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UNITED STATES

PAaTEnT OFFICE.

RICHARD CONDON, OF LYONS, IOWA.

WAGON-BODY.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 474,817, dated May 1%, 1892,
Application flled January 29,1889, Serial No, 298,026, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, RICHARD CoNDonN, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Lyons, in
the county of Clinton and State of Jowa, have
invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Wagon-Bodies; and I do hereby de-
clare the following to be a full, clear, and exact
desecription of the invention, such as will en-
ableothers skilled in the art to which it apper-
tains to make and use the same. '

This invention relates to wagon-bodies.

The object of the invention is to produce a
wagon-body which by quick manipulation may
be converted into an ordinary farm-wagon,
a freight-wagon, or a truck-frame.

With this object in view the invention re-
sides, essentially, in a wagon-hody made up of
a frame provided with upwardly-extending
arms fixed thereon, removable side pieces and
ends, and removable and shifting top pieces
capable of being removed and adjusted inde-
pendent of the side pieces; and, furthermore,
the invention resides in various novel details
of construction, whereby the objects are at-
tained and a cheap and efficient wagon-body
produced. -

I have illustrated my invention in the ac-
companying drawings, in which~—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a wagon-
body constructed in acecordance with my in-
vention with the tail-gate down. Fig. 2 is a
similar view of the wagon-body frame, the
sides, bottom, and ends being removed. Fig.
3 is a rear end view showing the tail-gate
closed. Fig. 4 is a similar view of the front
end of the wagon-body. Fig. 5 is a cross-sec-
tion looking toward the front of the wagon,
and Fig. 6 isa detail view of one of the stand-
ards for retaining the sides and top pieces in
position.

Referring to the drawings, A designates the
wagon-frame, which consists in this instance
of two parallel side rails a, floor-beams «’ for
connecting the rails, and vertical uprights a?,
permanently secured to therails. Thisframe
may, if desired, be used alone as a platform
to receive freight.

B designates the sides of the wagon, which
are of a width corresponding to the height of
an ordinary farm-wagon body. These sides
bear against the uprights o? and are held in a
vertical position by means of standards G,

which latter pass through eyes or loops b, car-
ried by the sides, and enter at their lower ends
into sockets or holes b’ in the side rails. As
shown in T'ig. 6, these standards are each pro-
vided at their lower ends with a pintle c?
whereby to permit of their turning in the
sockets, and at their upper ends they are bent
outward, as at ¢, for a purpose that will pres-
ently appear. .

E designates the top pieces of the frame,
which pieces are provided on their outer faces
with loops oreyes e, corresponding with those
on the sides B, and are designed to receive
the bent ends ¢* of the standards.

The head-board or front end D of the wagon
is provided with two upright strips d’, against
which bear the inner faces of the ends of the
sides B, and with two inelined stops d? for
supporting the front ends of the pieces E
when in their inclined position, as shown in
Tig. 1. Inorder to lock the pieces E in their
inglined position, pivoted wedge-shaped but-
tons ¢ are employed, which when turned
down bear against the outer sidesof the strips
d’, asseen in Fig. 1, and thus hold the pieces
E from inward movement. The pieces along
their length are supported by means of the
standards C, which in this case are turned so
as to bring the bent ends ¢* of the standards
against the said pieces. When it is desired
to turn the pieces to a position in vertieal
alignment with the sides B, the standards are
given a quarter-turn in order to bring their
flat sides against the top pieces,and wedge-
shaped buttons ¢ are turned down between
the ends of the top pieces and the stops d?,
thus locking the said pieces in place. The
front board D is held in place by means of a
headed rod d° which passes through the two
end uprights and through strips d* on the
front board and is firmly elamped in position
by means of a suitable nut d°.

I' designates the tail-gate, which is romov-
ably secured to the rear portion of the body
in any preferred manner and is retained in
its closed position by means of cleats 7, piv-
oted to the sides of the body. Secured on the
inner side of the gate near each end thereof
and projecting above its upper edge are two
plates % having each an opening 7%, in which,
when the gate is closed, work pintles &5, car-
ried by the rear ends of the pieces E, the front
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ends of the said pieces being provided with
similar pintles engaging openings d°in the
front board. By means of thesepintlesthe top
pieces are hinged so as toallow them to swing
a distance equal to the space between the
stops d?and thestripsd’. When itis desired
toremovethetoppieces,thecleats fare turned
up so as to release the tail-gate, and by lift-
ing the said pieces clear of the standards they
may be taken off the sides.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. In a wagon-body, the combination of the
frame, the side pieces having the eyesorloops,
the top pieces having the eyes or loops, and
thearms or braces provided withthebentends,
substantially as described.

2. In a wagon-body, the combination of the
frame provided with the upright arms and
the sockets, the side pieces provided with the

eyes or loops, the top pieces pivoted as de-
seribed, and the arms or braces, substantially
as described.

3. In a wagon-body, the combination of the
pivoted top pieces, the head-board provided
with the cleats, and the swinging wedges at-
tached to the top pieces, substantially as de-
seribed.

4. In a wagon-body, the combination of the
frame provided with upright arms, the top
pieces pivoted in the head and tail boards, the
head-board provided with cleats, the swinging
wedges connected to the top pieces, and the
arms or braces having bent ends.

In testimony whereof I affix mysignature in
presence of two witnesses.

7 RICHARD CONDON.
Witnesses:

Davip H. MEAD,
H. C. JOHNSON.
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