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United States Patent Office 3,237,827 
Patented Mar. 1, 1966 

1. 

3,237,827 
FLEXBLE WEB DSPENSER 

Joseph Di Domenico and Frank Mellion, Providence, 
R.I., assignors to Jo-Dee Corp., Warwick, R.E., a corpo 
ration of Rhode island 

Filed Oct. 2, 1964, Ser. No. 403,160 
9 Claims. (C. 225-42) 

The present invention relates to a device for dispensing 
a flexible web. More particularly, the present invention 
relates to a flexible web dispenser that includes an enclosed 
container in which a roll on which the web is wound is 
located, the container being received in mounting brackets 
in the dispensing position thereof, but being readily re 
movable from the mounting brackets for replacement or 
insertion of a roll therein as required. 
The present invention has particular application in the 

dispensing of a flexible web in predetermined sheets and 
is contemplated for use in the home or wherever dispens 
ing of web materials such as waxed paper, aluminum 
foil, plastic wrapping, or the like is required. The dis 
pensing device of the present invention includes a con 
tainer that is defined by a pair of complementary sections 
that are hingedly joined along a longitudinal edge thereof. 
The edges of the sections opposite to the hinged edges 
thereof define a slot through which the web of material 
extends for the dispensing thereof. In order to mount 
the container in position, a pair of mounting brackets 
are provided, each of which is formed with a non-circular 
opening therein. The container sections are formed with 
extensions on the end walls thereof, the adjacent exten 
sions formed on each section end wall cooperating to de 
fine non-circular projections that are received within the 
non-circular openings in the brackets. Since a part of 
each projection is joined to the end wall of a section, 
the container is mounted between the brackets in closed 
position wherein the sections thereof are located in inter 
locked relation. 
The web dispenser of the present invention further in 

cludes an outwardly extending shelf on which a serrated 
edge is formed, the serrated edge defining a cutting edge 
for severing the web in sheets of predetermined lengths 
as it is dispensed from the container. In order to properly 
position the web for the severing thereof, a guide strip is 
joined to the shelf adjacent to the dispensing slot and 
guides the web from the slot over the serrated edge. The 
guide strip thus cooperates with the serrated edge to en 
able the person removing the web from the dispensing 
device to easily sever the web to the required length. 

It is therefore an object of the present invention to pro 
vide a device for dispensing a flexible web that includes 
an enclosed container that is mounted in position between 
spaced brackets, the brackets cooperating to mount the 
container in a closed position for retaining the web in 
rolled form therein. 

Still another object is to provide a web dispenser that 
includes a pair of complementary sections that are hinged 
ly connected together to define a container for a roll on 
which the web is wound. 

Still another object is to provide a web dispenser that 
includes a container defined by complementary sections, 
the Sections being formed with extensions that cooperate 
to define non-circular projections that interfit in non-cir 
cular openings formed in mounting brackets. 

Still another object is to provide a dispensing device for 
a flexible web that includes means for severing the web 
as it is dispensed from the container therefor, and that 
further includes means for positioning the web during the 
severing operation. 

Other objects, features and advantages of the invention 
will become apparent as the description thereof proceeds 
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when considered in connection with the accompanying 
illustrative drawings. 

In the drawings which illustrate the best mode presently 
contemplated for carrying out the present invention: 

FIG. 1 is a top plan view of the dispensing device em 
bodied in the present invention showing one position 
of the use thereof; 

FIG. 2 is a front elevational view of the web dispensing 
device illustrated in FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is a side eelvational view of the dispensing 
device; 

FIG. 4 is a sectional view taken along lines 4-4 in 
FIG. 2, one of the sections of the container of the device 
being shown in dotted lines in the open position thereof; 
and 

FIG. 5 is a sectional view taken along lines 5-5 but 
showing only a fragment of the container illustrated. 

Referring now to the drawings, the dispensing device 
embodied in the present invention is illustrated and is gen 
erally indicated at 10. As will be described, the dispens 
ing device 10 is shown mounted in a particular position 
for use; however it will be understood that the dispensing 
device may be mounted in various ways, the position of 
mounting depending upon the manner of use thereof. It 
is further contemplated that the materials from which 
the dispensing device 10 is fabricated may be of a trans 
parent plastic or of a plastic material provided with a 
suitable pigment that adds ornamentation to the device. 
As illustrated in the drawings, the materials are indicated 
as being of a plastic material, although the transparency 
thereof is not so indicated. - 

For purposes of the description of the invention as 
illustrated in the drawing, the dispensing device - 10 is 
mounted on a mounting plate 12 that is disposed in a 
generally vertical position. The mounting plate 12 is 
provided with spaced slots that are located at the lower 
most ends thereof and adjacent the side edges thereof, the 
spaced slots interfitting with similar slots formed in spaced 
apart feet 14. The feet 14 thus cooperate with the ver 
tical mounting plate 2 to locate the dispensing device 10 
in a position of use as will now be described. 

Fixed to the mounting plate 2 are a pair of spaced 
brackets 6 each of which is formed with an inturned 
flange 18. The flanges 18 abut the adjacent surface of the 
mounting plate 12 and are secured thereto by suitable 
bolts or the like. Formed in each of mounting brackets 
16 is an opening 20 that is non-circular in configuration, 
this configuration being square as illustrated, although 
it is understood that other non-circular shapes may be 
utilized. Mounted in the brackets 16 and located there 
between is a holder or container generally indicated at 22 
that is adapted to contain therein a roll of flexible web 
material. As seen in FIG. 4, the container 22 is defined 
by complementary sections 24 and 26 that in interfitted 
relation define a closed cylinder of hexagonal configura 
tion when viewed in cross section. The sections 24 and 
26 are substantially identically formed, each including 
three equal sides and cooperating with the other section 
to form the hexagonal shaped cylinder. Since the sec 
tions 24 and 26 must necessarily be movable to an open 
position for the depositing or replacing of a roll of web 
material therein, the longitudinal edge thereof located 
adjacent to the mounting plate 12 are joined to a plurality 
of hinges indicated at 28. By providing the hinge axis 
of the container in the manner as illustrated, the section 
24 may be pivotally moved to the position as illustrated 
in dotted lines in FIG. 4 for replacing a roll of web mate 
rial therein, such roll being indicated at 30 in FIG. 4. It 
is understood, of course, that the hinge members 28 are 
only illustrative of hinge means that may be attached to 
the sections 24 and 26; other types of hinge members be 
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ing capable of use with the container without departing 
from the spirit or scope of the invention. 

It is noted that the configuration of the container 22 
as defined by the complementary sections 24 and 26 is 
such as to receive the roll 30 therein with sufficient room 
to provide for rotation of the roll during the dispensing 
of the web material therefrom. It has been found that 
the hexagonal configuration of the container 22, as illus 
trated, is the most practical configuration since sufficient 
surface area is provided against which the roll 30 engages 
as it rotates during the dispensing of the web therefrom. 
In order to remove the web material from the container 
22, the adjacent edges of the sections 24 and 26 that are 
opposite to the hinge axis are formed with cut out por 
tions 32 and 34, as seen in FIG. 2, to define a dispensing 
slot 36. As will be further described hereinafter, addi 
tional means are provided for guiding the web outwardly 
of the container 22 for the severing of the web during 
the dispensing operation. 
When the container 22 is located in the dispensing 

position thereof, the sections 24 and 26 must necessarily 
be closed and locked together. For this purpose, the 
container is provided with end projections that have a 
configuration generally corresponding to the configuration 
of the openings 20 formed in the mounting brackets 16. 
Referring to FIGS. 3, 4 and 5, both ends of the container 
sections 24 and 26 are shown including end walls 38 and 
40 respectively. Joined to the end walls 38 of the section 
24 are extensions 42 while similar extensions 44 are joined 
to the end walls 40 of the section 26. The extensions 42 
and 44 are located at the abutting edges of the end walls 
38 and 40. Thus, when the sections 24 and 26 are dis 
posed in the closed position thereof, the extensions 42 
and 44 are located in abutting relation and define pro 
jections that extend outwardly of the end walls of the 
container. These projections as defined by extensions 42 
and 44, as previously described, have a configuration that 
corresponds to the configuration of the openings 20 
formed in the mounting brackets 16. Hence, the con 
tainer 22 may be easily mounted in position between the 
brackets 16 by inserting the projections formed by the 
extensions 42 and 44 into the openings 20. The brackets 
16 are spaced apart such that they will be disposed in 
close fitting relation with respect to the end walls of the 
container 22 when the container 22 is mounted therebe 
tween. Therefore, one or both of the brackets 16 may 
be sprung outwardly to enable the container 22 to be 
interfitted between the brackets, the brackets then being 
released for snapping to the locked position thereof, 
wherein the projections interfit in the openings 20. Re 
ferring to FIG. 1, the technique of the mounting of the 
container 22 is illustrated by the location of the brackets 
16 in dotted lines. Thus as described, when the container 
22 is to be mounted between the brackets 16, the brackets 
are sprung outwardly to receive the container 22 there 
between. It is understood that once the container 22 is 
located in the mounted position thereof and the projec 
tions defined by the extensions 42 and 44 are disposed 
in the openings 20, the sections 24 and 26 will be located 
in locked position, thereby securing the roll 30 within 
the container 22. Relative movement of the container 22 
with respect to the brackets 16 is also prevented because 
of the interfitting of the non-circular projections into the 
similarly formed non-circular openings 20. 

In order to properly dispense the web material wound 
on the roll 30, a shelf 46 is provided and extends out 
wardly of the section 26 and adjacent to the slot 36. 
The shelf 46 extends substantially the length of the con 
tainer 22 and is supported in position by a plurality of 
triangular web sections 48 that are also joined to the sec 
tion 26. Formed on the outermost edge of the shelf 46 
are a plurality of serartions 50 that define a cutting edge 
for severing the web when a shearing force is applied 
thereto, As further shown in FIG, 4, a guide strip 52 
is joined to the shelf 46 and extends in perpendicular 
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4. 
relation with respect thereto so as to guide the web toward 
the serrated edge 50 at the proper angle for serrating the 
web. It is seen that the web may be dispensed from the 
container 22 by exerting a pulling action thereon. So as 
to obtain the required length of material needed. The 
web may then be forced over the serrated edge 50 and 
a shearing force applied thereto to cut the web as re 
quired. When it is necessary to replace the roll 30 after 
the complete dispensing of the web material therefrom, 
the container 22 is removed from the mounted position 
thereof by springing the brackets 16 outwardly so as 
to release the projections from the openings 20 therein. 
The sections 24 and 26 may then be parted or hingedly 
moved to an open position to expose the roll 30 for the 
removal thereof from the container. 

It is understood that the mounting plate 12 may be 
eliminated if so desired and the mounting brackets 16 
secured to the underside of a horizontal plate such as 
the bottom shelf of a kitchen cabinet. This positioning 
of the brackets 16 would place the dispensing device such 
that the shelf 46 would extend in a vertical direction. 
However, the web would still be removed from the con 
tainer through the slot 36 in the manner as just described, 
and severed on the serrations 50 of the shelf 46 as 
required. 
While there is shown and described herein certain 

specific structure embodying the invention, it will be 
manifest to those skilled in the art that various modifica 
tions and rearrangements of the parts may be made with 
out departing from the spirit and scope of the underlying 
inventive concept, and that the same is not limited to the 
particular forms herein shown and described, except, 
insofar as indicated by the scope of the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. In a device for dispensing a flexible web, a base, a 

pair of mounting brackets joined to said base in spaced 
apart relation thereon, said brackets having non-circular 
openings formed therein, and a container secured between 
said brackets for retaining a roll of the flexible web to be 
dispensed, said container including a pair of comple 
mentary sections that are hingedly connected together to 
define an enclosed chamber therebetween in which said 
rol is received, the edges of said sections opposite to the 
hinge axis thereof being separated to define a slot through 
which the web extends for the dispensing thereof, the 
end walls of each of said sections having extensions 
formed thereon that cooperate to define non-circular pro 
jections having a configuration similar to said non 
circular openings, said projections extending into said 
non-circular openings for securing said sections together 
and for mounting said container on said brackets in non 
rotating relation. 

2. In a device for dispensing a flexible web, a container 
for a roll on which the web is wound, said container in 
cluding a pair of elongated sections that are hingedly 
joined together along an adjoining elongated edge there 
of, and that cooperate to define an enclosure for said roll, 
the edges of said sections that are opposite to the hinge 
axis thereof being separated to define a slot through 
which the web extends for the dispensing thereof, said 
Sections being formed with abutting end walls to which 
extensions are joined, the extensions at each end of said 
container cooperating to define a non-circular projection, 
and brackets for mounting said container in a dispensing 
position, each of said brackets having a non-circular open 
ing formed therein into which a projection extends for 
mounting said container on said brackets and for locking 
Said Sections in the closed position thereof. 

3. In a device for dispensing a flexible web from a rol), 
a housing for receiving said roll therein, said housing 
being defined by complementary sections that are hinged 
along longitudinal edges thereof and that are located in 
edge-to-edge abutting relation, said sections including 
end Walls to which extensions are joined, the extensions 
cooperating to define non-circular projections, and brack 
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ets between which said housing is mounted, said brackets 
having non-circular openings formed therein through 
which the non-circular projections extend for mounting 
Said housing in position and for locking the sections of 
the housing together in the closed position thereof. 

4. In a device for dispensing a flexible web from a roll, 
an elongated, enclosed container for receiving said roll 
therein, said container including a pair of complementary 
Sections that are hingedly connected along one longitu 
dinal edge and that define a slot on the other longitudinal 
edge opposed to the hinged edge and through which said 
web extends, said sections including end walls to which 
extensions are joined that define mounting elements for 
said container, and mounting brackets between which 
said container is mounted and including means for re 
ceiving said mounting elements therein, wherein said con 
tainer is mounted in fixed closed position with the sec 
tions thereof being disposed in interlocked relation. 

5. In a device as set forth in claim 4, the extension on 
the end wall of each section cooperating with an adjacent 
extension to define a non-circular projection therewith, 
each of said brackets having a non-circular opening 
formed therein that receives a projection therein, where 
in said sections are located in interlocked relation in 
Said brackets. 

6. In a device as set forth in claim 5, a shelf joined to 
one of Said sections adjacent to said slot and extending 
substantially the length of said container, the outermost 
edge of said shelf being serrated to define a cutting edge 
for severing the web in predetermined lengths as it is 
dispensed from said container. 

7. In a device as set forth in claim 6, a guide strip 
joined to said shelf and extending in perpendicular rela 
tion with respect thereto, said guide strip being located 
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adjacent to said slot for guiding the web as it is removed 
from the container to the serrated edge of said shelf, 
wherein the web is properly positioned for severing by 
Said serrated edge when a shearing force is applied 
thereto. 

8. In a device for dispensing a flexible web from a roll, 
an elongated container for receiving said roll therein, 
said container including a pair of complementary sec 
tions that interengage to define an enclosure for said roll, 
a slot being formed in said container through which said 
Web extends for the dispensing thereof, said sections in 
cluding end walls to which extensions are joined that 
define mounting elements for said container, and mount 
ing brackets between which said container is mounted and 
including means for receiving said mounting elements 
therein, said receiving means being defined by non 
circular openings that have a configuration similar to 
the cross-sectional configuration of said mounting ele 
ments, wherein said container is mounted in fixed closed 
position, the sections thereof being disposed in interlocked 
relation. 

9. In a device as set forth in claim 8, a shelf joined to 
one of said sections adjacent to said slot and extending 
Substantially the length of said container, the outermost 
edge of said shelf being serrated to define a cutting edge, 
and a guide strip joined to said shelf and being located 
adjacent to said slot for guiding the web as it is removed 
from the container to the serrated edge of said shelf, 
wherein the web is properly positioned for severing by 
Said Serrated edge into predetermined lengths when a 
shearing force is applied thereto. 

No references cited. 

WILLIAM W.DYER, JR., Primary Examiner. 


