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This invention relates to holders for bottles formed of
fiberboard and of the type having top closures including
an inner closure member and overhanging outer closure
members defining a recess.

The main objects of this invention are,

First, to provide a bottle holder for fiberboard bottles,
such as widely used milk bottles, which may be very
quickly engaged with a bottle and released therefrom
and at the same time securely holds the bottle for carry-
ing and pouring.

Second, to provide a bottle holder having these advan-
tages which is capable of repeated use and is easily
kept in a sanitary condition.

Objects relating to details and economies of the in-
vention will appear from the description to follow. The
invention is defined and pointed out in the claims.

A preferred embodiment of the invention is illustrated
in the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a side perspective view of a bottle holder
embodying our invention with a bottle therein, the bottle
having been opened for pouring, the disengaged position
of the combined handle and bottle clamping member
being indicated by dotted lines.

FIG. 2 is a rear elevational view of our bottle holder.

FIG. 3 is a side elevational view partially broken away
and in section illustrating the use of the holder in pouring.

FIG. 4 is an enlarged fragmentary view in section on
a line corresponding to line 44 of FIG. 3.

FIG. 5 is a plan view of the blank from which the
base member of our holder is formed.

In the accompanying drawing, 1 represents a bottle
formed of container or fiberboard stock and provided
with an inner closure member 2, and outer closure mem-
bers 3 seamed together at 4. The inner closure member
2 is disposed in outwardly inclined relation and coacts
with the outer closure members defining a recess desig-
nated generally by the numeral 5. The botile is designed
to be opened by breaking out the inner closure member
and a portion of the outer closure members, as is shown
in FIGS. 1 and 2, to provide a pouring spout 6. This
fiberboard bottle iltustrated is widely used and is illus-
trated inasmuch as our bottle holder illustrated is espe-
cially desirable for use therewith.

Our bottle holder comprises a base member designated
generally by the numeral 7, which comprises a botiom 8,
rear wall 9, side walls 10, and front wall 11. These are
desirably formed from a single piece of sheet metal stock
died or cut out to form the walls with gusset portions 12
connecting the end edges of adjacent walls. When the
walls are turned upwardly from the flat blank, the gussets
form corner connections 13 for the walls providing a rigid
tray-like holder base member. The base member is stiff
or rigid even when formed of relatively light gauge stock.
The upper edges of the side and end walls are turned
outwardly to provide curved flanges 14 having rounded
corners 15. This provides good surfaces for grasping and
facilitates the insertion of the bottles in the base member.

The rear wall has an outward offset 16 centrally thereof
in which the lower end of the springable handle member
17 is disposed and fixedly secured as by spot welds indi-
cated at 18. This handle member has an upright portion
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19 which projects upwardly a substantial distance above
the rear wall of the base member in supporting engage-
ment with the bottle, as is shown in FIGS. 1 and 3. The
handle member has an outwardly bowed grip portion 20
extended forwardly at 21 and terminating in a down-
wardly projecting and outwardly inclined V-shaped jaw
22. With a bottle seated in the base member the portion
21 of the handle member is inserted into the recess 5 of
the bottle and pressed downwardly so that its jaw punc-
tures the inner closure member, as is clearly shown in
FIGS. 3 and 4 of the drawing, thus securely retaining the
bottle in the holder, and when so engaged the bottle may
be manipulated for carrying or pouring as may be desired.

The handle is quickly engaged with the bottle and may
be quickly released merely by springing the portion 21
of the handle upwardly to disengage the jaw 22. The
grip portion of the handle member is desirably of curved
cross-section as is best shown in FIG. 4. This not only
stifens the handle member thus permitting the use of
lighter stock, but it also makes it more convenient to
grasp. In inserting the jaw the thumb of the hand grasp-
ing the handle may be placed on the top of the portion
2% of the handle to cause the jaw to penetrate the inner
closure member, the curving of the handle minimizing
the likelihood of the thumb slipping from the handle
during the engaging operation. To disengage it is merely
necessary to 1ift upward on the handle portion 21.

We have illustrated and described our invention in a
highly practical embodiment thereof and an embodiment
which may be very economically produced. We have not
attempted to illustrate or describe other embodiments or
adaptations as it is believed this disclosure will enable
those skilled in the art to embody our invention as may
be desired.

Having thus described the inventjon, what is claimed as
new and is desired to be secured by Letters Patent is:

A holder for bottles formed of fiberboard of the type
having a top closure including an outwardly inclined
inner closure member and overhanging outer closure
members defining a recess having an outwardly inclined
bottom, the holder comprising a rectangular base member
adapted to supportedly receive a bottle and including a
bottomn and integral upstanding front, side and rear walls
having relatively short end edge connections extending
upwardly from the bottom, the front and side walls hav-
ing outwardly flared flange like top portions with curved
corners, the rear wall having an outward offset therein,
and a strap like springable handle member disposed with~
in and fixedly secured in said offset and having an upright
boitle engaging portion of substantial height projecting
upwardly from said base member and an outwardly
bowed springable grip portion thereabove terminating in
a downwardly and outwardly projecting V-shaped jaw
overhangingly opposed to the base member and penetrat-
ingly engageable with the inmer closure member of a
bottle seated in said base member and springably retained
in engagement therewith, said grip portion being of trans-
versely curved cross section.
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