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important that it does not engage the finger 
throughout its circumference so as to exert a suc 
tion or too much of a drag thereon upon the re 
lease of the ball. The drag should only be exerted 
upon the finger throughout that part through 
which the bowler exercises control over the ball. 
Another characteristic of the plug 6 is that 

while the depth to which it may extend length 
wise of the finger opening, that is whether it ex 
tends entirely to the bottom or not, may be as de 
sired but it is important that it extend outward 
ly to the surface of the ball at the mouth of the 
finger opening. It is desirable that the bowler be 
able to exercise the maximum amount of control 
over the ball up to the instant of its release and 
for this reason it is important that the plugieX 
tend to the mouth of the finger opening. 

Preferably the plug may be tapered as shown 
in Fig. 3 and received within a tapered groove so 
that the plug will be held securely in place with 
in the groove against accidental displacement 
whether adhesively secured within the groove or 
not. Such groove is undercut along its linear 
margin as at 20 as shown in Fig. 6 to assist in 
holding the insert 6 therein. The plug is illus 
trated as having a finger contacting surface 
which is flush with the adjacent portion of the 
wall surface of the opening in the bowling ball. 
At its outer end the plug is fiush with the outer 
surface of the ball. 

In Figs. 5 and 6 means in the form of a shim 8 
is provided which shim is received within the fin 
ger opening underneath the rubber insert 8 to 
hold the insert inwardly of the finger receiving 
opening. 
What I claim is: 
1. In a bowling ball having a generally cylin 

drical finger receiving hole, said ball provided in 
the wall surrounding the hole with a groove ex 
tending from the outer end of the hole lengthwise 
thereof, said groove extending for an arcuate dis 
tance substantially less than the complete cir 
cumference of the hole and an insert of con 
pressible resilient material seated within and fill 
ing said groove. 

2. In a bowling ball having a generally cylin 
drical finger receiving hole, said ball provided in 
the wall surrounding the hole with a recess ex 
tending from the outer surface of the ball length 
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wise of the hole and extending for an arcuate di 
mension not substantially greater than one-third 
of the circumference of the hole, a compressible 
resilient rubber insert seated within and filling 
said recess, said insert extending inwardly from 
a point flush with the outer surface of the hole 
and flush with the wall surface of the hole to a 
point adjacent to the bottom of the hole. 

3. In a bowling ball having a generally cylin 
drical finger receiving opening, said ball provided 
in the wall surrounding the opening with a recess 
extending from the outer surface of the ball 

- lengthwise of the opening, said recess extending 
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throughout an arcuate dimension not substantial 
ly in excess of 120°, said recess being tapered 

- lengthwise of the opening, a resilient rubber in 
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sert fixed within said recess and filling the same 
adjacent, said insert extending from adjacent to 
the outer end of the opening inwardly thereof 
and being flush with the outer surface of the ball 
adjacent to the mouth of the opening. 

4. A bowling ball having a generally cylindri 
cal finger receiving opening provided with a com 
pressible resilient rubber insert fixed within the 
wall about the opening and being flush with the 
wall surface of the opening and extending from a 
point fiush with the outer surface of the ball at 
the mouth of the opening lengthwise of the open 
ing and having an arcuate dimension circumfer 
entially of the opening not substantially greater 
than 120°. 

5. A bowling ball having a generally cylindrical 
finger receiving opening provided with a com 
pressible resilient rubber insert fixed within the 

5 wall of the ball about the opening and being 
flush with the wall surface of the opening formed 
by the ball material and extending from a point 
fiush with the outer surface of the ball at the 
mouth of the opening lengthwise of the opening 
to a point adjacent to the bottom thereof, said 
insert having an arcuate dimension circumferen 
tially of the opening not substantially in excess 
of 120° and being tapered from a maximum ar 
cuate dimension at its inner end outwardly of the 
opening. 

CHESTER W. JEROME. 

. No references cited. 


