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BoxNo.II  Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This intemnational search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. D Claims Nos._:

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. D Claims Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3 E] Claims Mos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. Il Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
—-See Extra Sheei--

1. I:I As all required additional scarch fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2 D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifving additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
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3. EI As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4, }X{ No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
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D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
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This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventians which are nat so linked as to form a single general inventive
concapt under PCT Rule 13.1. In order for all inventions to be eéxamined, the appropriate additional examination fees must be paid.

Group |: ddaims 1-11 directed to a fonmulation for coating a fibrous web, comprising:

an emulsion capable of deposition on the fibrous web (col 3, In 70 to col 4, In 3), the emulsion comprising an
aqueous continuous phase and a discontinuous internal phase comprising a surface modifying

agent {col 7, In 28-35).

Group (I: claims 12- 16 directed to a method for madifying the surface of fibers in a fibrous web, comprising:

providing a plurality of fibers capable of being arranged in a fibrous web,

coating the plurality of ibers with an emulsion comprising a continuous aqueous phasa and a discontinuous phase comprising a surface-
muodifying agant, wherein the surface-modifying agent comprises a polymaeric system capable of dapositing a polymer on a fiber surfacs,
amranging the plurality of fibers to form the fibrous web before, during, of after the step of coating the fibers,

evaporating the confinuous aqueous phase of the emulsion,

coalescing the discontinuous phase to form an even coating disposed on the fiber surface of the pluralily of fibers, and

engaging the polymeric gystem to deposit the polymer on the fiber surface of tha plurality of fibers, theraby modifying the fiber surfaca.

The k tions listed as Groups I-H do not ralate 1o a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because under PCT Rule
13.2 they lack the sama or coresponding technical features for the following reasons:

Group | does not include the surface-modifying agent comprises 8 polymeric system capable of depositing a polymer on a fiber surface,
arranging the plurality of fibers to form the fibrous web befors, during, or afler the step of goaling the fibers, evaporating the continuous
agquecus phasa of the emulsion, coalescing the discontinuous phase to form an even coating disposed on tha fiber surface of the
plurality of fibars, and engaging tha polymeric systern to depaosit the polymer on the fiber surface of the plurality of fibars, thereby
modifying the fiber surface of group |1,

The common feature of groups | and Il is taught by US 2,855,374 A (Hermann et al.) of a farmulation for coating a fibrous web,
comprising: an emulsion capable of deposition on the fibrous web (ool 3, In 70 to 6ol 4, In 3), the emulsion comprising an aqueous
continuous phase and a discontinuous internal phase comprising a surface modifying

agent (col 7, In 28-35); therefore the common feature is not an improveman over tha prior art.

Nona of these technical features are common to the other groups, nor do they correspond to a spedal technical feature in the other
groups. Therefors, unity of invantion is lacking.
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