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To all, whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, THOMAS S. SHIBE, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Bala, in 
the county of Montgomery and State of Penn 
Sylvania, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in Foot-Balls; and I do de 
clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex 
act description of the invention, such as will 
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap 
pertains to make and use the same, reference 
being had to the accompanying drawings, and 
to the letters of reference marked thereon, 
Which form a part of this specification. 
My invention relates to inflated footballs 

that are provlded with an outside cover; and 
the object of my improvement is to construct 
the cover and arrange the parts of the in 
flated ball in such a manner that the outside 
leather cover will present a smooth and even 
Surface and have thereon no humps or ex 
posed lacings that might scar or otherwise in 
jure the faces of the players. To accomplish 
the desired result, I provide means for tuck 
ing the air tube or neck of the rubber blad 
der, Snugly under the leather cover, after the 
ball has been inflated and so construct the 
Vent part or lacing flaps that they can be laced 
together without any portion of the lacing 
cord being exposed on the outer surface of 
the cover. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 
a plan view of that part of the ball contain 
ing the Vent or lacing flaps. Fig. 2 is a plan 
view of the lacing flaps with the leather cover 
removed from over the lacing. Fig. 3 is a 
plan view of one of the lacing flaps before it 
has the edge looped or doubled under and 
fastened back upon the other part of the 
COver. Fig. 4 is a plan view of a modified 
form of the lacing flap, with the cover re 
moved from the lacing. Fig. 5 is a cross sec 
tional view of the flap shown in Fig. 4. Fig. 
6 is a vertical section through the middle of 
the ball showing the tube through which the 
inside bladder is inflated, tied and ready to 
be pulled under the leather cover. Fig. 7 is 
a sectional view of the ball showing the air 
tube pulled down in position to allow the out 
side leather cover to be laced up. Fig. 8 is a 

so sectional view showing the air tube pulled 

down into place and the vent in the outside 
cover laced up and the ball ready for use. 
A, is the inside rubber bladder which is of 

the usual construction. 
a, is the air tube forming the neck of the 

bladder. s 

B, is the outside leather cover. 
A, A, are the two parts of the leather 

cover, forming the vent or lacing flaps. 
a', a, are the looped or doubled under parts 

of the flaps A and A, that form the loops 
through which the lacing cord passes. 

b', b, are two rows of lacing holes, one row 
in the edge of each of the lacing flaps A, 
and A. 

c' and c, are two rows of holes on the out 
side of the lacing flaps A and A. Through 
these holes the free ends of the vent lacing 
cord d, are passed so as to easily get from one 
of the lacing holes b' or b, to the next ad 
joining lacing hole, when lacing up the flaps 
A' and A, to close the vent in the cover. 

b, is a leather loop sewed on the under side 
of the flap A°. 

c, is a cord passing through the loop b, and 
having one end thereof free and the other 
end secured in the doubled over part of the 
tube or necka, of the rubber bladder A. See 
Fig. 6. 

B', is a leather flap, loose at one edge there 
of and having the opposite edge sewed to the 
outside cover B, under the lacing flap A'. 
This flap is provided with a circular opening 
through which the air tube a, passes. 
The ball and cover being constructed as 

shown, the cord c, is first passed through the 
loop b, after which the rubber bladder is in 
flated as tightly as desired and the air tube a, 
doubled over and tied with a string to pre 
vent the escape of the air. (See Fig. 6.) One 
end of the cord c, is passed through the loop 
in the air tube a, and securely tied therein. 
The free end of the cord is then drawn out 
until the air tube or neck a, of the bladder is 
in position shown in Fig. 7. The lacing cord 
d, is then laced in the flaps A and A, pass 
ing through the loops or openings in the abut 
ting edges of said flaps in the position shown 
in Fig. 2. After the edges of flaps A and A, 
have been laced up and drawn together, the 
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lacing cord, d, is tied in a secure knot at k, 
and the free ends thereof passed up through 
the holes c' and c, and afterward cut off close 
to the cover in the manner shown in Fig. 1. 
After the flapsA' and A', are drawn together 
the cord c, is also cut off close to the cover. 
When properly laced up, the ball will pre 

sent the appearance shown in Fig. 1, with the 
edges of the flaps drawn close together and 
nothing outside of the cover to injure the face 
of the player. 

Instead of forming the lacing loops for the 
vent flaps by looping or doubling under the 
edges of the leather cover, the said loops may 
be formed by stitching reinforcing pieces un 
der the flaps A and A', and joining the edges 
of the said reinforcing strips to the edges of 
the vent flaps by a row of stitches, leaving 
openings, at regular intervals, through which 
the lacing cord d, can be passed in and out, 
when lacing up the vent. When constructed 
in this way it will be desirable to have stitched 
between the reinforcing strips and the out 
side of the cover, small semicircular pieces of 
leather around which the lacing cord passes, 
in the manner shown in Fig. 4. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new is 
1. A cover for footballs having vent lacing 

loops formed therein, by making the vent por 
tion of the cover of two thicknesses of mate 
rial joined together along the edges thereof 
and provided at intervals in the abutting 
edges with openings through which the lac 
ing cord can pass from one lacing flap to the 
other, substantially as shown. 

2. A cover for footballs having lacing loops 
formed by looping the ends of the lacing flaps 
and at intervals in the abutting edges of said 
lacing flap providing openings for the lacing 
cord to pass in and out, substantially as shown 
and described. 

3. A cover for footballs having the vent lac 
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ing flaps A and A', provided with the looped 
parts a , a, and having therein the lacing 45 
holes l' and b, substantially as shown. 

4. In a cover for footballs the vent lacing 
flaps A, A, having the looped parts a, a, 
and the lacing holes band b', in combination 
with a lacing cord d, passing through the 
loops formed in the flaps, substantially as 
shown and described. 

5. In a cover for footballs the vent lacing 
flaps A, A, having the looped parts a , a, 
the lacing holes b' and b, and holes c', c, on 
the top of the cover, in combination with the 
lacing cord d, passing through the loops 
formed in the flaps, substantially as shown. 

6. A cover for footballs having the lacing 
flaps A and A, provided on the under side 
thereof with reinforcing strips, said reinforc 
ing strips and the flaps A and A', being sewed 
together at the edges thereof and at intervals 
along said edges provided with openings to 
allow the lacing cord to pass in and out from 
one lacing flap to the other, substantially as 
shown. - 

7. A cover for footballs having the vent lac 
ing flaps A and A, said flaps being provided 
on the under side thereof with reinforcing 
strips and between the flaps and the said re 
inforcing strips having secured at intervals a 
number of small pieces of leather around 
which the vent lacing cord may pass, sub 
stantially as shown. 

8. A foot ball cover having secured on the 
under side of one of the lacing flaps, the loop 
b, through which a cord may be passed for 
the purpose of drawing the neck of the blad 
der under said flap, substantially as shown. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

THOMAS S. SHIBE. 
Witnesses: 

THOS. D. MOWLDS, 
SAML. H. KIRKPATRICK. 

  


