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To all whom it may concern : T

Be it.known that I, RicHARD H, TRESTED,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Greenville, in the county of Hudson and Stale
of New Jersey, have invented new and usefal
Improvements in Hats or other Head-Cover-
ings, of which the following is a specification.

My invention has reference to an improved

bat for ladies’, children’s, and men’s use,which-

is made from a light sheet of metal ‘with a
woven fabric or its equivatenit as a support.
This invention is illustrated in the.aceom-
panying drawings, in which Figure 1 repre-
sents a perspective view of a hat embodying
my mvention. Fig. 2 represelits a section of
the hat, showing the metal and the supporton
a larger scale than the previous figare.
- Similar letters indicate corresponding parts.
In carrying out my invention I take a piece

of woven fabric made from cotton, wool, or any |
other substance—snch as leather or paper—

and I treat this fabrie with a solution of shel-
lac or any other suitable stiffeming material

which bhas the effect of retaining the hat in

shape. I then cut a piece of the fabric the
size required for a hat and press theé sawe into
any desired shape by means of suitable heated

dies in ‘the same manner as usually doue by

the manutacturers of bat and bonnet trames.
LI'then take a piece of thin-rolled sheet metal
and cover the hat or bonuet frame by sticking
the metal-totiieirat-or bounet trame, - I then
subject the hat or bonnet to a heated die. The
die can be engraved any pattern wanted to
emboss the fuce of the metal, either in imita-
tion of straw, fine chip, leghorn, or other braid.

To accomplish the embossing, I employ a
powerful embossing, hydraulie, or screw-die
press. - The die should co-operate with a coun-
ter-die of rubber to fit the same.

The.- great advantages of my hat are that it

-can be made very light by having the metal
for the facing rolled very thin, the support for
the metal will prevent it from getting out of
shape, and- at the same time the hat is suff-
ciently pliable tobend withount breaking. Thus
a firm, light, €lastic, and- water-proof hat is
produced, capable of being cleansed by wash-
ing without injury to the structure or diminish-
ing its novel and distinguishing qualities,

By the use of the metal face the hatcan be col-
ored or printed withany water-proof eolorin gs,
and will retain the gloss, so muoch desired for
hats forladies’, children’s, and men’s use, since
the metal will not absorb the coloring-matter
like a fabric or straw braid.

- By the use of colored metals a good imita-
tion of a silver or gold hat can be prodacwd.

The hat can be lined ‘ou the inside of the
fabric or support with thin wmetal before it is
embossed, or it can. be lined after it is em-
bo~sed with any desired lining of silk or other
waterial to suit the faney of the milliner.

In the accompanying drawings, the letter A
designates the metal facing, and B is the sup-
port. _ - : :

I do not claim a hat made of an embossed
fabrie, as such is not new; but

- What I claim as new, and desire tosecare by
Letters Patent, is—

A head-covering made of a flexible metal
facing and a support of a textile material, pa-
per, leather, or other equivalent substance,
substantially as herein shown and described.

“In testimony whereof I have hereanto set my
haund and seal in the presence of two subserib-
ing witnesses. :

RICHARD H. TRESTED., [L. 8.]

Witnesses: :

W. HAUFF,
CHAS. WAHLERS.
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