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This invention relates to a novel carton for use in the 
display and retail sale of food items and other items 
which may be readily broken, bruised or otherwise 
damaged by being handled. ... -- v. 

More particularly, it is an object of the present in 
vention to provide a carton of novel construction which 
may be inexpensively manufactured and which is accord 
ingly intended to be disposable. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a 

carton which will effectively close and protect the con 
tents thereof and which is readily separable into halves 
to provide two separate containers or cartons, each capa 
ble of completely enclosing its contents and which may 
be sold separately. 

Various other objects and advantages of the invention 
will hereinafter become more fully apparent from the 
following description of the drawing, illustrating a pres 
ently preferred embodiment thereof, and wherein: 

Figure 1 is a top plan view showing the complete 
carton closed; 

Figure 2 is a cross sectional view of the closed carton, 
taken Substantially along a plane as indicated by the 
line 2-2 of Figure 1, and 

Figure 3 is an enlarged top plan view, partly broken 
away, showing the carton open. 

Referring more specifically to the drawing, the carton 
in its entirety and comprising the invention is designated 
generally 5 and is adapted to be formed of cardboard 
or other inexpensive material and includes a base or 
bottom Section, designated generally 6, which is elon 
gated and of generally rectangular shape and which 
preferably includes twelve individual upwardly opening 
recesses or pockets 7 which are formed therein in any 
conventional manner, and which includes two corre 
sponding longitudinal rows of said recesses or pockets 
7. The individual pockets 7 each includes a bottom 8, 
as best seen in Figure 2, having an upwardly offset 
central portion 9 for cushioning an item supported 
thereon. Each pocket 7 includes surrounding walls 0 
which extend upwardly in diverging relation to one an 
other from the bottom 8. The walls 10 provide two ply 
Spaced cushioning walls between adjacent cells or pockets 
7. The bottom section 6 has side flanges i and end 
fanges 2. Said bottom section 6 has an elongated 
slot 3 extending through the top portions of adjacent 
walls 9 and between the longitudinal rows of recesses 
or cells 7. The slot 3 terminates adjacent the two end 
fanges 12. 
The carton 5 includes two corresponding cover sec 

tions, each designated generally 4, and each including 
an outer longitudinal flange 15. Said flanges 5 form 
integral extensions of the side flanges 11 and are joined 
thereto by weakened fold portions 16, on which the 
cover sections 4 hinge for Swinging movement from 
closed positions above the two longitudinal halves of 
the bottom section 6, to open extended positions, sub 
stantially coplanar with and outwardly with respect to 
the base section 6. Said outer flanges 5 are disposed 
above and rest on the side flanges 11, as seen in Figure 
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2, when the cover sections 14 are in closed positions. 
The cover sections 14 each includes an upwardly and 
inwardly inclined outer side wall 17 and upwardly and 
inwardly inclined end walls 8 and corners 49. The top 
sections 4 are provided with end flanges 20 and 21 
which extend outwardly, from the end walls 18 and 
corners 59, respectively, and which rest upon the end 
fanges 2 when the cover sections 4 are in closed 
positions, as seen in Figures 1 and 2. Each cover sec 
tion has a substantially flat top wall 22, which is disposed 
a substantial distance above the bottom section 6 when 
the cover sections 14 are in closed positions. Each 
cover section 14 also has an inner side wall 23 which 
extends downwardly to the level of the flanges 20. Said 
inner side walls 23 are provided with integral extensions 
or tongues. 24 each of which is of a length slightly less 
than the length of the slot 13. When the cover sections 
i4 are in closed positions, the inner side walls 23 are 
disposed in adjacent substantially parallel relation to one 
another as are the tongues 24, and said tongues extend 
downwardly into and through the slot 3 and terminate 
above and adjacent the level of the bottoms 8 of the 
cells 7. Thus, the two longitudinal halves of the carton 
5 are separated by portions of the inner longitudinal 
walls 18 and by the inner side walls 23 and tongues 24. 
Further, the transverse walls 0 of the cells 7 combine 
with the cover sections 4 for separating the lower parts 
of the individual cells 7 of each longitudinal half of the 
bottom section 6. The carton 5 as illustrated is intended 
to contain a dozen eggs, not shown, one of which is 
contained within each of the cells 7 and in the portion 
of the closed cover section 4 disposed immediately 
thereabove. However, it will be apparent that the shape 
and size of the cells or recesses 7 may be varied to 
accommodate other articles such as various fruits pack 
aged for retail sale. It will also be apparent that the 
number of cells or recesses 7 in each half of the botton 
section 6 may obviously be varied and that the carton 5 
may likewise vary in length and width. 
The top walls 22 of the cover sections may be provided 

with elongated openings 25 through which the contents 
of the individual cells 7 may be viewed. Strips of trans 
parent material 26 forming windows may be secured 
to the undersides of the top walls 22 for closing said 
openings 25 and the contents of the two carton halves 
may then be viewed through said windows 26 and the 
openings 25. 

it will be noted that the two longitudinal halves of 
the closed carton S are joined only by the end portions 
27 of the bottom section 6 which are disposed in align 
ment with thesiot 13. Accordingly, said end portions 
may be cut or torn to divide the carton 5 into two 
longitudinal halves each having a cover 4 and which 
carton halves may be sold separately. 

Thus, a carton 5 has been provided of extremely simple 
construction which may be very economically manufac 
tured and sold, which will protect the contents thereof, 
which will permit inspection of the contents while con 
pletely enclosed in the carton, and which carton may 
be readily separated into longitudinal halves each having 
a hinged cover or closure. 

Various other modifications and changes are contem 
plated and may obviously be resorted to, without de 
parting from the spirit or scope of the invention as here 
inafter defined by the appended claims. 

claim as my invention: 
1. A carton of the character described comprising a 

bottom section having a plurality of upwardly opening 
article containing recesses or cells including two aligned 
longitudinal rows of cells, said botton section having 
longitudinal side fanges and being provided with a longi 
tudinal slot disposed midway of said side flanges between 
the recesses, or cells located adjacent each of Said side 
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flanges, and a pair of cover sections, said cover sections 
having outer side portions hingedly connected to said 
side flanges, said cover sections being disposed above 
longitudinai halves of the bottom section when in closed 
positions 3:nd including adjacently disposed inner side 
walls extending upwardly fronn said bottom section, said 
adjacently disposed side walls having depending tongues 
extending downwardly through the slot of the botton 
Section for retaining the cover sections in closed posi 
tions and for cooperating with said inner side walls to 
divide the carton into iongitudinal halves, said slot ex 
teading to adjacent the ends of the bottom section and 
being dispcsed above the level of the bottoms of the 
cells, and said bottom section having end portions dis 
posed in alignment with said slot and which are readily 
Severable for dividing the carton into corresponding 
halves each provided with a cover. 

2. A carton of the character described comprising an 
elongated bottom section having two longitudinally ex 
tending transversely spaced rows of upwardly opening 
article receiving cells having substantially coplanar bot 
ions, Said carton including a pair of cover sections, said 
cover Sections having remote outer edge portions hinged 
ly connected to said longitudinal edges of the bottom 
section ywhereby said cover sections are swingable rela 
tively to the bottom section outwardly and away from 
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one another from closed positions above the two longi 
tudinal halves of the bottom section to open positions, 
Said cover Sections including inner adjacently disposed 
side walls 2xtending upwardly from the bottom section, 
in the closed positions of said cover sections, for sepa 
irating the carton into complementary longitudinal halves, 
said bottom: section having a longitudinally extending 
medial porticin extending from end to end thereof and 
disposed above the level of the cell bottoms, said medial 
portion having a slot extending substantially from end 
to end thereof, said inner walls of the cover sections 
having depending tongues extending downwardly through 
said slots for retaining the cover sections in closed 
positions. 

3. A carton as in claim 2, and said medial portion 
having readily severable end portions disposed beyond 
the ends of and in alignment with said slot for dividing 
the car into longitudinal halves each having a hinged 
COV€r. 
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