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(57) L invention concerne une attache en deux parties
(10) permettant de fixer solidement une matiere textile
ou en feuille (16) sans la deteériorer. L’ attache se
compose d'un corps en U (10) preésentant une cavite
angulaire et d’un comn (12), formant un angle de maniere
a ¢pouser la forme de la cavite. Un constituant
supplementaire de 1’invention est un segment de cordon
(14), que 'on passe dans un trou (13) meénage dans le
coin, puis dans un trou (11) meénage dans le corps de
|"attache. Le tissu (16) a fixer est insere dans la cavite
soit au-dessus, soit au-dessous du coin. A mesure que
I’on applique une tension au cordon, le coin vient se
loger solidement dans la cavite, fixant ainsi le tissu.

I*I Industrie Canada  Industry Canada

(57) The invention 1s a two-part clip (10) for the purpose
of securely holding fabric or sheet material (16) without
damaging said material. The clip consists of a U-shaped
body (10) with an angled cavity and a wedge (12), which
1s angled to fit snugly mto the cavity. An additional
component of the mvention 1s a section of rope (14),
which 1s passed through a hole (13), first in the wedge,
then through a hole (11) 1n the body of the clip. The
fabric (16) to be secured nserted into the cavity on either
the top or the bottom of the wedge. As tension 1s applied
to the rope, the wedge becomes firmly seated in the
cavity, thus securing the fabric.
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(54) Title: CLIP FOR GRIPPING SHEET MATERIAL

(87) Abstract

The invention is a two—part clip (10) for the
purpose of securely holding fabric or sheet material
(16) without damaging said material. The clip
consists of a U-shaped body (10) with an angled
cavity and a wedge (12), which is angled to fit snugly
into the cavity. An additional component of the
invention is a section of rope (14), which is passed
through a hole (13), first in the wedge, then through
a hole (11) in the body of the clip. The fabric (16) to
be secured inserted into the cavity on either the top
or the bottom of the wedge. As tension is applied to
the rope, the wedge becomes firmly seated in the cavity, thus securing the fabric.
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CLIP FOR GRIPPING SHEET MATERIAL
FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to clips for the purpose of holding fabric.
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

There exists a need for a gripping clip for sheet material where the jaws or
gripping surface of the clip causes no deformity to the material. This need is
particularly outstanding for thin, slippery vinyl. The present method for securing

tarpaulins, banners, signs, etc., is to install grommets which weaken the fabric and it

1S often impractical to replace rusted or corroded grommets.
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present 1invention is a two-piece clip using a wedge/angle principle. A
tapered wedge and a corresponding angled cavity comprise the two parts of the clip.
The material to be secured 1s placed on either broad surface of the wedge and then
inserted into the cavity of the body of the clip. In one version the wedge is held in
place by tension on a rope which is placed through a hole in the wedge, then through a
hole in the body of the clip. A knot or clamp on the rope at the wedge end prevents it
from being pulled through.

In an alternate version, a raised ridge on the wedge locks into a corresponding
indentation in the body of the clip. An extended tab with a hole at the rear surface of

the clip provides a fastening method.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Fig. 1 1s a perspective view of the wedge clip and rope;

Fig. 2 1s a side view showing the position of the material to be held:

Fig. 3 1s a front view showing the position of the holes:

Fig. 4 1s an end view showing tabs for easy removal;

Fig. 5 1s a top view of the clip and wedge;

Fig. 6 1s a perspective view of view of the alternate version equipped with
locking ridge, indentation and fastening tab;

Fig. 7 shows the wedge fully seated into the body of the clip; and

Fig. 8A, 8B, 9A, 9B are alternates for design purposes only.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Fig. 2 shows the clip 10 with the rope 14 in position through the hole 11 and
through the hole 13 (See Fig. 3) in the wedge 12 and knotted 15 to prevent it from
being pulled through. The material 16 to be secured is in position. Holding clip 10
and material 16 stationary, a pull is exerted on the rope 14 away from the clip 10
drawing the wedge 12 into the angled cavity, firmly securing the material 16. In fact,

the harder the pull on the rope 14, the firmer the grasp on the fabric 16.
Figure 4 views the wedge 12 from the narrow end showing the extended tabs

17 to facilitate easy removal.

Figure 5 shows a top view of the clip 10 and wedge 12 with extended tabs 17.

Fig. 6 depicts the alternate version, which has an added ridge 18 on the wedge
12 and a corresponding indentation 19 on the inner surface of the clip 10. This ridge
18 and indent 19 locks the assembly in place making tension on a rope unnecessary.
This version 1s equipped with a tab 20 for mounting.

Fig. 7 shows the wedge 12 fully seated into the body of the clip 10.

Fig. 8A 1s a perspective view of an alternate design to conserve manufacturing
material.

Fig. 8B 1s a side view of an alternate design

Fig. 9A 1s a perspective view of an alternate design.

Fig. 9B 1s a side view of an alternate design.
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I CLAIM:

1. A two piece clip assembly comprising a one-piece body having an
angled cavity with laterally open sides, a one-piece angled wedge to be inserted 1nto
said angled cavity of the body of the clip, the wedge and clip body each having a hole
through which a length of rope 1s threaded and ties, so that as tension 1s applied to the

5  rope, the wedge becomes more firmly seated in said body of the clip.

2. The clip assembly of claim 1, wherein a rod is substituted for said
rope.

3. The clip assembly of claim 1, wherein said wedge has a ridge, and said
angled surface of said body of said clip has a corresponding indentation, said ridge
and indent providing a snap-fit interlock function in order to decrease the reliance of
the tension on said rope.

4 The clip assembly of claim 1, wherein a mounting tab i1s molded at the
rear of said body of said clip.

5. The clip assembly of claim 1, wherein said wedge 1s of a reduced
dimension to allow for holding material of increased thickness.

6. The clip assembly of claim 1 wherein said body and said wedge are
fabricated from a plastic compound.

7. The clip assembly of claim 1, wherein said body and said wedge are
fabricated of metal.

8. A two-piece clip assembly for holding sheet material comprising a
one-piece body having an angled cavity with laterally open sides, a one-piece angled
wedge fitting in said angled cavity of said body, said wedge and said body having
aligned holes therein through which a single strand of rope 1s threaded and tied at one

5 end, so that when tension is applied to said rope, said wedge becomes more firmly
seated in said body of the clip, and a sheet of material held between said body and
said wedge.

0. The two-piece clip assembly of claim 2 wherein said wedge has a
width greater than the width of said body between said open sides for facilitating
gripping of said wedge for removal purposes.

10. The two-piece clip assembly of claim 9 wherein said body has an
indentation, and said wedge has a protrusion for snap-fitting in said indentation for

releasably holding said wedge and body together.
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