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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES EDWARD
PARKER, a citizen of the United States, resid-
ing -at Duluth, in the county of St. Louis and

5 State of Minnesota, have invented new and
useful Improvements in Portable and Adjust-
able Tracks for Moving Safes, of which the
following is a specification.

This invention relates to portable and ad-

1o justable railroad rails or tracks for use in fa-
cilitating the moving of heavy safes.

The object of my invention is to provide a
system of strongly- constructed flanged or
grooved rails that can be readily adjusted to
any required width or gage and which may
be lengthened by the addition of successive
detachably-connected sections, as required.

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide means for adjusting the rails vertically
20 to form a bridge or platform along which a
safe can be moved at any necessary élevation.

The invention consists in the construction,
relative arrangement, and combination of the
adjustable railroad -rails and accompani-
ments, as hereinafter more fully set forth.

In the annexed drawings, illustrating the
invention, Figure 1 is a partly-broken plan of
a system of detachably connected and adjust-
able railroad-rails constructed according to
my invention. Fig. 2is a side elevation of
the same. Tig. 3 is a transverse section on
the line 3 3, [Fig. 1. TFig. 4 is a plan of a set
of rails-arranged to be adjusted vertically.
Tig. 5 is a side elevation of a set of vertically-
adjustable rails. Fig. 6 is an end elevation
of the same. Figs.7,8,and 9are detail views
of foot-piecesfor the supports of the elevated
rails. ‘

The rails 1 are constructed with lateral ver-
tically-projecting guide-flanges 2, that serve
to keep in place the rollers on which a safe is
mounted. ‘These flanges. may, however, be
omitted orcut away for a portion of the length
of arail at one end to form a flat tongue 3,
that is adapted to be received between the
flanges of an adjacent rail when two or more
sets of rails are connected to form a track of
the desired length. Several lengths of rails
can thus be connected by lapped ends, as
shown in Fig. 2, for obtaining any length of
track required. For the purpose of detach-
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ably and adjustably connecting the ends of
the rails to obtain a track of proper length
for the required purpose, the end of the rail
that is to form the under side of the joint 53
may De provided with a longitudinal slot 4,

as shown in Fig. 1, of any suitable shape to
receive a binding -screw 3, Fig. 2, that im-
pinges on the tongue 3 and holds the rails to-
gether. Instead of binding-screws 3, bolts 6o
and nuts 6, Fig. 2, may be used. If it is not
desired to provide for any slight adjustment

of the rails endwise on each other, the slots 4
may be omitted. and eireular perforations 7,
Fig. 4, be provided for passage of the bind- 65
ing-serews or bolts.

- The opposite rails in each section of track
are adjustably connected by means of ties 8,
that are rigidly secured to one rail in any
suitable manner and have an adjustableslot- 70
and-bolt connection with the opposite rail, as
shown in Figs. 1 and 3, or with another tie
projecting from said opposite rail, as shown
in Figs: 4 and 6. The tie 8, Figs. 1 and 3, or
either of the ties, Figs. 4 and 6, is provided 73
with a longitudinal slot’ 9. to receive a bolt
10 on the opposite rail or interlocking tie, as
the case may De, and by means of a nut or
nuts 11 on this bolt the rails 1in each section
of track can be securely connected at any de- 8o
sired gage or distance apart. The adjustable
ties may be secured to the under sides of the
rails by means of bolts 12 and nuts 13, Fig.

3, or in any other convenient manner.

In arranging these portable and adjustable 85
rails for use in moving a safe alongandover
the same, each section of track is adjusted to
the proper gage and a sufficient number of
track-sections are connected to support the
safe and have one or more sections in ad- go
vance. After the safe has been moved along
over the first two or three sections of track
they can be taken up and adjusted in front,
and so on. DBy suitable arrangement and
management of the detachable and adjust- g5
able track-sections a heavy safe can bereadily
moved across a floor or pavement and up or
down a stairway with comparative ease.

If it should be necessary to move a safe
across a piece of soft ground or to or from a 100
wagon, the bridge or elevated platform of
rails, I'igs, 5 and 6, may be used to advan-
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tage. This bridge or platform is composed
of detachable and adjustably-connected rails
of the same character and construction as
already described, so that the structure can
be readily made of any length and width de-
sired. By referring to Figs. 5and 6it will be

seen that the flanged. rails 1 can be mounted

on adjustable standards or legs. 14, securely
braced by adjustable longitudinally-arranged
bars 15 and adjustable transverse bars 16, the
said bars 15 being secured to the upper leg-
sections 14 by slot-and-bolt connections 17,
as shown in Fig. 5, or otherwise. The trans-
verse bars 16 are each provided on one face
with a series of longitudinal corrugations 18,
and in each of said bars is a longitudinal slot
19, Fig. 6. These transverse bars 16 are ver-
tically adjustable .on lower leg-sections or

standards 20, having transverse corrugations
21, Fig. 5, and longitudinal slots 22, Fig.6. By

means of bolts and nuts 23-and theslots 19 and

22, the rail-sapporting legs 14 and transverse:

brace-bars 16 .can be secured to the standards
20 -at any desired elevation, while the coren-

gated surfaces of the'bars 16 and standards 20:

assist in securing a-firm and rigid connection.

In raising a-safeto the top of thisplatform or

‘bridge or in lowering it therefrom a separate.
section of frack-rails.can be arranged against
one end-of -the bridge or platform at any re--
quired angle and be used as aninclined plane:

in ‘moving the safe, around ‘which a rope is
placed, as usual. To prevent the standards
oradjustable legsfromsinking in soft ground,
they-are provided with detachable foot-pieces
24, the upper -surfaces of which may have
grooves 25, IFig. 7, or mortises 26, Fig. 9, to re-

ceive the lower ends of said standards or ad-.

justable legs. The under sides of the foot-
pieces 24 -may have corrugations 27, Figs. 5
and 8,to prevent slipping.  As shown in Tig.
5, the rails 1, that form the top of the:bridge
or platform, may be braced by truss-rods 28,
arranged in any suitable manner.

It will be observed that by use of these
portable and adjustable rails the heavy
planks and blocking now ordinarily employed
inmoving heavy safes may be dispensed with,
and that with tracks of the character herein
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described, made of the bestand strongest ma-
terials,safes of the largest size.can be moved
about much more quickly and easily than by
the usual means.

‘What I claim as my invention is—

1.. A portable and adjustable track for use
in moving safes, said track composed of rails
that are adapted to be detachably connected
at their ends and provided with adjustable
ties whereby the gage of the track may be va-
ried, substantially as described.

2. A portable and adjustable track for use
in moving safes, said track composed of
grooved or flanged rails and adjustable cross-
ties, substantially as-described.

3. A portable and adjustable track for use
in moving safes, said track composed -of
flanged rails having tongues at one end-and
slots or perforations at the other:end, bolts
for detachably -securing together-the ends:of

adjacent rails,.and adjustable .cross-ties for
varying ‘the .gage of the track, substantially
-as.described.

4. A portable and adjustable track for use
in moving safes, said track composed of rails
that are-adapted :to be detachably connected
at their ends, slotted eross-ties for varyingthe

gage.of said track,and bolts for securing the

ties, substantially as described.
5. The combination, with a-traek composed
of rails and adjustable cross-ties to vary the

gage, of vertically-adjustable legs :or stand-

ards for supportingsaid track, and adjustable
cross bars or braces connectingsaid legs,sub-
stantially -as described.

6. The eombination, with a track composed

of rails 1 and adjustable cross-ties 8, of the

legs 14, the longitudinally -arranged brace-
bars 15, the -adjustable corrugated cross‘bars
16, the corrugated standards 21,and the fast-
enings 23, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I have hercunto set
my hand and affixed my seal in presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

CHARLES EDWARD PARKER,

Witnesses:
E. G. CHAPMAN,
N. A. GEARHART.

[T.s.]
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