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(57) Abstract: Methods and systems for lowering elevated intracra-
nial pressure utilizing a fluid drainiage controller (16) which regulates
the drainage of cerebral spinal fluid based on a cardiac or other tran-
sient component of the patient’s intracranial pressure. The cardiac
component of the intracranial pressure increases as the accumulation
of cerebral spinal fluid in the patient’s subarachnoid space increases,
but is not directly a function of the absolute mean or baseline intracra-
nial pressure. Thus, control based on the cardiac component is rela-
tively independent of patient position and the risk of over or under
draining the spinal fluid is lessened.
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