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(54) Run-length encoding for a printing system

(57) A run length codeword system which has a set
of codewords, each codeword being one byte. The first
codeword of a run is divided into a 4-bit code part and
4 bits of printing hints. The code part specifies the
source of the data, and the format of the remaining bytes
in the run. The remaining one or two codewords specify
the number of remaining data bytes in the run, or color
values.
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