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(54) Title: HEATER ASSEMBLY FOR SUTURE WELDER
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(57) Abstract: Disclosed is a heater device for thermally welding suture strands, including: a substrate extending from a first end
to a second end along a substrate axis, and having a substantially planar heater support surface; a joinder layer disposed on the heater
support surface; a heater element extending from a first end to a second end along a heater axis thereof and disposed on the joinder
layer, the heater element being a layer and being coupled to the support surface by the joinder layer; an electrical interface including
a first electrically conductive element coupled to the first end of the heater element, and a second electrically conductive element
coupled to the second end of the heater element. In some embodiments, the heater element is elongated along the heater axis.
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Group I, claims 1-24, drawn to comprising a substrate, a joinder layer, a heater element on said joinder layer, and an electrical interface
electrically connecting the ends of the heater element with the ends of the substrate
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