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This invention relates to a polish container and has to
do more particularly with a combination container and
applicator. The invention is directed especially to a kit-
type device comprising a container, a polish material, and
an applicator associated with a cap of the container.

Polishes are ordinarily marketed in small containers.
The polish is removed from the container and applied
with an extraneous applicator, such as a cloth or brush
which may be found around the household or purchased
as a separate article of merchandise. The use of such
polishes is a messy operation and often requires a new
applicator each time it is desired to use the polish.

Combination .applicators and containers have been
proposed heretofore, but such devices have certain in-
herent disadvantages which have interfered with their
widespread use. For example, in using a kit comprising
a container for a semi-solid or hard polish, having an
applicator brush in the top, difficulty has been encountered
in contacting the brush with the polish. The body of the
polish becomes hard and dry, and also during use the
surface recedes toward the bottom of the container. Even
with a screw top or similar means for twisting the brush,
it is difficult to reach the surface of the last portion of
the polish.

An object of the present invention is to facilitate con-
tact between the applicator and the polish in a combina-
tion applicator and polish container.

Another object of the invention is to produce a polish
container having a movable body of polish and an ap-
plicator built into the top of the polish container.

A further object of the invention is to provide a polish
kit having a refillable polish container.

Also an object of the invention is to provide a polish
kit having a pusher or screw-type polish container.

Further objects of the invention will become apparent
from the following description to be read in connection
with the accompanying drawing.

FIGUREI is an exploded view showing the polish con-
tainer, the applicator cover, and a push-pull removable
bottom.

FIGURE 11 is a vertical sectional view of the assembled
device with the polish in place.

The device of the present invention is essentially a
refillable forcing or pusher type polish container having
an applicator associated with a detachable cap. The
combination also includes a cartridge or stick of semi-
solid or solid polish which may be inserted through the
bottom.

The invention will be described as applied to a shoe
polish kit, but it is to be understood that it is also ap-
plicable to other types of polishing outfits including those
for polishing cars, furniture, floors, various household ap-
pliances and equipment, etc.

Referring to the drawings, the numeral 10 designates
the body of a polish container, 11 a detachable top, and
12 a removable push-pull bottom.

The body portion 10 of the container, as shown in
FIGURE 1, is in the form of an elongated cylinder or
tube open at both ends. A constriction 15 in the wall
of the container separates it into upper and lower por-
tions.

The upper portion of the container is fitted with an
applicator, such as a brush 16. The upper ends of the
bristles of the brush are secured to a head 18, and the
lower ends are free for contacting the polish and for ab-

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

1]

65

70

2

sorbing or otherwise causing portions of the polish to ad-
here to the bristles. ‘

The lower portion of the container is intended as a
holder for a body of polish material, such as a semisolid
or solid stick 20. The top of the body of polish is main-
tained against the lower edge of the comstricting ring 15
s0 that the upper surface of the stick is available for con-
tact with the free end of the brush 16.

In the embodiment of the invention as illustrated in
the drawings, the push-pull slide 12 is used to close the
lower end of the container and to keep the upper pe-
riphery of the body of polish 20 tightly against the con-
stricting ring 15. The outer walls of the push-pull slide
fit against the inner wall of the container with sufficient
firmness so that it will stay in place when used to force
the stick of polish upwardly as it is consumed. The
push-pull slide is advantageously provided with webs 21
which may be grasped with the fingers to give it a twist
or to pull or to push it as desired.

Instead of a push-pull slide, other means for moving
the polish may be used. One means contemplated is a
threaded cap which may be screwed into the lower end
of the container so that the cap is either elevated or low-
ered depending on which way the cap is turned. The
polish stick may be a separate member or an integral
part of the slide or cap.

The constricting ring 15 is optional. It may be omitted
if the polish is an integral part of the bottom closure,
particularly when a screw-type bottom cap is used. The
use of the constriction, however, is advantageous for de-
termining when the upper surface of the polish is at the
proper height. The constriction should only be suffi-
ciently large to impart resistance to the upward move-
ment of the polish and should be small enough not to
interfere with the free contact of the applicator with sub-
stantially the entire surface of the polish.

The cap 11, as shown in the drawings, contains a lip
portion 25 adapted to slide over the upper end of the con-
tainer. Preferably the head 18 of the brush is rigidly fixed
to the underside of the cap 11. The lip 25 is advantage-
ously equipped with corrugations or other type of rough-
ened surface to facilitate grasping the top. Also, if de-
sired, the cap may be threaded onto the container. The
cap may be pushed or turned to adjust it up or down to
apply polish to the bristles and to remove the brush from
the container.

The container body and end closures may be made of
any suitable rigid or semirigid materials, such as metals
or plastics, which are compatible with the polish. Poly-
ethylene, acrylic acid or vinyl type resins may be used
as construction materials. Polyethylene has been found
satisfactory with the push-pull type of slide or cap, since
this resin imparts the desirable degree of plasticity and
friction to the contact walls.

The polish is preferably used in the form of a stick
which may or may not be attached to the movable bot-
tom member 12. A refill may be provided in a disposable
push type of container of suitable material, such as card-
board, of the same diameter as the container body 10.
The slide 12 may be removed and the refill pushed out
of the container into the cylinder 10. If a screw-type
member instead of a slide is used, such member may or
may not be an integral part of the refill stick.

In using the device of the invention, the cap and brush
are inserted in the top of the container body. A stick
of polish is placed in the container and forced firmly
against the constricting ring by the push-pull slide. By
pushing down and twisting on the applicator cap to
cause the brush to contact the polish, a sufficient amount
of polish material is transferred to the brush. The ap-
plicator is then removed and the polish applied to the
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article to be treated. As the polish is consumed by re-
peating the foregoing operation, the push-pull slide may
be shoved upwardly to maintain the stick against the
constricting ring. - When the polish is used up the con-
tainer is reloaded by removing the push-pull slide and
inserting a refill.

If desired, the cortainer may be sufficiently large to
hold a cartridge-type refill containing one or more extra
sticks of polish as a reserve supply. In this way, not
only is an adequate supply of refill stock obtained, but
such refills may be kept tightly sealed, in separate wrap-
pers if desired, so that they will be fresh when used.

An advantage of the present invention is that the brush
and polish are kept in a substantially airtight enclosure
and drying -out and hardening thereof are avoided. Also
the invention provides a kit having a self-contained polish
and applicator. The kit may be of various sizes ranging
from a relatively large household device to a small article
suitable for placing in the pocket or purse.

Obviously, many modifications and variations of the in-
vention as hereinbefore set forth may be made without
departing from the spirit and scope thereof, and there-
fore only such limitations should be imposed as are in-
ciated in the appended claims.

I claim:

1. A polish kit comprising an elongated hollow con-
tainer, open at both ends, a constriction in the wall of
said container intermediate of said ends, dividing the con-
tainer into two sections, a closure cap for one end having
an applicator member attached to the underside thereof,
said -applicator member extending to such constriction
when the cap is in place, a body of polish material in the
other section, a push-pull closure adapted to be inserted
in the other end of said container and to be pushed and
pulled in said other section, the outer side of said push-
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pull closure having a web to be grasped by the fingers for
pushing the closure against one end of the polish material
and for forcing the other end of the polish material against
such constriction and in contact with the end of the ap-
plicator.

2. A refillable polish kit comprising an elongated hol-
low cylindrical container, open at both ends, a constrict-
tion in the wall of said container intermediate of said
ends, dividing the container into two sections, a closure
cap for one end, an applicator adapted to fit into the
section closed by said closure cap and associated with
said closure cap for accumulating polish and for applying
the polish to a surface, said applicator extending from
the cap to said restriction when the cap is in place; a
body of polish material in the ‘other section of the ¢on-
tainer, a push-pull closure adapted to be insetred in the
other end of said container and to be pushed or pulled in
said othér section, means on the outér side of said push-
pull closure for assisting manipulation by the fingers fo
push said closure against the polish material and to
force it against the restriction and in contact wih the end
of said applicator. :
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