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fo (ill whon, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM. S. THOMA 

soN, a citizen of the United States, residing 
at Norfolk, in the county of Norfolk and 
State of Virginia, have invented certain 
new and useful improvements in Knock 
down Pedestai Tables, of which the follow 
ing is a specification, reference being had to 
the accompanying drawings. 
This invention relates to tables, and par 

ticularly to what are known as pedestal 
tables such as are used in restaurants and 
hotels for banquets and the like, the table 
being a knockdown table formed of sections 
so that the tables may be compactly stacked 
when not in use. 
The general object of the present inven 

tion is to pi'ovide means whereby the two 
end portions of the table supporting frame 
may be readily connected to each or as read 
ily disconnected. 
A further object of the invention is to 

provide means of this character so designed 
that when the sections are connected and the 
table is in use, there will be no chance of the 
Sections becoming accidentally disconnected 
from each other, and in this connection it 
is an object of the invention to provide end 
frames each including a pair of legs and a 
transverse rail, a panel, and a longitudi 
nally extending connecting rail, the con 
necting rail being detachably engaged 
with the panels of the end frames in such 
manner that when the longitudinal rail or 
brace is oscillated in one direction it will 
become disconnected from one of the end 
frames and when oscillated in the other di 
rection will become disconnected from the 
other end frame, any accidental disconnection 
of this rail or brace being prevented when the 
table is in use by the weight of the table and 
the engagement of the table legs with the 
floor. 
Other objects have to do with the detaiis 

of construction and arrangement of parts 
as will appear more fully hereinafter. 
My invention is illustrated in the accom 

panying drawings, wherein:- 
Figure 1 is a side elevation of a table con 

structed in accordance with my invention: 
Figure 2 is a section on the line 2-2 of 

Figure 1: 
Figure 3 is a section taken on the same 

line as Figure 2 and showing the manner in 

which a Felative tilting of the table end 
frame and the trace oil longitudinal rail 
will sectile the detachment of the rail fron 
the table end: 

Figure 4 is a vertical section through the 
connecting rail and the panei with which 
the rail engages; 

Figure 5 is a perspective view of the op 
posed slotted plates: 

Figure 6 is a front elevation of the stud 
carrying strip which is applied to the longi 
tudinal rail: 

Referring to the drawings, it will be seen 
that the completed table consists of the end 
frames 10 and 11, the longitudinal brace 
12, and the top 13, the end frames or trans 
verse panels 14, and legs .5. These trans 
verse panels 14 are framed by upper and 
lower rails, as shown most clearly in Figure 
4, the panel 14 constituting in effect a rel 
atively wide l'ail connecting the legs i5. 
The face of each panel is recessed, as at 16, 
at two points. One above the other, and over 
the face of the panel or rail 14 is disposed 
a plate it of sheet lanetal or like material 
which is formed of two keyhole slots 18, these 
keyhole slots having their narrow portions 
curved concentrically to a central pivot open 
ing or socket 19 and the narrow portions of 
the slots extend in opposite directions rela 
tive to each other. The longitudinal rail 
or brace 12, as shown most clearly in Fig 
ure 4, has attached to its ends a metallic 
strip 20, this strip being angilal' and being 
held to the end of the rail by means of the 
Screws 21 and being provided with out 
Wardly projecting headed studs 22 having 
heads which are larger in diameter than the 
width of the narrow portions of the keyhoe 
slots 18. This strip is also provided with 
a central pivot stud 23 adapted to be re 
ceived within the socket 19, this socket ex 
tending into the wood of the panel or 
rail 14. 

It will be noted from Figure 4 that the 
stud 23 is slightly longer than the headed 
studs 22 so that this stud 23 may be in 
Serted in its socket, and thus center the 
member 12 relative to the sockets and per 
mit the easy engagement of the headed 
studs within the sockets by a mere ro 
tational movement of the member 12 rela 
tive to the end section 10. 
With this construction, it is obvious that 
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when it is desired to connect one of the 
end sections to the longitudinal brace or 
rail 12 it is only necessary to turn the rail 
12 at an angle to the vertical axis of the 
end section, as illustrated in Figure 3, in 
sert the headed studs 22 into the large por 
tions of the keyhole slots 18, and then rela 
tively turn the end section and the longi 
tudinal rail 12 into a position where the 
rail 12 is, for instance, vertical and the 
section is tilted, as shown in Figure 3, and 
then the end section may be withdrawn 
from its engagement with the longitudinal 
rail. The opposite end section 11, as illus 
trated most clearly in Figure 5, is formed 
in precisely the same manner as the end 
section 1() and is provided with the same 
locking plate and both of these plates are 
disposed with the keyhole slots 18 extend 
ing in the same direction. This makes it 
necessary to Oscillate the end sections in 
opposite directions in order to disconnect 
the end sections from the longitudinal rail. 
When the table is in use with the four 

legs resting upon the floor, it is obvious that 
12 to become detached for the reason that 
it is impossible for the two end sections to 
oscillate in opposite directions. The table 
might be lifted at one side or lifted on the 
opposite side. To oscillate one end of the 
table in one direction and the other end 
of the table in the opposite direction is 
practically an impossibility unless the table 
is lifted off the floor. Therefore, the two 
end sections are locked to the longitudinal 
member and to each other by means which 
entirely prevents accidental detachment of 
the sections. The table top may be at 
tached to the end sections in any suitable 
manner, such as that illustrated in my 
pending application for patent filed of even 
date here with, Serial +682,426. When the 
table top is attached to the end sections as, 
for instance, by the means illustrated in the 
pending application before referred to, it is 
impossible to oscillate either one of the end 
sections relative to the middle section or 
Oscillate the middle section relative to these 
end sections without releasing the table top, 
for the reason that the end sections Oscillate 
in opposite directions. Hence it is abso 
lutely impossible to release the end sections 
from engagement with the brace or longi 

55 tudinal section 12 without removing the 
table top and then oscillating the end sec 
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tions in opposite directions relative to each 
other. 
I do not wish to be limited to the par 

ticular form of table illustrated, as my in 
vention may be adapted to different forms 
of table and to other articles of furniture 
than tables. A table constructed in ac 
cordance with my invention is neat, com 
pact, may be cheaply constructed, and af 
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fords a particularly convenient banquet or 
occasional table for hotels. 

claim: ". . . . 
. . A table of the character described com 

prising transversely extending supporting 70 

sections and a longitudinally extending 
brace section, each supporting section and 
the adjacent end of the brace section be 
ing provided, one with a central socket and 
a pair of keyhole slots extending approxi 
mately concentric to the socket, with the 
shots of each pair extending in opposite 
directions, and the other with a central stud 
adapted to engage in said socket, and 
headed studs on each side of the central 
stud and inserted into said keyhole slots 
and adapted to be locked therein by a ro 
tation of the longitudinal brace in one di 
rection relative to the supporting sections 
or unlocked therefrom by a rotation of the 
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longitudinal brace in the opposite direc 
tion. - 

2. A table of the character described in 
cluding two end Sections and a longitudinal 
conne?ting member, each of the end sections 90 
having a central socket and a pair of key 
hole slots extending concentrically to the 
Socket and in opposite directions, the sock 
ets on One end section extending in the same 
direction as the sockets in the other end 
section, the longitudinal member having a 
medially disposed stud at each end adapt 
ed to be inserted in said sockets, and a 
pair of headed studs at each end adapted 
to be engaged in said keyhole slots, a rela 
tive oscillation of the connecting member 
in one direction locking the headed studs 
in the slots and an oscillation in the oppo 
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site direction unlocking the headed studs 
from the slots. 

3. A table of the character described 
comprising end supporting frames, each. 
consisting of a pair of legs and a trans 
verse rail, each rail being formed with a 
centrally disposed socket and a pair of re 
cesses diametrically disposed, a plate at 
tached to the inside face of each rail and 
having a central socket and keyhole slots 
registering with Said recesses, and a longi 
tudinally extending rail adapted to detach 
ably connect the two end sections, each rail 
upon its under face having a plate attached 
thereto, the plate being provided with a 
centrally projecting stud engageable in the 
central socket of the rail and with a pair 
of headed studs adapted to engage in said 
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keyhole slots, the keyhole slots on One Sup 
porting frame being disposed in the same 
direction as the keyhole slots on the oppo 
site supporting frame whereby to prevent 
accidental detachment of the longitudinal 
member when the table is in use. 
In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my 

signature. 
- WILLIAM. S. THOMASON. 
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