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To all, whom, it inval? conce77. 
Beit known that I, ROBERTCHARLESTOTZKE, 

a citizen of the United States, and a resident 
of St. Joseph, in the county of Berrien and 
State of Michigan, have invented a new and 
Improved Basket-Handle, of which the follow 
ing is a full, clear, and exact description. 
This invention relates to animproved basket 

handle intended primarily for use upon ve 
neer baskets, but also adapted for use upon 
baskets of other kinds. 
The object of the invention is to provide a 

basket-handle of wire or other similar mate 
rial which may be used instead of the ordi 
nary wooden handles provided upon veneer 
baskets and which is adapted for application 
to baskets of different sizes and with reinforc 
ing-strips of different widths disposed along 
the upper margins thereof. 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

vide a basket-handle of the type specified 
which may be applied to baskets more readily 
than any devices of somewhat analogous char 
acter now in use and which when applied to a 
basket will be securely connected there with, 
so that it cannot become accidentally detached 
when the basket is in use, and thereby cause 
the contents of the basket to be spilled. 
With the objects above stated and others of 

minor character in view, as will hereinafter 
appear, the invention consists in a novel form 
of basket-handle hereinafter fully described, 
and having the novel features thereof clearly 
pointed out in the appended claims. 

Reference is to be had to the accompanying 
drawings, forming a part of this specification, 
in which similar characters of reference indi 
cate corresponding parts in all the views. 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a veneer 
basket provided with a handle of the kind 
which forms the present invention, a part of 
the basket-lid being broken away to show the 
manner of securing the terminal of the handle 
within the basket. Fig. 2 is a perspective 
view of the improved basket-handle before 
application to the basket, and Fig. 3 is a frag 
mentary sectional detail view taken trans 
versely through the side of a basket having 
the improved handle applied thereto and show 

ing the mode of securing the handle in posi 
tion. 

Referring to the drawings, B designates an 
ordinary veneer basket provided at the upper 
margin withinner and outer reinforcing-strips 
band b, respectively. C designates the cover 
or lid of the basket. 
The handle is preferably formed of a single 

piece of wire 1, bent to form an arch and hav 
ing the sides 22 of the arch bent inward at 
their lower ends, as shown at 33. The wire 
extends upward slightly from each of the 
bends 3 and is then bent in a plane at right 
angles to that of the arch to form a loop 4. 
At the side of the loop 4 opposite the bend 3 
the wire is bent outward in a plane parallel to 
that of the arch, as shown at 5, and is then 
extended upward to present a vertical termi 
nal portion 6. 
The bends specified in the preceding para 

graph complete the formation of the handle 
prior to its application to a basket and result 
in the production of the structure shown in 
Fig. 2. In order to apply the handle to the 
basket, the ends of the arch are arranged 
on opposite sides of the basket, as shown in 
Fig. 1, and the loops 4 4 are forced upward 
under the outer reinforcing-strips buntil the 
lower edges of the reinforcing-strips b' en 
gage with the bends 3 and 5 and check the 
upward movement of the loops between the 
reinforcing-strips b and the side walls of the 
basket. The vertical terminal portions 6 6 
of the handle are then bent over the upper 
margins of the side walls of the basket, as 
shown in Fig. 3, forming bends 7. The con 
tinued bending downward of the terminal 
portions 6 causes the formation of bends 8 
over the inner reinforcing-strip b, and finally 
the ends of the handle are bent under the 
inner reinforcing-strip b, as shown at 9 in Figs. 
1 and 3. 
After a handle has been secured to a basket 

in the manner before described the accidental 
displacement of the handle is practically im 
possible. The engagement of the loops 4 be 
tween the outer reinforcing-strip and the side 
wall of the basket prevents upward move 
ment of the handle relatively to the basket, 
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and this action of the loops 44 is supple- bottom, said loops extending in opposite di 
mented by the engagement of the ends of the 
handle with the under surface of the inner 
reinforcing-strip b, as shown at 9. Disen 
gagement of the handle by pressing downward 
thereon is effectively prevented by the bend 
ing of the Vertical terminal portions 66 of the 
handle Over the upper margin of the basket 
wall and downward within the basket. It 
will thus be seen that the handle while quickly 
and easily applied to a basket is very se 
curely connected there with and has no tend 
ency to become detached. 
A special feature of the handle which forms 

the present invention is the arrangement of 
the loops 44 in planes at right angles to the 
plane of the main arch of the handle and 
their arrangement at opposite sides of the 
plane of the handle-arch. On account of this 
arrangement of the loops the turning of the 
handle out of its proper position relatively to 
the basket, except by the bending of the han 
dile, is prevented. Upon one side the turn 
ing is prevented by one of the bends 5, and 
the turning movement of the handle in the 
Opposite direction is prevented by the other 
bend 5. 
As compared with the ordinary wooden han 

diles of the kind generally employed upon ve 
neer baskets the handle forming the present 
invention is characterized by several points of 
Superiority—viz., greater durability, greater 
ease of application to the basket, less cost, 
and less interference with the packing of the 
baskets for shipments. With handles of wire 
attached to the baskets in the manner ex 
plained in the foregoing paragraphs it is pos 
sible to bend the handle downward into the 
interior of the baskets so as to permit the 
nesting of baskets, so as to occupy a minimum 
of space in shipment. 
While I have described and illustrated the 

handle forming the present invention as ap 
plied to a veneer basket, it is obvious that the 
handle may be applied to baskets of other 
types provided with reinforcing -strips or 
equivalent structures at their upper margins, 
and it will also be understood that the handle 
may be applied to boxes if provided with re 
inforcing-strips at their upper margins. 

Having thus described my invention. I claim 
as new and desire to secure by Letters Patent 

1. A basket-handle formed of wire bent to 
form upwardly-projecting loops open at the 
bottom, said loops being at right angles to 
the plane of the handle and having their free 
legs bent upwardly approximately parallel 
with the side members of the handle. 

2. A basket-handle formed of wire bent to 
form upwardly-projecting loops open at the 

rections and at right angles to the plane of 
the handle, the free legs of the loops being 
bent upwardly. 

3. A basket-handle formed of wire having 
its side members bent inwardly and then up 
Wardly and at right angles to the plane of the 
handle to form loops open at the bottom, the 
free legs of the loops being bent outwardly 
and upwardly. 

4. A basket-handle formed of wire having 
its side members bent inwardly and then up 
Wardly and at right angles to the plane of the 
handle to form loops open at the bottom, said 
loops extending in opposite directions and 
having their free legs bent outwardly and up 
wardly. 

5. A basket-handle, consisting of a single 
member bent to present a central arch span 
ning the basket, inward bends at the ends of 
said arch, loops of inverted-U form beyond 
said bends, said loops being adapted for in 
sertion between the reinforcing-strip at the 
upper margin of a basket and the side Wall of 
the basket, outward bends beyond said loops, 
and upward extensions beyond said outer 
bends forming means for securing said loops 
in position between the reinforcing-strip and 
the side wall of the basket. 

6. The combination with a basket, of a han 
dle therefor, consisting of a wire bent to form 
loops open at the bottom, said loops project 
ing at right angles to the plane of the handle 
and extending between the reinforcing-strip 
at the upper margin of the basket and the 
body of said basket, the free legs of the loops 
being bent outwardly, upwardly and over the 
upper edge of the basket with their ends ex 
tending under the inner reinforcing-strip of 
the basket. 

7. A basket-handle formed of wire having 
its side members bent inwardly and upwardly 
and then laterally and downwardly to form 
loops open at the bottom, said loops standing 
at right angles to the plane of the handle. 

8. A basket-handle having at the ends of 
its side members and on the inner side thereof 
laterally-projecting loops, open at the bottom. 

9. A basket-handle having at the ends of 
its side members and on the inner side there 
of laterally-projecting loops open at the bot 
tom, Said loops extending in opposite direc 
tions. 

In testimony whereof Ihave signed my name 
to this specification in the presence of two sub 
scribing witnesses. 

ROBERT CHARLES TOTZKE. 
Witnesses: 

FRANK BRACELIN, 
ANTHONY CANAVAN. 
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