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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, Groree WAsHINGTON
Pzrice and Avserr Hexry Orrox, citizens of
the United States, residing at B poklyn, in

5 the county of Kmﬁs, State of New iork

have invented a new and useful Means for
Accelerating Traffic, of which the following
is a spemﬁcatlon.
A This invention relates tc means for. han- :
10 dling traffic and more pdrtlcularly to im-
provements in roadways and the like to in-
crease the traffice-handling capacity thereof.

A feature of the invention consists in the
provision of a plurality of superposed levels

15 in a section of the roadway and of a shifi-
able section or table at one or both ends to
connect the single-level portions of the road-
way with any one of the superposed levels
at will. The term roadway may refér either

20 to 2 highway or to a railroad.

According to one form of the invention,
one of two 1'0dd\'ays crossing at grade may
be provided with an additional Tevel with
a sufficient clearance between 1t and the

25 main roadway for the vehicles to be accom-
modated and with shiftable sections or tables
- which may serve as parts of the main road-
way or may be shifted into connection with
the additional level so that traffic may be

30 directed along the additional level and car-
ried past-the other roadway without inter-
ference with the traffic on the latter,

According to.another form of the inven-
tion. superposed tracks and platforms may

35 be provided at railroad stations or the like

Land also shiftable tables to cooperate with
the track on any one of said levels to ennnect
it with single-level tracks at one or both
ends of the ‘station. By this arrangement i{
is made possible to handle more trains at the
station, and to enable one train fo.pass an-
other without taking up any more room lat-
erally than wounld be done by a single track.

Other fe‘ltureq and advantages will here-
inafter appear '

In the ac mmpanymn drawings,

Figure 1 is a view,partly in section, show-
ing the inv ention applied to one of two road-
ways at a crossing, the movable tables being
lowered to direct traffic under the cross read-
way. L

Figure 2 is 2 view similar to Figure 1 but
showing the complete crossing.

Figure 8 is a view illustrating the inven-

40

45

f

50

table 5, pos sittoned ¢
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tlon as. applied to a railroad stsfion having
tracks on diferent levels.

In Figure 1 are shown ¢ ?w } boundi
the wndwavs and car fracks g rondw

3 crossing a second read
order that rush-ho
tinuwously along
provided with sh
at convenient dlbbiln("is fmm (m\l on m))
site sides of roadway 3 and so'mounted th
when desived, they may be shif L(m
theu positions flush with roadway. 4 to the
positions shown in Figure 1 to divert trafiic
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to the lower level or supplementary roadway
6.

This enables through traffic on both read-
ys to be cdrried on without interference.
Inasmuch as the tables 5 take up only part
of the width of the roadway 4 vehicles mayv
be turned from one roadway into rhu other
when desired.
Preferably the tables !
Figure 1, pivoted at thei

e, us indicated in
outer ends ndja-
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i

cent the level of the main roadway 4. This
showing is, however, merely iHlustrative and

the changing of the level in use may be of
fected in any suitable manne
rangement’ of levels may a‘is() h‘e el
To shift the tables use may be mude

able mechanism operated by electric, hy
draudic, or other power. 1lse mayv also be

mude of counterweights.

In Lligare 3. the invention s illustrated
as applied to a railroad or subway station
having upper and fower p attorms & and Y
agsociated with upper and lower tracks or

levels 10 and 6, rvespectively., Shiftable
tables 5 enable tvrains on 41 o loud
and unload at either of the platforms, thus

rendering it possil )le to nznuhe a grenter

amount of traflic than would otherwise be
possible.

This form of thc invention may be us ml
as follows: Assume that a fraln frow the

left (Figure 3) has been directed by

left hand in}ie 5 to the frack or level 4.
While m> train on the lower level 18 b -
unioaded and loaded, the left ha ml tabl
may be swung fo ils upper i
shown in Mﬂum 3, and the
run in on {qu] 10.
ain is being unloaded and
train mav bc run oub ove:
: 1 as %"\rm
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Toft

may
seeon]

I

4
(133

This aperation.ms

the

i

L]

66

n

O

b

70

fais)
fsa ¥

fo)
o




<t

-10

20

35

o

or the tables may be hifted for other pur-
poses such, for example, as to enable one
frain to pass another.

Variations may be resorted to within the
scope of the invention, and portions of the
improvements may be used without others.

Having thus described our inveution, we
claim ,

1. The combination with two single-Jevel
roadway sections, of an intermediate two-
Jevel section and tables at the ends of the
intermediate section chiftable to connect the
single-level cections to either the upper ot
the lower level of the intermediatey section.

9. The combination with two single-level
cections of a roadway, of an intermediate
section having two lovels, one of which is
Jevel with the single-level sections, and ta-
bles at the ends of the intermediate section
shiftable to connect the single-level sections
to either the upper or the lower level of
the intermediate section. '

3. The combination with two single-level
roadway sections. of an intermediate two-
level section. the upper of the two levels be-
ing level with the single-level section at one
end of the intermediate sectign, and tables
at the ends of the intermediate section shift-
able to connect the single-level gections to
either the upper or the lower level of the
intermediate section. '

4 The combination with two single-level
roadway _sections, of an intermediate two-
level section,.esch of said single-level sec-
tions being level with one of the levels of
the two-level cections, and tables at the ends

1,442,360

of the intermediate section shiftable to con-
nect the single-level coctions to either the
upper or the Jower level of the intermedinte
section.

5. The combination with a roadway, of =
second roadway crossing the first at grade
and having an additional level at the cress-
ing, traffic-shifters, one at each end of the
additional level, shiftable to positions fush
with the main portion of the second road-
way or to positions to connect the ends of
the additional level to the main portion of
the second roadway to cause trafiic on the
second roadway to Cross the first roadway
put at a different level.

6. The combination with 2 roadway, of 2
second roadwal crossing -the first at grade
and having an additional level at the cross-
ing, and tables at the-ends of the additional
level hinged at their outer ends adjacent
the surface of the second roadway to be
swung into position to direct traffic on the
second roadway across the first roadway at
grade or into position to cross along the ad-
ditional level. '

7. The combination with & single-level
roadway, of a two-level exteusion thersof,
and a shiftable table between said roadway
and said extension and mounted for move-
ment tu @ position o connect the single-
Jevel roadway with the upper fevel or to0
anobher position to connect the single-tevel
roadway with the lower level.

GLORGE WASHINGTON PRICL.
ALBERT HENRY ORR( YKL

S0

50

[



