which all the core enter 
prise reference data stored within the centralized master 
repository is represented as an attribute associated with a 
point in n-dimensional entity space. 


