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SAFETY-ENVELOPE.

Specitication forming part of Letters Patent No. 25,590, dated September 27, 1859,

To all whom & may concern:

Be it known that I, W. 8. STETSON, of Bal-
timore, in the county of Baltimore and State
Maryland, have invented an Improvement in
Safety-Envelopes; and T dohereby declarethat
the following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the principle or character which dis-

- tinguishes it from all other things before

known, and of the usual manner of making,
modifying, and using the same.

My invention consists in amode of prevent—
ing the opening of sealed envelopes by the ap-
plieation of moisture, described as follows:

It is well known that envelopes which are
sealed by the moistening ofsome adhesive mate-
rial applied to them are readily opened by the
application of moisture over the sealed part,
and this is usually accomplished by laying
upon that part a moistened cloth or paper.
To prevent the opening of sealed envelopes in
this way, I water-proof that part of the envel-
ope which is to be covered with adhesive ma-
terial, and apply this material to the surface

| of the waterproofing material. The envelope

is sealed by the usual modes of moistening,
and cannot be unsealed by the external applica-
tion of moisture, as it will not penetrate the
waterproofing material through to the adhe-
sive material. Varnish of shellac dissolved
in alcohal answers well for the waterproofing
material, though many others may be used
with success. The adhesive material may be -
of such kinds as are soluble in water, and well
known for such purposes. Envelopes thus
prepared I denominate ‘‘safety-envelopes.”’

_What I claim as my invention is—

The mode of giving security to letter and
other envelopes, substantially as hereinabove
set forth, the same consisting in waterproof-
ing that 1wrt of the envelope nupon which the
adheswe material is applied.

W. 8. STETSON.

Witnesses:
Samr. L. K1vgG,
Davip KNOX.




