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This invention relates to apparatus for fill-
ing bags, sacks, or other containers, with ar-
ticles, such as apples, which bruise readily,
and an object is to provide a simple and ef-

5 ficient apparatus to facilitate the filling of
containers with articles which readily bruise
in such manner that the containers may be
readily and conveniently filled without in-
jury to the articles. )

Further objects and advantages of the in-
vention will hereinafter appear, and for pur-
poses cf illustration, but not of limitation, the
Invention is shown on the accompanying
drawing, in which: :

The figure is a vertical sectional elevation
of an apparatus embodying my invention for
filling containers with articles which may be
easily bruised. - S

The illustrated embodiment of the inven-
20 tion comprises a standard having supporting
legs 1 and a top 2. Connected by a hinge 3
to the front edge of the top 2 is an elongate
cradle 4 provided with relatively narrow sides
5 and an end wall 6, which extends at sub-
stantially right angles to the bottom wall.
The cradle 4 is adapted to receive a container
such as a sack, or carton, or the like, adapted
to receive the material to be packaged. In the
normal position of the cradle it is disposed
30 at the inclined position shown by full lines

on the figure.

The cradle 4 may be swung upwardly to the
position shown in the dotted lines by means
of a treadle 7, which is pivoted at 8 to one of

5 the supporting legs, and connected to the out-
er end portion of the treadle is a cable 9. The
cable 9 passes arcund a sheave 10 and thence
forwardly to another sheave 11, and thence
rearwardly through an opening formed in the

0 rearward end of a bar 12 fastened to the un-

derside of the cradle 4. The cable 9 extends
from the bar 12 upwardly and is fastened at
the end thereof to a front leg 1 of the stand-

ard. L o

It will be apparent that by depressing the
treadle 7 the cradle 4 is swung outwardly to
the dotted lined position shown on the draw-
ing, and when in this position the cradle is
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¥ which is normally disposed in inclined posi-

_the top 8 of the standard.

substantially in alignment with a receiver 18,

1, 1930. Serial No. 492,671,

tion with its forward end inclined downward-
1 . - . I
’yThe receiver 13 is provided with side walls -

14 and a rear wall 15 having a rounded cut-
out portion 16. The forward end of the re- 55
ceiver is open. - The rearward end is provid-

ed with a depending bracket 17, which is piv-
oted to an upstanding bracket 18 mounted on

Extending forwardly from the sides 14 of 0
‘the receiver are opposed extension plates 19,
to which is pivoted a tubular guide 20, which
extends forwardly from the receiver onto’
the-cradled. . - o o

In use, a bag or other container is placed 6
on the cradle 4 with the latter in the full
line position shown on the drawing. - The
receiver 13 is first swung upwardly in order to
move the guide 20 away from the cradle.
“After-the container has been placed on the 70
cradle the receiver 13 is swung downwardly
‘and the guide 20 inserted into the mouth of
the container. In the case of a paper or cloth
‘bag the mouth’ of the latter ig threaded or .~ .
opened to permit insertion of the guide there- 7%
in.  Thereafter, the treadle 7 is depressed-
to swing the cradle into the dotted line posi-
tion shown on the drawing, thereby posi-
tioning the cradle substantially in alignment
with the receiver 13 and providing a gentle 8
angle so that articles discharged into the re-
ceiver may roll by gravity into the container
supported on the cradle. The angle is so
chosen that the articles will roll or slide
from the receiver into the container, but not g
with sufficient force to bruise or damage each .
other when coming into contact. Y »

The operator, by keeping his foot on-the
treadle 7, may readily hold the cradle in the .
desired position until the container is filled. gp -
In practice, especially when filling a large :
bag with apples, or the like, it is found de- .
sirable to lower the cradle after the ‘bag is
about half filled to allow the apples to level -
or settle, and thereafter raise the cradle to g
complete the filling operation. Afterthe con-
tainer is filled the treadle 7 is released to per-
mit the cradle to drop into its lowered posi-
tion, as shown in full lines on the drawing. -

Thereafter, the receiver 18 is swung upward- 108
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ly to remove the guide 20 from the mouth
of the container.

. The rounded cut-out portion 16 in the rear
wall 15 of the receiver enables a basket, bar-
rel, or other container, to’ be conveniently
suppOIted thereon for discharging its con-
tents into the receiver. The walls of the re-
ceiver 13 and cradlc 4 may have suitable

padding 21 further to militate against bruis- |

ing the articles.

It is to be understood -that - mumerous.

changes in details of construction, arrange-

ment and operation may be effected without -
departing from the spirit of the invention,
especially as defined in the appended claims.

What I claim .as new and desire to secure

'by Letters Patent is:
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end portion of said cradle to said support
to enable annular swinging movements of
said cradle in a vertical plane, and means
for swinging the outer end portion of said
cradle until said side wall is substantially in
alignment with the inclined bottom of said
receiver. whereby articles dumped into said
receiver will roll orslide by gravity into a
bag supported on said cradle.

“Tn testimony whereof I have hereunto
s10ned my name to this spec1ﬁcat10n

LEO . DIETSCH.

1. Anapparatus for filling containers com- .

_prlsmﬁ anupright standard, a cradle hmszed— -
1y connected at one-end to the upper portion
*_of said standard, a receiver pivotally mount-
_ed on the upper portlon of said standard with
the front end portion thereof normally in-
clined downwardly, a guide pivoted to the -

front-end of said recelver ademted to-extend -

a-short distance over-said cradle. and means -

Aforswingine said cradle wpwardly substan- ...~

tially inte the plane of said receiver, where-
bv articles in said receiver mav roll-or-slide

therefrom through said guide mfo ‘a-Tecep- -

tacle supported on said cradle. .
. 2. Anapparatus for filling cont ainers com-
Jprising -an upright standard, an- elongate

cradle hinoedly: connected at one end to the .-

wnper portion of said standard, a receiver
pivotally mounted onfthe-nup’per poértion. of
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waid standard with the front .end mortion -

thereof nermally inclined downwardlv, a
tubular guidepivoted to the frontend ofsaid
receiver adapted to extend A short distance

- over said cradle. and:a treadle connected for
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swinging said-eradle upwardly substantially
inte the plane of said receiver, wherebv ar-
ticles in- said receiver mav roll or slide there-
from throuch said cuide into-a receptacle sup-
.ported on said cradle. :

An_ apparatus” for filling containers
comprmncr an upright st‘andard a eradle
hingedly connected at one end to the upper

portion of said standard, a receiver pivotally -

mounted -on: the upper portien of said stand-
ard with the front end portien thereof nor-
mally inclined downwardly, a cuide pivoted
to the front end of said-receiver adapted
to -extend -a short distarice. over said cradle,

" and a treadle accessible from the opposite
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side:of said standard from said cradle con-
nected to swing the latter upwardly substan-
tially into the plane of said receiver. |

4. A bag fillmg apparatus .comprising

' support a receiver mounted on said support

and having.a downwardly and forwaidly in-
chned bottom, a bag supporting cradle hav-
ing a side wall normally disposed in vertical

% pos;tlon, pivotal means qonnectmtr the inner
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