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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, James M. BurcHzr, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Chicago, in the county of Cook and State
of Illinois, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Can-Openers, of

“which the following is a description, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying draw-

ings, which form a part of my specifica-
tion.

My invention relates to a device whereby
the top or end of a hermetically sealed can
may be provided with suitable perforations
or openings which will permit the contents
to be poured therefrom; while at the same
time providing a device which will act as
a lid or seal for said openings, when fur-
pouring of the contents
is no longer desired.

My invention relates more particularly to
a device for use in connection with hermeti-
cally sealed tin cans containing liquids, such
as condensed milk and the like, which can
be readily poured from the can through a
suitable sized opening without necessitating
the entire removal of the can-top or end:
the device being so formed as to not only
provide a suitable opening for the passage
of the liquid from the can, but also provide
one or more openings sufficient to allow the
air to enter and thus permit a ready flow of
the contents from the can through the first
mentioned or pouring opening. )

One object of my invention is to provide
a construction of the character mentioned
which will be simple and inexpensive to
manufacture and which will form such re-
lation with the can on which it is used that
the device will automatically lock itself in
place and act as a suitable 1id or cover for
the perforations made by it in the can-top
and at the same time provide a suitable
grasp or holder whereby easy manipula-
tion and handling of the can and device
during pouring operation is made possible.

The objects and advantages of my inven-
tion will be more readily comprehended
from the detailed description of the accom-
panying drawing, wherein:—

Figure 1 is a plan view of a blank of sheet
metal cut to provide my improved opener.

Fig. 2 is a bottom perspective view of the
opener stamped or bent into final form.

Fig. 8 illustrates, in perspective, the appli-
cation of my improved opener to the end or
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top of a can after forcing the ‘device into '

can perforating position.

Fig. 4 is a partial side and sectional view
of my improved opener shown applied to a .

can; being shown in -full lines in closing or
sealing position and in dotted lines.in open
or_pouring position, - C

My invention relates to a can opener

whereby hermetically sealed cans may - be -

provided with suitable apertures or perfo-

rations to permit the pouring of the liquid-

contents therethrough, while at the same
time providing a device which will act as a
lid or seal for the perforations when the
can is not in use and in the particular exem-

plification of the invention as disclosed in

the drawing, it consists of a suitable blank
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of sheet metal preferably cut so as to pro- -

vide a substantially recfangular body por-
- tion 10 provided at one end with preferably
two spaced extensions 11, 11, intermediate
of which is provided a pointed extension 12
of less length than the extensions 11. The
opposite end of the blank in its preferred
form is provided with two spaced exten-
sions 18, 13 preferably adjacent the sides
and in longitudinal alinement with the lon-
“gitudinal edges of the main portion of the
blank.
13, 13 is an-extension 14 of greater length
than the two extensions 13.

The extensions 11, 11 are intended to be
bent substantially at right angles to the
main portion of the blank 10; info the posi-
tion indicated in Fig. 8 so as to engage
with the side of the can 15 when the device
is in use; and in order to obviate the neces-
sity of providing the extensions 11, 11 with
a transverse curvature corresponding with
the curvature of the side of the can, I prefer
to form the extensions 11 at points slightly
within the planes of the longitudinal edges
of the main portion of the blank 10 as clearly
shown in Fig. 1. o

‘The extension 12 is V-shape so as to_pro-
vide a suitable sharp point adapted to
puncture the top or end of the can 15 and

provide an opening of sufficient size; it be--

ing understood, of course, that the pointed
extension 12 is also' bent substantially at
right angles to the main portion of the blank

10 in a’ direction,similar to that of the ex-

tensions 11, 11. o -
The extensions or lugs 13, 13 at the op-
posite end of the blapk have their sides
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which are disposed in longitudinal aline-

" ment with the sides of the main portion of
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the blank each provided with a notch or
cut-away portion as at 16, thereby providing
each extension 13 with a shoulder 17,see Fig.
1. The extensions 13, 13 are also intended
to be bent substantially at right angles to
the main portion of the blank 10 and in
a direction similar to the direction in which
the extensions at the opposite end of the
blank ave bent; the extensions 11, 11 and
12 being preferably bent along the dotted
line indicated at 18 in Fig. 1, while the
extensions 13, 13 and 14 are preferably bent
along the dotted line indicated at 19 in Fig.
1, namely at a point intermediate of the
ends of the cut-out or notched portions 16
so that the shoulder 17 will normally extend
flush with the perforations in the can-top.
The ends of extensions 13, 13 are likewise
made pointed as indicated in TFig. 1 to en-
able said extensions to penetrate and per-
forate the top or end of the can 15 in the
manner indicated in Figs. 3 and 4.

The extension 14 may be given any de-
sired configuration, terminating preferably
in a substantially circular portion and it
is preferably bent in a direction opposite
to the other extensions, for example at an
obtuse angle to the main portion of the
blank, as shown in Fig. 3. The extension
14 is intended to provide a suitable grasp
or handle for the device which will enable

- the user to tilt the opener into the position
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shown in dotted lines in Fig. 4 by slight
downward pressure against extension 14, at
which time the extensions 13, 13 will con-
stitute the pivotal or fulerum points for the
device, as is clearly evident from the illus-
tration in Fig. 4. The extensions 13, 13 are
formed with the cut-out portions or notches
16 in order to’ provide suitable air-admit-
ting openings in the can-top or end whereby

* sufficient air will be permitted to enter the
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can when the device is tilted into the posi-
tion-indicated in dotted lines, Fig. 4, namely
into the pouring position when the can is
alsotilted and the puncturing extension or lug
12 withdrawn from its perforation in the
can-top. The shoulders 17, formed on the

‘extensions 13, will substantially close. the

perforations in the can-top formed by said
extensions when the device is in normal
position, namely flush with the can-top as
shown in Tig.” 8, thereby preventing the

~ ingress of dirt, insects and the like, while
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the perforations produced by extension 12
will, of course, be substantially closed by
said extension.

It is evident from the construction shown
and described, that the extensions 13, 13 will
prevent the accidental removal of the device
from the car. top when said device has been
tilted into pouring position indicated in
Fig. 4, because the extensions 13 will then
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be disposed to one side of the perforations
produced thereby and will therefore occupy
a position beneath the can-top as indicated
in dotted lines in Fig. 4.

The. extension or grasp portion 14 may
be provided with a suitable aperture, as at

-0, whereby the device may be suspended

when not in use. . ,

My improved device or can opener is not
only made from a single blank of sheet
metal, but it may be formed in two opera-
tions, namely first stamping or cutting the
blank into the shape shown in Fig. 1 and
then subjecting it to a press or former where-
by the extensions are bent into the positions
shown and described. The device enables
can-top to be readily opened upon placing
the device in position with the extensions or

Tugs 11 overlapping the side of the can and

then applying sufficient pressure on the de-
vice to induce the pointed extensions or lugs
12 and 13 to puncture the can-top or end as
shown; the lug or extension 12 completely
filling - and therefore substantially gealing
the perforation produced thereby when the
device is left in position on top of the can,
while the shoulders 17 of the extensions 13
will be flush with the lower side of the can-
top and thus seal the openings produced
thereby when the device is dropped down
into the position shown in Fig. 8. The tilt-
ing of the device by pressure on the exten-
sion 14 causes the shoulders of lugs or ex-
tensions 13 to be moved away from beneath
the perforations formed by said extensions,
a distance sufficient to permit proper admis-
sion of air and thus enable a flow of the
liquid contents from the can through the
perforation produced by the extension or
lug 12. My improved device therefore not
only is adapted to properly;open hermeti-
cally sealed cans, but the device at the same
time acts as a cover or lid for the perforated
can-top when left ‘in place, as shown in
Figs. 8 and 4. :

T have shown and described what I be-
lieve to be the simplest and best adaptation
of my invention, but modifications may be

made in certain details of construction with-

out, however, departing from the spirit of
my invention. :
What I claim is:—

- 1. A device of the character described,
comprising a single blank of sheet metal,
one end whereof, adjacent opposite longi-
tudinal sides of the blank, is provided with
a pair of integral extensions, bent at an
angle to the main portion, adapted to en-
oage with the sides of the can and with an

integral intermediate perforating extension

adapted to penetrate the can-top, while the
opposite end of said blank adjacent opposite
longitudinal sides is provided with a pair of
integral pointed extensions, the outer longi-
tudinal edges of said extensions being each
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provided with a notch or cut away portion

to provide air-inlets when the device is in
a tilted position, said extensions being bent
at an angle to the main portion of the blank
in a direction similar to the extensions at
the opposite end of said blank and at a point
adjacent to one end of said notches or cut-
away portions, and an extension intermedi-
ate of the said last mentioned extensions
bent in a direction opposite to said exten-
stons to constitute a handle portion.

2. As an article of manufacture, a rec-
tangular flat blank of sheet metal provided
at one end with integral extensions consti-
tuting can-side engaging and can-penetrat-
ing portions, while the other end is provided

with integral extensions constituting can- -
penetrating and handle portions, the can-'

8

penetrating portions of the last mentioned
extensions and all of the first mentioned ex-
tensions being bent toward one side of the
blank while the handle portion of the last
mentioned extensions is bent toward the
other side of the blank, the outer longitudi-
nal edges of the blank adjacent the can-
penetrating portions of the second men-
tioned extensions being cut away longitudi-
nally to provide air-admitting passages
when the device is tilted about said can-
penetrating portions and to provide sealing
shoulders when said device lies flush with

JAMES M. BUTCHER.

‘the can-top.

Witnesses:
G. Hemmaxn,
F. A, FroreLL.
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