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% “Claims,

This invention relates to the &lass of fences
and. pertains particularly to an improved fénce
construetion -adapted to be formed of concrete.

‘The primary object of the presernt invention is
te provide -an ‘improved fence construction in
which the posts are forihed of molded concrete
-and are-so-designed that intermediate connecting
parts may be readily disposed therebetween. for
the formation of & ‘complete fence structere.

Another ‘objeet -of the ‘itivention is to provide
an improved fence construction having pie-
formed voncrete posts and novel means. associ-
ated with the posts for maintaining the satve : m
upright position in the ground.

A further object of the invention is to provide
in & fence construetion, 4 novel arrangeinent for
coupling together the top ends of the spaced
posts whereby to strengthen the same and pre-
vent them from getting out of alinement.

The invention will be best understood from a.
consideration of the following detailed descrip-
tion taken in connection with the accompanying
drawing forming part of this specification, with
the understanding, however, that the invention
is not confined to any strict conformity with the
showing of the drawing but may be changed or
modified so long as such changes or modifications
mark no material departure from the salient fea-
tures of the invention as expressed in the ap-
30 pended claims.

In the drawing:

Figure 1 is a view in elevation of a portion of a
fence constructed in accordance with the present
invention, parts thereof being in section;

Figure 2 is a sectional view taken on the line
2—2 of Figure 1;

Figure 3 is a sectional view taken on the line
3—3 of Figure 1;

Figure 4 is a view in elevation of a modified
form of panel for disposition between a pair of
posts, the central portion of the panel being
broken away.

Referring now more particularly to the draw-
ing, the numeral | indicates a post formed of
molded concrete, Figure 1 of the drawing illus-
trating two of these posts in a fence structure.
These posts | are preferably cast in tubular form
50 that each has a passage 2 extending longi-
tudinally therethrough and in the casting of the
post there is fixed in the passage a slight distance
inwardly from one end, the nut 3. The end of
the post adjacent which the nut 3 is located con-
stitutes the top end when the post is set upright
in the ground.

The posts are preferably of rectangular cross
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section and each has fb‘riﬁéd IBﬂg‘iiﬁém”all‘? n

thifoughiout e leifé'bh of ‘the i{eﬁb At _w111 be
-OBViGUs thigt THiS Broove THaY fi'ééfalﬁi be formed
‘in 5 Post of BIFCUIAT €Yoss-86EtON 75 Well as ohe
of fectahgular ‘é‘fdﬁs—seetion Bch Es THe OFes
Tustisted.

TIn. sssociation With: ea@h Pokt ‘4 there is €m-
ployed a base DItk § which has b ¢ehtral oben-
ing 6 thiough whith a Post i adupted to extend, 1
and two opposite walls of hi§ obénlng ‘afe €ach
‘provided with & tongae T ToF ené'agemeht in a
groove 4 of the post.  The base block 1 i -eth-
bedded ih the ground; as lustrated Figare 1,
wnd 2 Pportion of tHe Post extends thiough the
blotk aid into the Eround beheath the ‘safheé; as
ystrated.

‘Th setting up $he PokS 1 16 dividing two picess
of property; the Posts aie ¥ Eispesed s $o have
the dividing line of the property pass through
the centers of the grooves 4. After the posts have
been set up in the base blocks 5, as illustrated
in Figure 1, there is placed upon the base blocks
between each pair of posts a bottom rail 8, which
is preferably of cast concrete and which has a
key 9 formed vertically across each end for en-
gagement in a groove or keyway 4.

Connecting the posts and resting upon the bot-
tom rails 8 are panels {0, which are illustrated in
Figures 1 and 2 as in the form of relatively nar-
row boards. These panels have their end edges
shaped, as indicated at (i, for sliding engage-
ment in the grooves or keyways 4 so that they
will rest one upon the other in the manner illus-
trated and their widths are such that a series
may be put in and have the top edge of the top
panel in the plane of the tops of the posts I.

After placing the post connecting panels in
position in the manner described, the top ends
of the posts are connected by the top rails 12,
which may be of wood or concrete as desired, and
each of these rails is formed at its end to form
an overlapping or mitre joint with the end of an
adjoining rail over the top of a post. These
terminal portions of reduced thickness of each
rail end are indicated by the numerals i3, and
each is provided with an aperture for alinement
with the adjacent reduced portion through which
a bolt 14 may be passed downwardly for threaded
engagement with the nut 3 adjacent the top of
the post. By this means, the top rails of the
fence may be tightly joined together and they
will operate to retain the panels of the fence
firmly in position.

While Figures 1 and 2 illustrate a fence having 55
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solid panels between the posts, it is contemplated
to construct the fence with wire panels and to
this end, there is illustrated in Figure 4 a form
of such wire panel which may be used. This
wire panel comprises .a frame having top and
bottom bars 15 and connecting side bars 16 which
are beveled for sliding engagement in the grooves
4, and the frame is covered or has placed within
it the:wire body 11, 50 that when the wire panel
is placed in position between the posts, there will
be.formed a wire fence having concrete posts and
the top and bottom rails illustrated.

From the foregoing, ‘it will be apparent that-a

fence constructed in accordance with the present

invention may be easily and quickly set up and""
_that an opening may be readily formed between .

any two ‘posts or the character of the fence
structure -between - two - posts may be readily

changed, as desired, merely by removing a.top

rail (2 and taking out one form of pa,nel for
replacement by . another .
- What‘is claimed is:— B L :
1. In a fence const;ructlon spaced one: plece
posts having opposing surfaces provided with lon-

-gitudinally .extending grooves which are open at

their ends at the tops of the posts, panel members
disposed ‘between the posts and having edges for
sliding engagement in the post grooves, the panels
being insertible between the fixed posts, and. top
rails connecting.the upper ends of the posts and

‘overlylng said panels.”

2. In a fence constructlon posts formed of cast

rma.tenal and each having -a passage therein ex-

- tending longitudinally. thereof from -the. upper

35

end, a nut secured in the passage of each post,
top rails’ connecting the upper ends of said posts
and having  overlapping ends upon -each post,
and a. securing bolt. passing through the: over-
lapping ends of the top rails and into the passage
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of the underlying post for engagement with the ]

nut therein.

3. In a fence construction, posts of cast con-
crete having their opposing faces provided with
longitudinally .extending grooves, a bottom rail
comprising a body .of cast cement disposed be-
tween a pair of posts and upon the ground, a key
upon -each end of said bottom rail for sliding

"~ engagement in -a post groove, and top rails
having their ends extended over . a,nd connectmg
“the upper ends of said posts.

4. In a fence construction, one plece posts of

- cast concrete having their opposing faces pro-

vided with longitudinally extending grooves, a
bottom rail disposed upon the ground between a
pair. of posts, a.key upon each end-of said bot-

tom rail for sliding engagement. in a post groove,

top rails connecting the upper ends of adjacent
posts, and panel members between the posts each
having an end edge formed for shdmg engage-
ment in-a post groove.

5. In a fence, a plurality of spaced vertically
disposed posts of cast- material -each ‘having a
central passage: opening through and leading
downwardly - from  thetop, said posts further
having. grooves exténding. throughout their: op-
posed faces, a'nut secured in each.of said pas-

-sages- adjacent the- top of the post, panel mem-

ber disposed between the posts and having their

ends formed. for sliding engagement in said-

grooves, top rails:connecting: the tops of said
posts and having overlapping :ends of reduced
thickness, said ‘overlapping ends being disposed
over the tops of the: posts, and bolts passing
through said -overlapped ends downwardly into
the posts and having threaded engagement with

,the adjacent nuts in the posts.
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