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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

JOHN D. BATTIN, OF NEWARK, NEW JERSEY.

BOX.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 557,101, dated March 31, 1896.
Application filed December 20,1895, Serial No, 572,792, (No model.)

To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, JoHN D. BATTIN, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Newark,
in the county of Essex and State of New Jer-
sey, have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Boxes, of which the following
is a specification.

My invention relates to compartment-boxes,
the special object and construction of which
will be hereinafter fully set forth.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1is
a perspective view of the box with its upper
cover or lid opened; Fig. 2, a similar view
showing the side cover opened in addition to
the upper lid; Fig. 3, a vertical sectional
view through the center of the box, and Fig.
4 a perspective view showing details of con-
struction.

The primary object for which my invention
is designed is a pocket match-box provided
with a compartment for the reception of
matches and a separate compartment or space
designed to inclose a frame or holder for a
portrait or the like.

Referring to the annexed drawings, A desig-
nates the case as a whole, which is provided
with the usual hinged cover B. A spring C
is seeured within the main compartment D of
the box, its upper end bearing against a lug
or projection o carried by the cover B, and
causing said cover to remain eitherin an open
or closed position. A shoulder b and an up-
right projection or rim careformed upon one
side of the box at its upper end, while on the
opposite side there is a laterally-extending
ledge or shoulder d, said ledge being in a
plane slightly lower than that occupied by the
shoulder b.

E indicates a cover hinged to the lower end
of the body and adapted to be swang up and
entirely cover one side of the same. This
cover is provided at its bottom and on its
sides with a laterally-extending flange which
comes into contact with the side face of the
body and forms a continuation of the edge of
said body when the cover is closed. A sec-
ond closed compartment F is thus formed.

The upper end of the cover E is made with a
shoulder e and an upright projection or rim

50 f, which when said cover is closed form a-con-

tinuation of the shoulder b and therime. A
point or stud ¢ is secured to the rim fand is

/

adapted to take into a depression % in the
ledge d when the cover E is closed. The
slight yielding of the parts forms a spring-
cateh for the retention of the cover in its
closed position.

Secured to the face of the box and within
the compartment F is a rim G. This rim is
designed to receive a picture or similar arti-
cle, said picture being held in place by a
flanged cover comprising a spring-collar I
and a transparent pane secured in said col-
Jar. When the cover B is closed down, its
lower edge takes over the rims ¢ and f, se-
curely holding the cover Efrom being opened
or swung out. 'When the parts are in the po-
sition indieated in Fig. 1, the cover E may be
opened, but enough pressure must be ex-
erted to overcome the spring-latch provided
forthe same. Under ordinary circumstances
the cover E will remain closed and the con-
tents of compartment F remain unexposed.

To all outward appearances the box con-
tains but one compartment, the main com-
partment D, and only by the closest inspec-
tion will the presence of the second compart-
ment be discovered. Thisis true even when
the upper lid or cover is open.

In practice the face of the box contiguous
to the picture-holding device will be suitably
ornamented, the design or configuration of
the outer face of the box being generally re-
produced. This forms an ornamental frame
for the picture, the effect produced being
highly ornamental and pleasing.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is—

1. In a Dbox, the combination of the body
and its inclosed compartment, a cover hinged
to the upper end thereof; a second cover
hinged to the lower end of the body and
adapted to close against the side of the same;
a frame or holding device secured to the body
and adapted to be covered by the second
cover when closed against the body; and a
catch for said second cover.

2. In a box, the combination with the body
and its inclosed compartment, of the cover
adapted to close the upper end thereof; a sec-
ond flanged cover hinged to and adapted to
swing up against the body; a picture-retain-
ing device secured to the body within the com-
partment formed by the flanged cover, and

55

6o

63

70

75

8o

85

Q0

95

100




Ic

15

20

25

2 557,101

means for securing said flanged cover in its
closed position.

3. In a box, the combination with the body
and its inclosed compartment; of the cover
adapted to close the upper end thereof; a sec-
ond flanged cover hinged to and adapted to
swing up against the body; a picture-retain-
ing device secured tothe body within the com-
partment formed by said flanged cover; and
a lateh for said flanged cover.

4. In a box, the combination with the body
and its inclosed compartment; of the cover
adapted to close the upper end thereof; arim
or ledge extending laterally from one side of
the upper end of the box; a second flanged
cover hinged to and adapted to swing up
against the body of the box, the upper end of
the said cover coming into contact with the
laterally-extending rim, whereby a second
compartment is formed.

5. In a box, the combination with the body
and its inclosed compartment; of the cover
adapted to close the upper end thereof; a rim
or ledge extending laterally from one side of
the upper end of the box, a second flanged
cover hinged to and adapted to swing up
againgt the body of the box; and a latch for
holding said cover closed against the body
and the rim.

6. In a box, the combination of the body
and its closed compartment, said body pro-
vided with a shoulder b and rim ¢ on one side
of its upper end; a laterally-projecting ledge
on the opposite side; a flanged cover pivoted
to the lower end of the box, and provided at
its upper end with a shoulder ¢ and rim f,
adapted when said cover is closed to form a
continuation of the shoulder and rim on the
body; and a second cover to fit over the top
of the body and embrace the rims ¢ and f.

7. In a box, the combination of the body
and its closed compartment, said body pro-
vided with a shoulder b and rim ¢ on one side
of its upper end; a laterally-projecting ledge
on the opposite side; a flanged cover pivoted
to the lower end of the box, and provided at
its upper end with a shoulder ¢ and rim f,
adapted when said cover is closed to form a
continuation of the shoulder and rim on the
body; a lateh for holding the flanged cover
closed; ani a second cover to fit over the top
of the body and embrace the rims ¢ and f.

In witness whereof I hereunto set my hand
in the presence of two witnesses.

JOHN D. BATTIN.

Witnesses:

HorAcE A. DODGE,
C. . BuLL.
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