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To all whon it may concern:

Be it known that I, Josgerm HorcHxer,
citizen of the United States, residing at San
Ifrancisco, in the county of San Krancisco
and State of California, have invented a
new and useful Illuminated Sign, of which
the following is a specification in such full
and clear terms as will enable those skilled
in the art to construct and use the same.

This invention relates to electric signs,
and its object is to produce a sign which 1s
of especial advantage as a day sign as well
as a night sign, the letters of the sign being
spaced from the sign body.

Another object of the invention is to space
the letters from the sign body in such a man-
ner as to give a natural shade effect in addi-
tion to the painted shade effect given the
letter itself.

Another object of the invention is to pro-
duce a letter which can be hung in place in
front of the sign sockets by means of hooks
secured to said letter, said hooks passing be-
hind plates secured to the sign body.

Other objects of the invention will be ap-
parent as the description proceeds.

In the drawing, in which the same nu-
meral of reference is applied to the same
portion throughout the several views, Fig-
ure 1 is a perspective view of a letter, the
lamps being removed from the sockets. Fig.
2 is a front view of a portion of one of the
letters, showing the hook punched out of the
metal of which the letter is made. Tig. 3
is a side elevation of a portion of the same
letter, showing the hook in side elevation.
Tig. 4 is a portion of a sign body showing
the socket and letter-holding plate. Fig. 5
is a front elevation of a portion of the sign
body, showing one of the socket plates. ITig.
6 is a front elevation of a portion of one of
the letters, showing the manner in which
the steadying foot is punched out. Fig. 7
is a side elevation of a portion of one of the
letters, and a portion of the sign body, illus-
trating the manner in which the steadying
foot bears on the sign body when the letter
is in place; and Fig. 8 is a perspective view
of a sign, the lamps being shown on two of
the letters only.

The numeral 1 represents the sign, the
body of which may be of any desired mate-
rial, and which has a series of openings
therein to correspond with the location of

the desived letter. The ordinary lamp sock-
ets 2 are secured in said openings by means
of the base sockets 3, wires 4 and 5 leading
into said base socket 3. At the junction of
the two sockets 2 and 3 a sheet metal plate
6 is seeured; this plate has ears 7 and 8
turned down on the upper corners thereof.
This construction leaves a small slot between
the sign body and the plate 6, there being
such a number of these plates as may be de-
sired for the given sign. The letters com-
prise plates 10, having shaded portions 11,
and reflectors 12, the reflectors being so
placed as to bring out the shade effect on
the lower part of the elements of the letter.
At a number of places in the elements of the
letter there are openings made through
which the base of an electric lamp may be
inserted in the socket 2. These openings are
punched out, and are allowed to remain in-

tegral with the letter, and form parts 13 ex-

tending toward the sign body, and have
hooks 14. Several of the openings are thus
equipped with the hooks 14, in order that
the letter may be easily hung in place on
the sign body. These openings not so
equipped with hooks 14 are provided with
steadying feet 15, which hold the letter
firmly in position away from the sign body.
Thus the sign character will be rigidly
braced adjacent to each of the socket open-
ings. After the letter has been hung in
place, the lamps 16 may be inserted in the
holes in the elements of the letter, and
screwed into the sockets 2. It will be under-
stood that any character, number or letter
may be constructed in the manner here out-
lined, and this specification is intended to
be a disclosure of such a construction.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent of the United States is as fol-
lows:

1. In a sign, a sign body, a character de-
tachable from the sign body and having a
plurality of openings along thebody of the
character, hooks integral with said character
and adjacent said openings in said character,
means secured to the sign body to hold said
hooks, and means to illuminate the letter, as
set forth.

2. In a sign, a sign body, a character de-
tachable from the sign body and having a
plurality of openings along the body of the
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- “character, hooks integral with said letter

10

and adjacent - certain of said openings,

steadying feet integral with the character
and adjacent other openings ‘therein, and
means to illuminate the letter, as set forth.

3. In an illuminated sign, the combination
of a sign body, a character shaded upon one
side of each element thereof, a reflector for
said character placed on-the opposite side
of the character from the shading thereof,

. means to secure said character at a short dis-

987,070

tance  from the bsign body, and means to

illuminate the character.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand this 17th day of December A. D.
1909, in the presence of the two subscribed
witnesses. - '

JOSEPH HOTCHNER.

Witnesses: - S
Roswrrr P. Rocers,
Smxey Horcu~er.

CdpieS'of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
S ‘Washington, D. ¢.”




