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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE, 
RoBERT VI. BYERs, of BROOKLYN, NEW YORK. 

s GARTER, 

3.424,801. 
Application filed June 2, 1919. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ROBERT M. BYERs, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Brooklyn, in the county of Kings and State 
of New York, have invented new and useful 
Improvements in Garters, of which the fol 
lowing is a specification. 
This invention relates to a garter which is 

essentially adapted for securing a stocking 
by means of a clasp connected to an elastic 
leg encircling band. 
An object of the invention is to provide 

the band with non-corrodible members pref 
erably consisting of celluloid so that mois 
ture cannot deteriorate or rust the members 
and thus soil the garments. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide the clasp with longitudinal slots, one 
being behind the other, and a stud or but 
ton slidingly mounted in the slots to engage 
the stocking. 
Another object of the invention is to 

shape the clasp from a single sheet of mate 
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rial and to provide it with a lateral lug for 
adjustably attaching one end of the elastic 
band. 
The invention is also designed to include 

means for removing the elastic band from 
the clasp when it becomes worn or useless 
and substituting another merely by attach 
ing one end of the band to the lateral lug 
and mounting a slotted hook engaging mem 
ber to its other end. 
The novel features of the invention are 

more fully described in the following speci 
fication and claims and illustrated in the ac 
company drawing in which:- 

Figure 1 represents a front elevation of 
a garter embodying this invention. 

Figure 2 is a similar view of the clasp. 
Figure 3 is a vertical longitudinal section 

of the same. 
Figure 4 is a view of the blank. 
Figure 5 is a perspective view of a slotted 

hook engaging member. 
Figure 6 is a sectional side elevation of 

the same, showing the end of the band 
clamped between the jaws. 

Figure 7 is a horizontal section taken 
along the line 7-7 of Fig. 1. 
In the drawing the numeral 9 designates a 

band which is formed of elastic webbing 
and adapted to encircle the leg of a person 
when the garter is in use. A clasp consist 
ing of a rear member or frame 10 provided 
with a longitudinal key slot 11 and having 

Specification of Letters Patent. Patented Aug. 8, 1922. 
Serial No. 301,260. 

a front tongue member 12 with a key slot 
13 is attached to one end of the band. The 
means for attaching the band to the clasp 
includes a lateral lug 14 projecting at an 
angle from the back and having a pair of 
slots 15 with an intermediate slot 16 pro 
vided with a serrated edge 17 to engage the 
band. The band is passed through the slots 
and looped about the bars formed between 
the slots with the end extending between 
the tongue and the back of the clasp as indi 
cated in Figures 1 and . The serrations 
bite into the body of the band, while the end 
portion is held taut or clamped and hidden 
between the two members. The band can be 
lengthened or shortened circumferentially 
while it is about the leg merely by moving 
the end from between the two members and 
disengaging the body of the band from the 
serrations thus permitting it to be drawn 
through the slots. 
Opposite to the lug on the back member is 

located a hook 18 for engagement with a 
slotted member 19 best seen in Figure 1. 
The lug and the hook are each set at an 
obtuse angle to the body of the clasp so as to 
give the elastic a snug fit about the leg and 
wrinkling is eliminated. The slotted mem 
ber is secured to the end of the band by 
clamping the band between serrated jaws 
20. The slotted member is formed of a sheet 
of celluloid doubled while hot and the teeth 
are cut in the turned edges of the jaws after 
it is shaped as shown. When it is desired 
to renew the band the slotted member can be 
removed by springing the jaws apart and the 
member used to mount another band. 
The device for securing a stocking to the 

clasp comprehends a button or stud having 
a head 21 with a stem 22 and a back 23 
formed of celluloid. A portion of the stem 
is of larger diameter forming a shoulder 
and between it and the inner surface of the 
head is clamped a disk of rubber 24 to en 
gage the fabric. 

It will be seen that when the button is in 
place it can be slid up or down Within the 
limits of the slots. The rear slot is longer 
than the slot in the tongue so that the button 
when in register with the key hole in the 
rear slot can be removed or inserted. The 
clasp has sufficient resiliency to move the 
tongue away from the back when the but 
ton is moved up out of register with the key 
hole in the tongue slot. When the head 
of the button is in line with the key hole 
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or enlarged part of the slot in the tongue 
it permits the fabric to be passed between 
the tongue and back and about the head of 
the button. In order to fasten the fabric 
the tongue is pressed toward the back bring 
ing the head of the button with the fabric 
outside of the key hole, and the button can 
then be slid downward as shown in Fig. 3, 
to clamp the portions of the fabric adjacent 
the head between the tongue and its slot. 
As indicated in Figure 4 the blank for 

forming the clasp is preferably composed of 
a sheet of flat celluloid which can be moulded 
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into the shape shown in Figure i by doubling 
it longitudinally while it is hot or in a semi 
plastic state. The slots are cut in the body 
of the sheet before it is doubled and the 
teeth in the edge of the slot in the lug are 
filed or cut as shown after the sheet cools. 

I claim:- 
1. A garter comprising a clasp having 

back and front members, keyhole slots 
formed in the members, a button slidingly 

25 
arranged in the slots, a lateral slotted lug 
projecting at an angle from the back to 
adjustably attach one end of an elastic band, 
and a hook located opposite to the lug for 
engagement with another end of the band. 

30 
2. A garter comprising a clasp having 

back and front members, keyhole slots 
formed in the members, one being longer 
than the other, a button slidingly arranged 
in the slots, a lateral slotted lug projecting 
at an angle from the back to adjustably at 
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tach one end of an elastic band, a hook lo 
cated at an angle Opposite to the lug, and a 
slotted member detachably connected to the 
other end of the band for engagement with 
the hook. 

3. A garter comprising a clasp having 
back and front members, key hole slots 
formed in the members, one being behind 
the other, a button slidingly arranged in 
the slots, a lateral slotted lug projecting 
at an angle from the back to adjustably at 
tach one end of an elastic band, a hook lo 
cated at an angle opposite to the lug, and a 
slotted member secured to the other end of 
the band for engagement with the hook. 

4. A celluloid blank adapted to form a 
clasp for garters having a pair of longitudi 
ial slots, one being above the other, and a 
lateral lug extending at an angle from the 
body of the blank. 

5. A celluloid blank adapted to form a 
clasp for garters having a pair of longitudi 
na key hole slots, one being above the other, 
a lateral slotted lug extending at an angle 
from the body of the blank, and a lateral 
projection opposite to the lug. 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 

my hand in the presence of two subscribing 
Witnesses. 

ROBERT M. BYERS. 
Witnesses: 

KATHARINE S. KEANE, 
WILLIAM MILLER. 
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