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To all whom it may concern
Be it known that I, THOMAS J MCGRATH
acitizen of the Umted States of America, and
a resident of Portland, in the county of Mult-
nomah and State of Ore(ron have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in In-
dicators, of which the following is a specifi-

“eation.

This invention xelates to certain. new and

useful improvementsin indicators for offices,

hotels, and similar places; and the object of
my invention is to p10v1de anindicator which
shall be capable of indicating whether or not
the occupant of any room in the building is
in. To accomplish this, I employ a cabmet
having a row of indicators for each floor in
the bmldmg, and each row has an indicator
for each office on its floor. The indicators
are each provided with a slide, and by mov-
ing this slide the tenant or oceupant of any
room may indicate as he leaves the building
that he is ‘‘out,” and when he returns it is

~only necessary to move the slide in the oppo-
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site direction as he enters the building to in-
dicate to any callers that he is *“in.”

My invention therefore consists of an indi-
cator having these general characteristics, as
will now be more partlculal]y described in
detail and then definitely set forth by the
claims at the end hereof.

Inthedrawings accompanying and forming
a part of this apphcatlon Figure 1is an ele-
vation of a cabinet having four rows of slides
thereon arranged for a four-story building.
Fig. 2 is an elevahon of one of the mdleators
detached Fig. 3 is a vertical central section
of the same. Fig. 4isa perspective view of
one of the slides detached. Fig. 5 is an ele-
vation showing the same style of slide, but
with a dlﬁelent name-plate. Figs. 6 and 7
are views of a modified form. .

Referring now to the details of the draw-
ings by numerals, 1 indicates a cabinet di-

" vided to indicate or represent four floors of a
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building, the rows being labeled ¢ 1st floor,”
“2nd floor,” &e., as shown at 2 in Tig. 1.
Each of these 1ows has a number of 1nd1ca,-
tors 4 fastened thereon by screws 5, the num-
ber of indieators in each row correspondmcr
to the number of rooms on the floor which
said row represents. These indicators are

preferably ‘“struck np” fromn sheet metal, so

as to have beveled edges 6, which form or .

leave a recess between the front plate 7 and
the surface to which the indieator is secured.
At the lower part the front plate is slit hori-
zontally, as indicated at 8; and the metal be-
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low the sllt is bent rearwardly by a suitable

die to afford room for a slide 10 to move up
and down. Theslide 10 isshown in perspec-
tive in Fig. 4, and from this view it will be

seen that 1t is shaped to pass upwald through -

the slit 8, and its lower eud is provided Wlth
a flange 11 to prevent it from entering too
far, The upper end of theslide passes throuﬂh
an opening formed by a strip 12
the rear of the front face 7, andi 1s peculiarly
formed,in that it has a rearwardly-bent lange

13 to coact with the strip 12 to prevent the'

slide from bemg pulled too far down or out
of its opening. The central part of the slide
is bent. rearwardly to create friction on the
inner side of the face-plate™, so that theslide
will be retained in any poS1L1on in which it
is shoved, the operator using the flange 11 as
a handle, by which"he can move the slide
from one posﬂaxon to the other. The lower
edge of the slide is reinforced at its edges by
strlps 14, which in-addition to increasing the

»frxctlonal effect also prevens the lettering on

the slide'and the plate behind the slide from

, soldered to )
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being scratched as one part slides over the

Other
The slides 10 are each marked ¢ ‘In,” as

plainly seen-on the drawings, and the plate'

behind the slide is marked ‘“Out,” so that
when the slide is pulled down in the position
shown in Fig. 2 it will indicate that the occu-
pant of the room represented by this particu-
lar slide is in, and when the slide is shoved
up the word ““In” disappears and the word
“Out” is uncovered. Of course the word
“Out” may be placed on the slide, if de-
sired, and in the event of one tenant occupy-
ing a suite of rooms the word “*Private” may
be used.

Above the slide about the center of the in-
dieator T employ two grooved strips 15, which
are secured to the face-plate in any desired
manner, and these strips are adapted to re-
ceive a card on which the name of the oceu-
pant of the room is printed. Above the
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name-strips is painted a number, as “11,”
to indicate the number of the room. Instead
of using the strips 15, however, the name
may be painted directly on the slide, together
with the occupation of the tenant, as seen in
Fig. 5.

Instead of forming the slide as shown in
Pigs. 2 to 5 I may form it as shown in Figs.
6 and 7, in which the slide 18 is formed with
two lugs 19 and 20, which are the equivalent
of the flange 13, and between these lugs the
metal is bent forwardly at 22 to create fric-
tion to hold the slide in the desired position.
In this case the strip 21 is placed lower down.

My invention is so simple that it is be-
lieved unnecessary to give any detailed state-
ment of its operation, as such is evident
from the drawings when read in connection
with the foregoing desecription.

I may state that I am of course aware that
indicators for similar purposes are old and
that many different styles have heretofore
been proposed, and I therefore do not claim
such broadly.

What I claim as new is—

1. Inanindieator,acabinet containingarow
of indicators for each floor of a building, each
indicator comprising an individual plate hav-
ing an indented portion therein and provided
with a slit or slot near the upper edge of said
indented portion, and a slide located in said
indented portion and movable through said
slit or slot behind the plate, said plate hid-
ing the slide when the latter is moved through
the slit or slot, and said slide having a han-
dle projecting from the indented portion, sub-
stantially as described.

2, An indicator comprising a plate having
an indented portion in its face and provided
with a slit orslot near the upper edge of said

indented portion, and a slide located in said
indented portion and movable through said
slit or slot behind the plate to hide it from
view, said slide having a flange or lug on one
end to prevent its withdrawal and a handle
near the other end projecting outward from
said indented portion whereby said slide can-
not be pushed too far through said slit or
slot, substantially as described.

3. An indicator comprising a plate struck
up so as to have a recess underit, an indented
portion in itsface and provided with a slit or
slot at one side of said indented portion, and
a slide located in said indented portion and
movable through said slit or slot, said plate
hiding the slide when the latter is moved
through the slit or slot and said slide having
a handle projecting outward from the in-
dented portion and preventing its withdrawal,
substantially as described.

4. An indicator comprising a plate struck
up so as tohave a recess behind it and an in-
dented portion in its face and provided with
means for holding a eard thereon, said plate
also having a slit orslot at the one side of said
indented portion; and a slide located in said
indented portion and movable through said
slit or slot behind the plate, said plate hiding
the slide when the latter is moved through
the slit or slot, and said parts being formed
to create friction between the slide and plate
for holding said slide in position; substan-
tially as described.

Signed by me at Portland, Oregon, this 18th

day of July, 1902,
THOS. J. McGRATIL

Witnesses:
P. J. MAHER,
J. B. OFNER.
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