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Description

Backaround of invention

This invention pertains to sealed documents. In
particular the invention pertains to sheets constitut-
ing a message or other information recording sheet
which sheet may be folded and sealed to form a
sealed document. It is known to provide a construc-
tion of letter paper capable of being folded and
sealed to provide a foldable mailer containing a com-
bined message sheet and envelope to enable the
foldable mailer to be despatched by post. Such con-
structions are shown in British Specification no 753
929, US Specifications Nos 3 523 638, and 1 307
421 and German Specification no 67 753.

It is also known to provide record keeping sys-
tems (US Specification No 4 153 277) including a
master ledger sheet and a multiple sheet label as-
sembly with adhesive backing and the label assem-
bly includes a flap so that the flap can be secured to
the back of the master ledger sheet.

Also US Specification No 4 576 399 discloses a
three panel code sheet with one of the panels hav-
ing extended edges with adhesive and protective
covering strips.

Also US Specification No 3 143 279 discloses a
combined envelope and statement form but the doc-
ument does not refer to reusable adhesive but the
form includes three transverse foldlines for folding
the sheet into four substantially equal parts in addi-
tion to the fold line adjacent a sealing flap and the
adhesive is positioned for securing the four parts.

It is often desirable to provide a way to provide
information on a simple sheet of paper or the like
and have a self-contained means to seal the docu-
ment without having a letter construction including
envelope parts. Moreover, it is also desirable to
have the sheets readily available, as in the form of
a pad of the sheets.

Objects of Invention

Therefore, it is an object of this invention to pro-
vide a sheet, and a pad of sheets, that may be rapid-
ly sealed by self-contained means to be sealed
along at least one edge, or along all edges.

The invention may be best understood by refer-
ence to illustrative embodiments, which will be de-
scribed by way of example with reference to the ac-
companying drawings.

Description of Drawings

Fig 1 shows one surface of a sheet of material for
the invention.

Fig 2 shows the reverse side of the sheet of Fig 1.

Fig 3 shows the sheet of Fig 1 after a first fold.

Fig 4 shows the sheet of Fig 1 after a second fold.

FIG. 5 shows a sheet prepared for a second em-
bodiment of the invention.

FIG. 6 shows the sheet of FIG. 5 after a first
fold.

FIG. 7 shows the sheet of FIG. 6 after a second
fold.
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" FIG. 8 shows a set of sheets prepared for still
another embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 9 shows the sheets of FIG. 8 after an initial
folding operation.

Detailed Description of llustrative Embodiments

In FIG. 1 reference character 10 designates a
sheet of paper or like material on the surface 12 of
which a message or other information may be re-
corded. Sheet 10 has fop edge 14, bottom edge 18,
right side edge 18 and left side edge 20. Side 12 also
has indicia marks 22 for a purpose described below.

The opposite side 24 of sheet 10 is shown in FIG.
2. A strip of reusable or releasable adhesive 26
(hereafter, "reusable”) is provided along edge 14 of
side 24. Reusable adhesives are well known in the
art. Spaces also are provided for “To" and "From"
information at positions 28 and 30 on side 24.

For purposes of creating a sealed document the
user, facing side 12, folds the document aiong fold
line 32 (FIG. 3) which could be perforated to facili-
tate folding at the proper place. When folded, edge
14 is placed at the indicia marks 22, The user then
folds the document along fold line 34 (FIG. 4) at the
indicia marks to place the area between the fold line
34 and edge 16 over the adhesive strip 26. Press-
ing the parts together secures the folded document.

The document may be opened simply by peeling
apart the areas held by the reusable adhesive. A
perforation line 35 (FIGS. 1-3) may be located at the
inner edge of the adhesive strip at allow the user to
remove the adhesive or fold the adhesive strip
over to eliminate the exposed adhesive surface.
The exposed strip would not be desirable if the docu-
ment was filed.

If more security is desired the configuration of
reusable adhesive areas shown in FIG. 5 may be
used. Here side 24 of sheet 10 not only has strip 26
but also strips 36, 38, 40 and 42 of reusable adhe-
sive. "To" and "From" spaces also are provided at
the locations 44 and 46.

in use the sheet 10 of FIG. 5, which has a side 12
like that of FIG. 1, is folded over and secured by
strip 26 of adhesive as was the case in FIGS. 1-4.
Adhesive strip 26 is now covered, but the other ad-
hesive strips 36, 38, 40 and 42 appear as shown in
FIG. 6. Now a third fold is accomplished by the us-
er, along a line indicated by chain line 48, to bring
the adhesive strips together, and provide the docu-
ment shown in FIG. 7. In this way the document is
sealed slong all four edges. It may be opened by
peeling the sealed areas apart.

Adhesive may exist along all of the edges as
shown in FIG. 6 to bring adhesive on two surfaces
together for added strength. However, one coat of
adhesive will do, in which case only one-half of
strips 40 and 42 need by used, and only one of
strips 36 and 38. Indeed, if the manufacturer feels
it can save on adhesive and remain competitive, on-
ly spots of adhesive are necessary.

In another embodiment of the invention the sheet
10 may be one of a number of such sheets, with car-
bon paper (not shown) or carbonless transfer mate-
rials between them for making multiple copies of a
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given message. For example, these could be of the
"To/From/Reply" memo format. The sheets would be
held together by the adhesive strips 26. A set of
three such sheets, here 10a, 10b and 10c¢, are shown
in FIG. 8, already once folded as the single sheet as
shown in FIG. 3 has been folded.

In order to seal the set of sheets (FIG. 8) the bot-
tom edges 16 of sheets 10a and 10b are folded under
edges 14 of the three sheets as shown in FIG. 9,
leaving the edge 16 of sheet 10c to be folded over to
be secured to the adhesive strip 26 of sheet 10c, in
the manner shown in FIG. 4.

The multiple sheet set of FIG. 9 may also be pro-
vided with the additional adhesive area (FIGS. 5-7)
and again folded, as explained in connection with
FIGS.8and 7.

Upon reading the foregoing descriptions of illus-
trative embodiments many other embodiments will oc-
cur to the reader. Therefore, the scope of the in-
vention is to be determined from the appended
claims.

Claims

1. A rectangular sheet (10) of foidable information
receivable material to serve as a sheet constituting
a message or other information record surface (12)
having a strip of adhesive (26) along one side of the
sheet (10) and an area on the other side of the sheet
on which information may be recorded and the sheet
{10) being divided into two parts comprising,

a first part including the top edge (14) with the

strip of adhesive (26) applied thereto, a second

part limited by the bottom edge (16) and a fold line

(34) to constitute a fold over flap,

the first part being foldable about a second fold

line (32) to close the sheet with the information

within the folded sheet,

characterised in that the strip of adhesive (26) is
of the reusable adhesive kind and is positioned
along the top edge (14) of the sheet (10) and in that
indica (22) is placed on the said other side and adja-
cent the bottom edge (16) of the sheet (10) opposite
from the edge bearing the strip of adhesive (26),
the indica (22) being placed from the edge (16) of the
sheet a distance substantially equal to the width of
the strip of adhesive (26) and defining the fold line
(22) whereby the second part of the sheet may be
folded to place the side beaing the message or other
information inside the second fold and the edge (14)
at which the adhesive is applied is brought to the in-
dica (22) whereupon the second part of the sheet
may be folded over the adhesive to close the folded
sheet.

2. A sheet of material as in claim 1 characterised
in that a line of perforations (35) Is provided along
the inner edge of the adhesive strip (26) to facilitate
folding over or eliminating the adhesive strip (26)
after the folded sheet has been opened.

3. A sheet of material as claimed in claim 1 or 2
characterised in that at least one sheet (10a) is plied
on top thereof, whereby the set of sheets (10) may
be folded and affixed by folding the margins of the
additional sheet (10a) or sheets (10a, 10b, 10c) to un-
derlie the edge (14) of the bottom sheet after the
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fold, whereby the adhesive strip retains the folded
set together.

4, A sheet of material as claimed in ¢laim 1, 2 or 3
characterised in that additional strips of adhesive
(38, 38, 40, 42) are provided on said one side of the
sheet so placed that after the second fold the sheet
may be folded a third time along a fold line (48) at
right angles to the first fold line leaving the addition-
al adhesive (36, 38, 40, 42) within the thrice folded
sheet so that all four edges of the thusly folded
sheet are affixed together.

Patentanspriiche

1. Rechteckiges Blatt (10) aus faltbarem, zur Auf-
zeichnung von Informationen geeignetem Werk-
stoff, das als Blatt dient, welches eine Aufzeich-
nungsflache (12) fur Mitteilungen oder andere In-
formationen bildet, welches einen Klebstoffstreifen
(26) entlang einer Seite des Blattes (10) und einen
Bereich auf der anderen Seite des Blattes hat, auf
dem Informationen aufgezeichnet werden kdnnen,
dabei das Blatt (10) in zwei Abschnitte unterteilt ist,
von denen der erste Abschniitt den oberen Rand
(14) mit dem darauf aufgetragenen Klebstoffstrei-
fen (26) umfaBt, ein zweiter Abschnitt vom unteren
Rand (16) und einer Falzlinie (34) begrenzt ist, der-
art, daB er eine Umlegeklappe bildet, wobei der er-
ste Abschnitt an einer zweiten Falzlinie (32) so um-
klappbar ist, daB das Blait geschlossen wird, wobei
die Informationen sich innerhalb des geschlossenen
Blattes befinden, dadurch gekennzeichnet, daf der
Kiebstoffstreifen (26) vom wiederanwendbaren
Klebstoff-Typ ist und entlang dem oberen Rand (14)
des Blattes (10) angeordnet ist, und daB Marken
(22) auf der anderen Seite und in der Néhe des un-
teren Randes (16) des Blattes (10), der dem den Kieb-
stoffstreifen (26) tragenden Rand gegeniiberliegt,
angeordnet sind, wobei die Marken (22) vom Rand
(16) des Blattes einen Abstand haben, der zumin-
dest anndhernd gleich ist der Breite des Klebstoff-
streifens (26), und die Falzlinie (22) definieren, der-
art, daB der zweite Abschnitt des Blattes so umge-
klappt werden kann, daB die die Mitteilung oder
andere Informationen tragende Seite auf die Innen-
seite der Faltung kommt und der Rand (14), auf den
der Kiebstoff aufgetragen ist, zu den Marken (22)
gebracht wird, woraufhin der zweite Abschnitt des
Blattes zum SchlieBen des gefalteten Blattes auf
den Klebstoff umgelegt werden kann.

2. Werkstofiblatt nach Anspruch 1, dadurch ge-
kennzeichnet, daB3 entlang dem inneren Rand des
Klebstoffstreifens (26) eine Perforierungslinie (35)
vorgesehen ist, die nach dem Offnen des gefalte-
ten Blatites das Umklappen oder Entfernen des
Klebstoffstreifens (26) erleichtert.

3. Werkstoffblatt nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, da-
durch gekennzeichnet, daB auf es wenigsiens ein
Blatt (10a) aufgelegt ist, derart, daB8 der Satz Blatter
(10) auf die Weise gefaltet und befestigt werden
kann, daB die Randabschnitte des/der zusétzlichen
Blattes (10a)/Blatter (10a, 10b, 10c) unter den Rand
(14) des nach dem Falten unteren Blattes umge-
klappt werden, derart, daf3 der Klebstoffstreifen
den gefalteten Satz zusammenhait.
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4. Werkstoffblatt nach Anspruch 1, 2 oder 3, da-
durch gekennzeichnet, daB auf der einen Seite des
Blattes zusétzliche Klebstoffsireifen (36, 38, 40,
42) an solchen Stellen angeordnet sind, daB das
Blatt nach der zweiten Faltung ein drittes Mal an ei-
ner zur ersten Falzlinie rechtwinkligen Falziinie (48)
gefaltet werden kann, wobei der zusatzliche Kleb-
stoff (36, 38, 40, 42) auf der Innenseite des drei-
fach gefalteten Blaties verbleibt, so daB alle vier
Rénder des so gefalteten Blattes aneinander befe-
stigt sind.

Revendications

1. Feuille rectangulaire (10) en matériau apte & re-
cevoir une information et pouvant étre pliée afin
d'étre utilisée comme feuille constituant un message
ou autre surface (12) d'enregistrement d'informa-
tions, comportant une bande d'adhésif (26) le long
d’un cbté de la feuille (10) et, sur l'autre face de la
feuille, une zone sur laquelle peut étre enregistrée
une information, la feuille (10) étant divisée en deux
parties comprenant une premiére partie comportant
le bord supérieur (14), avec la bande d'adhésif (26)
appliquée sur celle-ci, une seconde partie limitée
par le bord inférieur (16) et une ligne de pliage (34)
pour constituer un rabat repliable, la premiére par-
tie pouvant étre repliée le long d'une seconde ligne
de pliage (32) pour clore la feuille avec I'information
a lintérieur de la feuille pliée, caractérisée en ce
que la bande d'adhésif (26) est du type d'adhésif
réutilisable et est située le long du bord supérieur
(14) de la feuille (10) et en ce que des repéres (22)
sont situés sur ladite autre face et au voisinage du
bord inférieur (16) de ia feuille (10) & 'opposé du
bord portant la bande d’adhésit (26), les repéres
(22) étant espacés du bord (16) de la feuille d'une
distance & peu prés égale & la largeur de la bande
d'adhésif (26) et délimitant la ligne de pliage (22), si
bien que la seconde partie de la feuille peut étre re-
pliée pour placer le c6té portant le message ou
autre information a l'intérieur du second pli, et le
bord (14) sur lequel est appliqué I'adhésif est amené
sur le repére (22), aprés quoi la seconde partie de
la feuille peut étre repliée sur I'adhésif pour clore la
feuille pliée.

2. Feuille de matériau suivant la revendication 1,
caractérisée en ce qu'une ligne de perforations (35)
est prévue le long du bord interne de la bande d'ad-
hésif (26) afin de faciliter le repliage ou la suppres-
sion de la bande adhésive (26) aprés que la feuille
pliée a été ouverte.

3. Feuille de matériau suivant la revendication 1
ou 2, caractérisée en ce qu'au moins une feuille
(10a) est pliée sur sa partie supérieure, si bien que
le jeu de feuilles (10) peut étre plié et fixé par pliage
des marges de la feuille supplémentaire (10a), ou
des feuilles (10a, 10b, 10c), pour se trouver au-des-
sous du bord (14) de la feuille inférieure aprés le
pliage, de sorte que la bande adhésive retient en-
semble le jeu plié.

4. Fedille de matériau suivant la revendication 1,
2 ou 3, caractérisée en ce que des bandes supplé-
mentaires d'adhésif (36, 38, 40, 42) sont prévues
sur ladite premiére face de la feuille, disposées de
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fagon qu'aprés le second pliage la feuille puisse
étre repliée une troisiéme fois suivant une ligne de
pliage (48) a angle droit par rapport a la premiére li-
gne de pliage, laissant la bande d’adhésif supplé-
mentaire (36, 38, 40, 42) a lintérieur de la feuille
pliée trois fois, de maniére que les quatre cotés de
la feuille ainsi pliée soient fixés ensemble.
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