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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

JAMES R. BAKER, OF KENDALLVILLE, INDIANA.

ADJUSTABLE TABLE.
SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 533,697, dated February 5,1885.
Application filed Pebrnary 19,1894, Serial No, 500,751, (Wo model;

" To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, JAMES R. BAKER, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Kendall-
ville, in the county of Noble and State of In-
diana, have invented a new and useful Ad-
justable Table, of which the following is a
specification. ‘

The invention relates to improvements in
adjustable tables.

The object of the present invention is to
provide for sick rooms, hospitals and thelike,
an adjustable table, adapted to have its top
readilyarranged at the desired elevation, and
capable of being readily swung around to
bring its top over a bed or cot within easy
reach of the occupant, and also capable of
having its top readily tilted at either side for
the purpose of supporting a book in conven-
ient position for use, whetherthe reader be in
a sitting or reclining position. .

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide simple and effective means for support-
ing a book upon the top of a table when the
latter is in an inclined position, and for free-
ing or clearing the table of such devices when
it is desired to use the table for other pur-
Jposes. ‘

The invention consists in the construction
and novel combination and arrangement of
parts hereinafter fully described, illustrated

‘in the accompanying drawings and pointed

out in the claims hereto appended.

In the drawings—Figure 1 is a perspective
view of an adjustable and portable table con-
structed in accordance with this invention,
and arranged to form a book-support. Fig. 2
is a similar view, the top being in a horizontal
position and being extended or moved out-
ward longitudinally. Trig. 8isa reverse plan
view of the top of the table and its support-
ing arm. Fig. 4 is a detail perspective view
of one of the book stops.

Like numerals of reference indieate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures of the draw-
ings. .

1 designates a vertical tubular standard ris-
ing from one end of a T-shaped base 2, which
consists of a horizontally disposed bar 3 and
a cross-bar 4, both constructed of tubular

-metal, preferably; but, the base and the stand-

ard may, if desired, be construeted of any
other snitable material. The horizontal bar

3 extends longitudinally of the top 5 of the
table. Thestandard isarranged at the inner
end of the longitudinal bar 5 and the eross-
bar at the outer end thereof; and the ends of
the longitudinal bar are secured to the adja-
cent parts by T-shaped couplings 6 and 7.
The outer transverse bar 4 may consist of two
gections or pieces threaded into the T-shaped
coupling, and it is provided at its outer end
with downwardly extending or turned elbow
couplings 8; and casters 9 are arranged be-
neath the lower end of the standard and the
ends of the cross-bar 4. The stems or shanks
of the casters are fitted in the adjacent coup-
lings which form convenient sockets for the
same; and the caster below the standard is
adapted to form a convenient pivot on which
the table may be readily turned to change the
position of the top.

The top of the tableis provided with trans-

verse cleats 10 and 11, which are provided:

with bearing openings receiving a horizontal

arm 12; and the latter is adjustably con- ;

nected with the standard by a Greek-cross

.shaped coupling 13, the vertical portion of

which receives and slides on the standard,
and the horizontal arms of which form a
socket for the supporting arm 12 and for a
set serew 14. The top supporting arm is pref-
erably tubular; and the set-serew is mounted
in a threaded opening of a plug 15, which is
fitted in the outer horizontal portion of the
socket 18, and which enables the screw to
clamp securely the standard. The openings
of the transverse cleats 10 and 11 loosely re-
ceive the tubular supporting arm. The table
top is capable of horizontal movement on the
supporting arm, which is provided atits outer
end with a key 16, forming a stop; and the
top of the tableis also capable of being tilted
from either side of ‘the supporting arm to
form a book rest or support. The top of the
tableis secured atthe desired adjustment by
a clamp consisting of an eye-bolt 17, and a
thumb nut 18. The eye bolt receives the sup-
porting arm and has its shank extending
downward through an opening of a plate 19
that is supported by the adjacent cleat 10 and
by a block 20, arranged parallel with the
cleat. By screwing the nut on the threaded
shank of the eye-bolt the latter is caused to
clamp the supporting arm sufficiently to hold
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the top of the table securely at any desired
adjustment. - A washeér is interposed between
the thumb nut and the plate to strengthen
the construction.

The space between the top of the table and
the base permits the top of the table to be ar-
ranged over a bed ot cot, the base extending
beneath the latter with the standard close to
one side thereof. When: the table top is in
an inclined position for forming a book sup-
port or rest a book is held thereon by a fold-
ing stop or rest 22, arranged at each side of
the table; and adapted when not in use to
swing beneath the same in order to be outof
the way.  Eachstop is substantially L shaped
inside elevation and consists of arectangular
frame construected of wire or other suitable
material and having its sides 23 hinged at
their inner ends by staples 24 or.other suit-
able means tothe lower face of the top of the
table. The outer portion of each rectangu-
lar frame is bent at right-angles to form an
upward projecting portion 25 when the sides
of the frame are in‘a horizontal position for
use, which portion projects above the upper
face of the top of the table to prevent a book
sliding off the same. ~Corresponding sides of
the stops 22 are provided at their inner ends
with inwardly extending L-shaped portions
26 forming ecrank arms; which are engaged by
the ends of a transverse spring 27, whereby
théstopsareheld intheiroperative andfolded
positions. Thetransverse springis provided
intermediate of its ends,; which are free, with
anangularbend, which is secured to the lower
face of thetop of thetable.  The free ends of
the spring engage the erank arms and tend
toforce them flat against the top of the table.

It will be seen that the table is simple and
comparatively inexpensive in construction,
that it is portable and adjustable, that its
top may be readily arranged over a bed or
cot at the desired elevation, either in a hori-
zontal or tilted position, and that a book may
be supported at either side. A

Changes in the form, proportion, and the
minor details of construetion may be resorted
to without departing from the principle or
sacrificing any of the advantages of this in-
vention.

‘What I claim is—

1. The combination with a table having a
tilting top, of a stop or rest substantially L-
shaped in sideelevation and extending trans-
versely of the bottom of the table top and
projecting upward at one edge thereof and
adapted to be swung under the top of the ta-
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ble out of the way, the inner end of the rest
or stop being hinged to the lower face of the

table top to permit such movement, and a 6o

spring bearing against the stop. or rest and
arranged to hold the same in lits operative
and: folded positions, substantially as de-
scribed. ' .

2.-The combination with a table having a
tilting top adapted: to be arranged horizon-
tally and at an inelination, of a stop or rest
substantially L-shaped in side elevation and
consisting of a rectangular frame arranged
against the lower face of the table top and
hinged at the inner ends of its sides to the
lower face of the top, and having its- outer
portion bent upward at right angles and pro-
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jecting above the upper face of the table for

supporting a book orthelike, one of thesides
of the frame being provided at the point of
hinging with a crank . bend 26 located-in the
same plane as the adjacent side of the frame,
and a spring secured to the top of the table
and engaging-the crank bend; and adapted
to hold the rest or supportin its operative po-
sition-and to secure the same when folded,
away, beneath the table top, substantially as
described.

3. The combination of a vertical standard,
a base supporting the same, a horizontal axm
extending from the standard, a table top
mounted on the horizontal arm and adapted
to be arranged in a horizontal or inclined po-
sition, the rests or stops located at opposite
sides of the table top and being substantially
L-shaped in side elevation to- fit against the
lower face of the table top, and to project up-
ward at the side edges- thereof, each stop or
rest consisting of a rectangular frame hinged
at the inner ends of itssides to the lower face
of the table top, and having its outer portion
bent upward at the edge of the table, one of
the sides being provided with an L-shaped
bend 26 forming a crank arm and located in
the same plane as the said side,and a spring
secured intermediate of its endsto the lower
faceof the table top,and common to both stops
or rests and engaging the crank arms thereof,
whereby each stop or rest is retained in either
a folded or operative position, substantially
as deseribed.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

JAMES R. BAKER.

Witnesses:

J. E. BAKER,
C. E. BAKER.
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