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Filed May 11, 1959, Ser. No. 812,180
2 Claims. (CL 206—338)

This invention relates broadly to containers for cos-
metics, such as vanity cases and the like, and, more par-
ticularly, has to do with such devices which contain a
lipstick holder.

It is, of course, well known to provide vanity cases or
other containers having some means, such as a recess or
the like, to receive a lipstick holder when the lipstick is
not in use. It is also well known to provide a lipstick
holder of the type which is generally cylindrical in shape
and has two relatively rotatable parts which, when pro-
gressively rotated with respect to each other, cause the
lipstick to be progressively protruded from the holder.
My invention has to do with such vanity cases or the like
and with lipstick holders of the described type. It has
been a principal object of the invention to provide a cos-
metic case, such as a vanity case, having new and im-
proved means for supporting a lipstick holder of the de-
scribed type and construction in inoperative position when
not in use, and also including other means for engaging
one end of the lipstick holder to support the same in a
position ready for use and, at the same time, holding the
engaged part of the holder from rotation so that the other
part may be relatively rotated to cause the lipstick itself
to move out from the holder into a position in which it
may be used.

Other objects and features of novelty of the invention
will appear from the description of the invention in the
following specification and the accompanying drawings,
in which:

FIG. 1 is a longitudinal sectional view through a vanity
case showing the means provided by the invention for
holding a lipstick holder in various positions, this view
being taken on line 1—1 of FIG. 2;

FIG. 2 is a view taken on line 2—2 of FIG. 1, and is a
plan view showing the lower part of the vanity case and
the lipstick engaging and holding means therein;

FIG. 3 is a sectional view taken on line 3—3 of FIG.
2, showing in broken lines the lipstick holder in position
ready for use;

FIG. 4 is a view similar to FIG. 1 but showing a second
embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 5 is a sectional view of a cosmetic case showing
a third embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 6 is a part sectional and part elevational view
showing a modified form of lipstick holder socket, and

FIG. 7 is a plan view of the socket shown in FIG. 6.

A vanity case or like device, including the means pro-
vided by my invention for holding a lipstick holder is dis-
closed in FIGS. 1, 2 and 3 of the drawings and comprises
a base part 2 and a cover part 4, these being connected by
hinges 6. These parts may be of any size and shape in
horizontal cross section and, in this embodiment of the
invention, they are rectangular in shape. The base part 2
may, if desired, be divided into compartments 8 and 10 by
a partition 12 and one of these compartments 10 is of
sufficient length to receive a lipstick holder 14, while the
other compartment 8 may be used for any purpose and
may, if desired, be filled with powder. Obviously com-
partment 8 may be eliminated without affecting the inven-
tion in any way.

The lipstick holder 14 is of well-known type and con-
struction and comprises an end part 16 and an elongated
cylindrical part 18 which extends from the end part 16.
The two parts 16, 18 are relatively rotatable with respect
to each other and a lipstick is held within the two parts,
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which are so constructed that when they are rotated rela-
tively to each other, as by holding the cylindrical part 18
and rotating the end part 16, the lipstick will be progres-
sively protruded from the open end of the cylindrical part
18 so that it may be used. The end part 16 of the lipstick
container has a characteristic shape in cross-section which
is preferably some shape other than smooth circular. In
the embodiment of the invention disclosed in FIGS. 1 to
3 the end part 16 is of generally circular shape in cross
section but is provided with alternate ridges and grooves
for a purpose which will appear hereinafter.

Means are provided within the compariment 10 of the
base part 2 for releasably holding the lipstick holder 14
in inoperative position in which it is recumbent in a posi-
tion substantially parallel with the bottom 28 of the base
part 2. In the embodiment disclosed in FIGS. 1, 2 and 3
these means comprise a first holding member 30 which
is disposed adjacent, but spaced inwardly from, the end
wall 32 of the base part 2 which is removed from the par-
tition 12. This holding member 30 comprises an upstand-
ing part 34 which is parallel to the end wall 32 and which
has an opening 36 therein which is of such size and shape
that it will receive the end part 16 of the lipstick container
14. A second holding member is provided within the
compartment 1§ for engaging the end of -the lipstick con-
tainer which is remote from the end part 16 thereof. This
second holding member comprises an L-shape part formed
of spring strip metal, or other resilient material, the lower
part 40 of which is connected to the bottom 20 of the
case by a screw, rivet or the like and the second part 42
of which extends upwardly substantially at right angles
to the bottom 20 and generally parallel to the end wall
2. This part 42 is spaced from the first holding member
3% by such a distance that when the end part 16 of a lip-
stick holder is placed within the opening 36 in the first
holding member the other end of the lipstick holder will
engage the upstanding member 42 of the second holding
member, which will thereby be resiliently deformed away
from: the first holding part 30, thus resiliently and releas-
ably holding the lipstick holder in position between the
two holding members. It will be apparent that the lipstick
holder may easily be removed from this recumbent or
inoperative position by grasping the cylindrical part 18 of
the holder and lifting the end held by the resilient member
42, after which the end 16 of the container may be re-
moved from the opening 36 in the first holding member 30.

Means are provided by the invention for holding cne
of the two relatively rotatable parts of the lipstick holder
so that the other part may be rotated with respect thereto
to cause the lipstick to be protruded from the holder,
these means for holding one end of the holder being so
positioned that when such one end is positioned therein
the holder will be in an operative position from which it
may be easily moved to apply the lipstick. In the em-
bodiment of the invention disclosed in FIGS. 1 to 3 this
means comprises a part 50 which is preferably formed
integrally with the first upstanding holding member 36,
both of such integrally formed parts being preferably
made from a single piece of sheet metal. In this form
of the invention the sheet metal forming the part 56 com-
prises a central, flat part which is connected in face-to-
face abutment with the upper surface of the bottom wall
28 adjacent the upstanding holding member 30. The
edges of this part are turned upwardly and inwardly to-
ward each other forming parts 52, 54 which overlie the
central part in spaced relation thereto. The spaced fac-
ing edges of these upper parts are cut away as shown at
$6, 58 in pari-circular shape to provide a substantially
circular opening the edges of which are shaped to cor-
respond to the shape of the end part 6 of the lipstick
holder and therefore, in the embodiment of the invention
being described, these edges are formed with alternate
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ridges and grooves having configurations complementary
to those of the end part 16 of the lipstick holder, whereby
that end part may be received within the opening 69 de-
fined by the part-circular edges 56, 58, whereby the end
part 16 will be held from rotation by interengagement of
the ridges and grooves on that end part with those formed
in the edges defining the opening 69.

It will be seen that the lipstick holder may usually be
carried within the base part 2 of the case in the recumbent
position shown in FIG. 1, in which its one end 16 is dis-
posed within the opening 36 in the one holding member
39 and the other end thereof will be resiliently engaged
and held by the upstanding part 42 of the second hold-
ing member. When it is desired to use the lipstick the
holder may easily be removed from this recumbent posi-
tion by lifting its one end away from member 42 and
then withdrawing its other end 16 from the opening 36 in
holding member 30. The end part 16 of the holder may
then be positioned within the opening 60 in the holding
member 5¢ and in this position the ridges and grooves on
the end part 16 will interengage with those surrounding
the opening 60, thereby preventing rotation of the end
part 16 of the holder. In this position the holder will be
upright, as shown in FIG. 3, and its cylindrical part 14
may easily be rotated with respect to the part 16 thereof
which, as described, is held from rotation. Such rota-
tion of the part 14 with respect to part 16 of the hclder
will cause the lipstick to be progressively protruded, as
shown in FIG. 3.

In accordance with the invention the parts which hold
the lipstick in recumbent position and the parts
which hold one end thereof from rotation may be formed
as integral parts of the case itself, such a construction
being particularly desirable if the parts of the case are
molded from a plastic material. Such an embodiment of
the invention is disclosed in FIG. 4 of the drawings, and
in this embodiment the member 69 which receives one end
of the lipstick holder is cast integrally with end wall 2 of
the lower member of the case and has an opening §2 in
it to receive the one end of the lipstick holder when it is
in its recumbent position. The member 64 which holds
the other end of the lipstick holder in its recumbent posi-
tion is a thin, upstanding wall member which is formed
integrally with the bottom 20 and has resilience in a di-
rection toward and away from the end wall 2. The socket
for receiving, and holding from rotation, the one end
part 16 of the lipstick holder is disposed substantially
midway between the holding members 69 and 64 and is
formed integrally with the bottom 20. This end-receiving
socket comprises a circular wall 66 extending upwardly
from the upper surface of the bottom 2§ and having its
inner surface formed to correspond in shape with that
of the end part 16 of the lipstick container. It will, of
course, be apparent that the socket member which re-
ceives the end part 16 of the container and holds the same
from rotation to permit the lipstick to be protruded from
its holder may be disposed in any position and angular
relation with respect to the base part 2 and with respect
to the other holding means therein, all within the scope
of the invention.

In a further form which the invention may take the
socket member which is shaped to receive one end of the
lipstick holder and hold the same from rotation, may be
pivotally mounted with respect to the upper and lower
parts of the vanity case. Such an embodiment is dis-
closed in FIG. 5, in which there is shown a vanity case
having the upper and lower parts 79, 72 connected by
hinge 74, and having a socket member 76 which is piv-
otally and rotatably mounted on an end wall of the
upper or lower part of the case for movement with re-
spect to the upper and lower parts of the case. Any suit-
able means according to this invention may be employed
for holding the lipstick holder in recumbent position.

In certain embodiments of the invention it may be de-
sirable or necessary to provide some means within the
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socket which supports the lipstick holder in its raised or
operative position for engaging the end part of the holder
to hold the same more firmly., One form which such
means may take is disclosed in FIGS. 6 and 7 and com-
prises a member formed of spring metal having arms 86,
82 extending at right angles to each other and lying in
face to face engagement with the bottom wall 84 of the
socket. The outer end of each of these arms is turned
upwardly, as shown at 86, to form a plurality of upward-
ly extending resilient members forming an annular series
of spring fingers for receiving and resiliently holding the
lower end 88 of a lipstick holder. As shown in FIG. 6,
the lower end 88 of the container may be formed without
ridges and grooves or without any other non-circular shape
and, in such cases, the spring fingers 88 will resiliently
engage and hold the end part of the lipstick holder, per-
mitting the upper cylindrical part thereof to be rotated
relatively to the part within the socket and engaged by the
spring fingers. However, the resilient fingers 86 may be
disposed within a socket which is shaped to conform to
the characteristic shape of the end part of the holder, in
which case these resilient fingers provide additional means
for holding the end part of the holder from rotation.

While I have described and illustrated several forms
which my invention may take, it will be apparent to those
skilled in the art that other embodiments, as well as
modifications of those disclosed, may be made and prac-
ticed without departing in any way from the spirit or
scope of the invention, for the limits of which reference
must be made to the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A cosmetic case comprising a base part having a
bottom, a cover for the base part, and a generally cylin-
drical lipstick container disposed in said base part, said
container being of the type having an end part and a
generally cylindrical part extending longitudinally there-
from which two parts may be rotated relatively to each
other to cause the lipstick to progressively protrude from
the container, means in said base part releasably holding
the lipstick container in one of two positions in said base
part, said means comprising a first holding member ex-
tending upwardly generally at right angles to the bottom
and having an opening therein, an end of the lipstick con-
tainer being received and held in said opening to retain
the same in a recumbent position, a second holding mem-
ber which is generally parallel with said first member and
is resilient in a direction toward and away from the first
holding member whereby the container is held with its
one end in the opening in the first holding member and
its other end resiliently engaged and held by the second
holding member, and a third holding member within said
base part having a socket therein having means to re-
ceive said end part of the lipstick container and hold it
from rotation while supporting the container in a vertical
position to permit the two parts thereof to be rotated
relatively to each other.

2. A cosmetic case comprising a base part having a
bottom, a cover for the base part, and a generally cylin-
drical lipstick container disposed in said base part, said
container being of the type having an end part and a
generally cylindrical part extending longitudinally there-
from, which two parts may be rotated relatively to each
other to cause the lipstick to progressively protrude from
the container, means in said base part releasably holding
the lipstick container in one of two positions in said base
part, said means comprising two parallel upstanding
members, one of said holding members having an open-
ing therein, one end part of the container being received
and held in said opening to retain the same in a recum-
bent position, the other of said holding members being
resilient toward and away from the first holding mem-
ber and being spaced therefrom by such a distance that
when the one end part of the container is positioned
within the opening in the first holding member the op-
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