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1o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Leox E. Kumrrt, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident
of the city of New York, borough of Man-
hattan, in the county and State of New
York, have invented ‘a new and Improved
Artist’s Celor-Box and Easel, of which the
following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion.

Among the principal objects which the
present invention has in view are: to pro-
vide a box for carrying artists’ materials,
which has means for being mounted on sup-
porting legs in position to hold a sketch
panel, pad, or other device; to provide
means for locking the box in adjusted posi-
tion; to provide means connected with the
box for holding a canvas in desired work-
ing position; to provide a box of the char-
acter set forth, one side whereof forms a
holding-tray for tubes and tools used in
sketching; and to provide means for pack-
ing the bex and parts connected therewith
to form a small and convenient bundle.

Referenceis to behad to the accompanying
drawings forming a part of this specifica-
tion, in which similar characters of refer-
ence indicate corresponding parts in all the
views, and in which—

Tigure 1 is a pictorial view in perspective,
of a color-box and easel constructed and ar-
ranged in accordance with the present in-
vention; I'ig. 2 is a perspective view of the
same, shown as packed for carrying; Fig.
3 is a longitudinal cross section of the box
when closed; Fig. 4 is a detail view, on an
enlarged scale, in perspective, showing frag-
ments of the steadying members and a cor-
ner of the tray resting thereon; Tig. 5 is a
detail view, on an enlarged scale, of the
steadying mast and slide mounted thereon
for holding in upright pose a sketch canvas
when one is employed too large to fit within
the color-box; Fig. 6 is a detail view, on an
enlarged scale, showing fragments of the
collapsible legs of which the tripod is con-
structed ; Fig. 7 is a detail view, on an en-
larged scale, showing in perspective the up-
per end fragment of one of the sliding sec-
tions of the tripod and means for holding
the same in position; Fig. 8 is a detail view
in perspective, showing fragments of one of
the legs of the tripod, the bottom of the
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color box, and the lower end of the steady-
ing mast for a large canvas; and Fig. 9 is
a detail view, on an enlarged scale, showing
a fragment of the steadying mast and the
top of the color box when mounted thereon.

As seen in the accompanying drawings,
the color-box is provided with a rectangu-
lar frame, having a full-width bottom rail
15, sides 16, and a narrow top rail 17. The
full top side is formed by the top rail
17 and a narrow hinged door 18. The door
18 is secured by hinges 19 to the rail
17. The door 18, when shut, closes side
grooves 20 with which the sides 16 of the
box are provided. The grooves 20 are de-
signed to hold sketch panels or pads, which
are inserted in the grooves by lifting the
deor 18 and dropping the panels or pads
downward in said grooves to rest upon the
bottom rail 15.

The frame is divided vertically and lon-
gitudinally by a partition 21. Within the
frame, the compartment on that side of the
partition 21 in which the panels or pad are
carried is not closed except by the drop of
the door 18 over the grooves 20, the back of
the panels or pads serving to effectively
cover or close this portion of the box.

Within the box, on the opposite side of
the partition, is disposed the color-tray 22.
The tray 22 is sub-divided by suitable par-
titions to form compartments for holding
tubes, brushes, and other tools. The bot-
tom of the tray 22 is provided with an edge
extended flange 28, which overlies the edge
of the rails 15 and 17 and the sides 16 to
effectually close one side of the box. The
sides 24 of the tray 22 are formed to hold
the artist’s palette 25. The palette 25 is
held in position on the tray 22 in the box
by side cleats 26. When the tray is prop-
erly disposed within the box, the palette 25
is secured between the edge of the sides 24 of
said tray, and the cleats 26.

To hold the tray 22 in position in the box,
I provide swivel hooks 27 rotatively mount-
ed in the opposite sides 16. The said hooks
have an extension from the edge thereof the
thickness of the flanges 23. The flanges 23
are cut to form slots 28 adapted to pass the
turned ends of the hooks 27 so that the same
may be entered therethrough swhen the hook
ends are disposed lengthwise of the slots and
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extend over the outside of the flange when
said hooks ave disposed transverse said slots.
The swivel hooks 27 are of conventional de-
sion, and may be substituted by any suit-
able form of wing nuts, T-headed pins, or
other suitable fastening devices.

When in service, it 1s preferred that the
tray 92 should be removed from the frame
formed by the rails 15 and 17 and sides 16,
and the frame, thus relieved of the tray, is
moeunted upon collapsible legs 29, 29 and 30.
The legs 29, 29 resemble each other, in that
each has at the upper end a beveled surface
31. As seen best in Fig. 7 of the drawings,
the angle at which the beveled surface is set
from the straight side of the leg regulates
the spread of the bottoms or feet of the
legs 29.

Mounted upon the end sections of the legs
29 are perforated plates 32. The perfora-
tions in the plates 32 are provided to re-
ceive serews 33, which are provided with
wing heads 34. To receive the threaded
ends of the screws 33, the sides 16 of the box
frame are provided with perforations 35,
which are internally threaded to register
with the threads of said screws.

Tt will be understood that though in the
drawings I have not shown a metal bush-
ing for the perforations 35, this may be
readily provided. Where desired, the cleats
96 may be constructed of metal, and the per-
forations 35 be extended thervethrough and
tapped to register with the threads of said
SCTEWS.

The third leg 30 of the tripod is provided
at the upper end with a swinging clip 36,
sea Fig. 8 of the deawings. The clip 36 is
pivotally monnted by a pin 37 to the leg 30,
and is provided with a threaded screw 38 to
register with the threads of a perforation
65 opening frem the bottom of the rail 15 of
the box frame. To adjust the leg 30 to the
box frame, said leg 1s rotated when the
perforation 38 is adjusted to the screw 65 to
fit the said clip upward against the bottom
of the rail 15, as seen best in Tig. 1 of the
drawings. The legs 29, 29 and 30 are each
provided with guide loops 39 and 40. The
Tower extensions of said legs are each pro-
vided with a lengitudinally-disposed groove
into which the end of a feather extends.
The screws 42 are pivotally mounted in the
loops 39, and extend through perforations
provided in the wpper section of said loops
to bear upon the top of loose plates 41. It
will now be seen that when the collapsible
extensions of the legs 29 and 30 are properly
adjusted, by turning up the screw 42, to
press against the top of the plates 41, the
sections of the legs are jammed against the
guide loops 39 and 40, to be held substan-
tially vigid thereby.

The legs 29 and 20 ave preferably con-
structed of as light material as practicable.

1,065,255

To steady the structure when the legs are
extended” in service position, I provide
steadying brace-rods 43 and 44. The rod
48 extends between the legs 29 and 29, and
rests upon headed pins 45 extended out-
wardly from each of said legs and from the
apper section thereof; see Fig. 6 of the
drawings. At one end the rod 43 is pivoted
to one of the legs 29; and the rod 44 is like-
wise mounted on the leg 30. The legs 29,
being laterally pressed against the sides 16
of the box frame and cross-braced by means
of the rod 43, are therchby rendered sufli-
ciently rigid for all purposes for which
they are intended, as against sidewise vibra-
tion. To provide the tripod against vibra-
tion or yielding backward toward the leg 30,
T connect the leg 80 and the brace-rod 43,
by means of the brace-rod 44. To connect
the two rods 43 and 44, the former is pro-
vided with a slot 46 disposed midway the
length of the brace-rod 43 and opening up-
ward to receive the hook 47 with which the
rod 44 is provided at its end. The rod 44,
as above noted, is pivoted at the opposite
end by a pivot pin 48, which is mounted in
the side of the leg 30, on the upper section
thereof, see Fig. 8 of the drawings. It will
be seen that when the rod 44 1s thus adjusted,
the tripod arangement is relatively rigid.
To facilitate the avtist in his operations
and at the same time render the tripod
structure more rigid, T dispose the tray 22
on the rods 43 and 44 and lock the tray to
the rods. For this purpose the fianges 23
of the tray 22 ave provided with edge-open-
ing slots 28 to register with swivel pins 50
rotatively mounted on the upper edge of
the rod 43. The rear of the tray 22 and of

the flange 23 there disposed is provided with ;

a slot to receive a headed pin 51, which is
extended upward from the rod 44, sec Fig. 4
of the drawings.

When introducing the tray 22 in position
upon the rods 43 and 44, the flange 23 is
first extended under the head of the pin 51,
and subsequently disposed over the eads of
the pins 50. When the pins 50 are extended
through the slots 28 in the flanges 23, the
hook ends of said ping arve turned over
said flanges, and the tray will be found
locked in position upen the rods 43 and 44.

If the sketch desired is sufficiently small
to be held within the box frame and in the

grooves 20 thereof, the artist may proceed to 1

work without further adjustment of the
easel except to tilt the box frame on the legs
29 and 30 to present the panel in the most
desived position. This is accomplished by
loosening the screws 33, when the frame
may be shifted to change the vertical incli-
nation thereof. When the proper inclina-
tion is attained, by tighteming the screws
33, the structure isheld rigid. 1, however, 1t
is degired to paint a picture larger than that
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for which the box frame is provided, then
the short supporting mast 52 is adjusted in
position. To support the canvas, such as in-
dicated by 53 in Fig. 1 of the drawings, I
provide hook-ended pins 54. The pins 54
are disposed optionally in the holes 66 with
which the legs 29 are supplied.

The mast 52 is furnished with a hook pin
55. When the hooked end of the pin 55 is
dropped into the socket provided therefor,
in the edge of the door 18, the screw 56 is
exposed below the bottom rail 15 of the
frame and in the path of a latch hook 57.
The latch hook 57 is pivotally secured, by
means of a pin 58, upon the bottom rail 15.
Movably mounted on the mast 52 is a flat
hook 59 extended to rest above and to the
outside of the canvas 53. The hook 59 is in-
tegrally formed upon or rigidly united with
a slide 60 adjustable to various heights of
eanvas.

When employing a canvas such as 53, it
will be understood that the canvas may be
tilted to the desired working angle by swing-
ing the box frame on the screws 33 in the
manner as above described; the tilting of
the box frame as above described swings
the mast 52 in a similar manner, thereby
changing the vertical angle of the canvas
resting on the hook pins 54.

When the employment of the apparatus
as an eagel is determined, it is knocked down
and packed for carriage; the legs 29 and 30,
the rods 48 and 44, a mahl stick, umbrella,
or other article of similar character, are
folded together and secured upon the box
frame by means of the strap segments 61
and 62. Both segments 61 are pivotally
mounted on pins 63. As seen in Fig. 2 of
the drawings, the strap segments 61 are so
disposed that the pull on the strap is exerted
on the sides 16 in a direction substantially
parallel with the natural grain of the wood.
By this means is avoided any ripping strain
thereon. The segments 62 are mounted on
therail 15, and form the carriageloops for the
bundle, substantially as shown in Fig. 2 of
the drawings. It will be understood that
when the apparatus is thus knocked down,
the legs 29 and 30 are collapsed, the screws
42 being loosened to permit this action. It
will also be understood that, preliminary to
removing the legs 29 and 30 from engage-
ment with the box frame, the tray 22 is dis-
engaged from the rods 43 and 44, and the
said rods are disengaged from the said legs.
When the legs have been disengaged from
the box frame, the palette 25 is disposed in
position to rest on the sides 24 of the tray,
and the box frame is overturned upon the
tray, the hooks 27 passing through the slots
98, {o be overturned upon the back of the
tray 22, to hold the same rigidly upon the
box frame. If panels or pads have been
used in making the sketch, these may be

8

taken from the grooves 20 and reversed to
dispose the wet side thereof inward. The
door 18 is then dropped over the panels, and
the bundle is then carried by the handle 64.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent :—

1. An artist’s color box and easel, compris-
ing a box frame; a plurality of collapsible
legs for supporting said frane, each of said
legs being provided with a screw for en-
gagement with said frame, the screws in two
of said legs engaging said frame at oppo-
site sides thereof and co-axially to form &
pivot for swinging said frame; a plurality
of brace rods operatively connecting all of
said legs; and a rigid rectangular member
operatively connecting each of said rods to
prevent relative movement thereof.

2. An artist’s color box and easel, compris-
ing a box frame; a plurality of collapsible
legs for supportingsaid frame,each of said
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legs being provided with a screw for engage- *

ment with said frame, the screws in two of
said legs engaging said frame at opposite
sides thereof and co-axially to form a pivot
for swinging said frame; a plurality of brace
rods operatively connecting all of said legs;
and a color tray having means for opera-
tively connecting said brace rods to prevent
relative movement thereof.

8. An artist’s color box and easel, compris-
ing a box frame; a supporting leg pivotally
connected with said frame to extend behind
the same; two side legs, each having an at-
taching screw adjacent the upper end thereof
for securing said legs to the sides of said
box frame, the attaching ends of said legs
being beveled to flare said legs from the
sides of said frame, said legs being con-
structed of a plurality of members slidable
each on the other; clamps mounted on cer-
tain of said members to hold said members
in adjusted position; a supporting mast re-
movably mounted in vertical relation upon
said frame; supporting pins adjustably
mounted upon said side legs; and a hook-
like member slidable on said mast to engage
the top of a canvas when supported on said
pins.

4. An artist’s color box and easel, compris-
ing a box frame; a supporting leg pivotally
connected with said frame to extend behind
the same; two side legs, each having an at-
taching screw adjacent the upper end there-
of for securing said legs to the sides of said
box frame, the attaching ends of said legs
being beveled to flare said legs from the sides
of said frame, said legs being constructed of
a plurality of members slidable each on the
other; clamps mounted on certain of said
members to hold said members in adjusted
position; a supporting mast removably
mounted in vertical relation upon said
frame; supporting pins adjustably mounted
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upon said side legs; a hook-like member | name to this specification in the presence of
slidable on said mast to engage the top of a | two subscribing witnesses.

anvas ‘\Yllﬂl} Supported_'on said pins; and a LEON EMIL KUHRT.
plarality of strap sections mounted upon
said frame, adapted to hold said legs and Witnesses:
said mast upon said frame. Wiriam H. Powsrr,
In testimony whereof I have signed my Roperr (. VosBUreH.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, T, C.”




