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CATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 462,054, dated October 27, 1891.

Application filed August 7, 1891, Serial No, 402,015, (No model.)

To all whom it may concerw:
Be it known that I, CovinaToN L. LITTLE-

- TON, a citizen of the United States, residing

Io

15

at the city of Philadelphia, in the county of
Philadelphia and State of Pennsylvania,have
invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Fastenings for Corsets and Analo-
gous Purposes, of “which the following is a
specmcatlon

The principal obJecb of the present inven-
tion is to provide an inexpensive and dura-
ble fasteuing which may besold by the yard
or in sets or lengths suitable for one garment,
and whichis provided with hooks and adapted
for application to the side: bodies of corsets,
dress-waists, and analogous articles for use
in connection with a lacing cord or string.

The nature and characteristic- features of

- my invention will be more fully understood
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from the following description, taken in con-
nection with the accompanying drawings,
forming part hereof, and in which—

Figurs 1 is a plan view of a short piece of
fastening embodying features of my inven-
tion and showing a hook protruding through
the fold of a braid and provided with trans-
versely-ranging shoulders engaging the inte-
rior portion of the fold of the braid, and also
showing a staple or elip inserted through the
braid and through the eyes of the hook and
clinched. TFig. 2 is a transverse section on
the line z = of Fig. 1, showing the staple or
clip inserted through the eyes of the hook and
through both members of the fold of the braid
and clinched. F¥ig. 3 1is a like view showing
the staple or clip inserted through the eyes of
the hook and through only one member of
the fold of the braid and eclinched. Fig. 4 is
an elevation of the staple or clip.. Fig. 5is
an elevation showing the mode of applica-
tion of my improved fastening to corsetsand
analogous articles. TFig. 6 is an elevation of
the braid forming oneof theé component parts

of my improved fastemng, showing the same
thickened at the center thereof for support-
ing theshoulders of the hooks; and Fig. 7isa
transverse section of Fig. 6.

In the drawings, A isone of the hooks form-
ing part of the improved fastening. In the
present instance this hoolk is constructed of
a doubled wire @, having the doubled portion

thereof bent to form a hook ¢®* and haviug
the shank thereof formed by bending the free
ends of the doubled wire upward, as at
into line with the center of curvature of the
bill ¢?, and then separating said wires to form
shoulders ¢, and then bending said wires
parallel with each other, as at ¢’ and then
forming the free ends of the wires into eyes
a®; but the hook A maybe made inany other
preferred manner, the objeet being to pro-

vide square shoulders—i. e., shoulders rang-

ing transverselyof the b111——f01 engaging the
fold of the tape and eyes for the receptlon of
clips or staples, so that the shoulders may
support the draft or strain upon the respect-
ive hooks of the series and so that the staples
or- clips may serve to prevent lateral dis-
placement, or turning of the respective hooks
of the series of hooks.

b is a staple or ¢lip, preferably constructed
by bending a piece of wire having pointed
ends " into the form shown in Fig. 4.  How-
ever, other preferred forms of staples or ¢lips
may be employed.

¢ is a strip of braid, tape, or ribbom, either”

plain or ornamented and of uniform thick-
ness throughout, Figs. 2 and 8, or thickened
or made heavy at the centml portion ¢t as
shown in Fig. 7, either by the introduction of
extra warpsor in any other manner, in order
to increase the wearing qualities and to aug-
ment the strength thereofat the points which
support the shoulders of the respective hooks
without materially increasing the cost of the

tape and without unduly increasing its bulk
at the edges.

In use the bills ¢ of the hooks A are in-
serted throughthe central portion of the braid,
and the latter is then folded over upon itself,
as-shown in Figs. 2 and 3, so that the shoul-
ders ¢* of the hooks « bear upon the interior
of the folded portion of thetapec, whereupon
a elip or staple b isinserted through the tape,
so that each of the clips or staples passes
through the eyes a’ of a hook A and serves
to retain it against end play or rotary motion.

It may be remarked that the fastening de-
vice may be caused .to pass through both
members of the folded tape, as indicated in
Fig. 2, or, if preferred, the fastening device
may be inserted through only one member of
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the folded tape, as indicated in Fig. 3. In
either ease the braid or tape is not cut or in-
jured, because the points of the clip or staple
penetrate it by passing between its compo-
nent threads. After each clip or staple has
been inserted in proper position the points
or prongs b’ thereof are bent back upon them-
selves, or, in other words, are folded in to-
ward the center, so that each of the hooks A
is firmly attached to thetape ¢ by thé contact
of the shoulders with the fold and is held
against end play Ly a clip or staple.

In practicethe hereinabove-described dress-
stay tape may be manufactured entirely by
machinery—that is to say, the tape is folded,
a series of hooks are inserted through the
fold thereof, and the clips or staples are ap-
plied by the automatic operation of a single
machine. ’

_ The preferred mode of .application of my
Improved dress-stay tape isillustrated in Fig.
5, in which it will be seen that a tape ¢ is at-
tached to each of the side bodiesD and D’ of a
garment, it being understood that the hooks
are so placed in the tape ¢ with reference to
each other as thattwo of the hooks are in
alignment at the top and the remaining hooks
arestaggered throughout the other portions of
the garment, so that a cord E may be attached
to one of the upper hooks and then laced into
theothersand drawn tight orloosened without
causing the respective side bodies of the gar-
ment to be drawn, puckered, or otherwise dis-
placed, and the garment may be tightened or

loosened by the simple operation of drawing

or loosening the cord e. Moreover,in use the
parts of the garment which are under the
greatest pressure will cause the slack in the
string to be taken up at such points, thus per-
mitting the garment to expand and affording
the wearer freedom and comfort of movement.
It will be observed that the point of the bill
a* of each of the hooks is located beyond the
edge of the fold of the tape, so that the string
when inserted into place doesnot tend to wear
or fray the edge of the folded portion of the
tape. Moreover, by thisconstruction the bend
of the bill a? lies substantially in a plane with
the uppersurface of the tape, so that the hooks
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do not project above the general plane of the
garment, and therefore do not tend to cause
the outside of the garment itself to become
wrinkled or to present an uneven surface.
Another advantage of this construction is that
the braid itself may be covered with a facing
of the material of the garment, whereby the
finish and appearance of the garment are ren-
dered very attractive.

Having thus described the nature and ob-
jects of my invention, what I claim as new,
and desire to secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. As an improved article of manufacture,
a fastening-tape for corsets and analogous
purposes, consisting of a tape folded on itself
and having perforations at intervals in its
folded edge, in combination with a series of
hooks formed with attaching-eyes, laterally-
extending shoulders, which aresquare at their
front portions and lie coincident with the fold
of the tape and having hooks or bills, the lat-
ter  passed through the perforations in the
tape, and the body or shank of the hook in-
closed between the folds of the tape and se-
cured thereto by staples passed through the
eyes of the hook and upset or clinched, sub-
stantially as described. »

2. As an improved manufacture, a fasten-
ing for garments sueh as corsets and analo-
gous purposes, consisting of a folded tape
thickened at the center thereof, a series of
hooks provided, respectively, with eyes, abill,
and shoulders ranging transversely of said
bill, and clips or staples, said bills being in-
serted through the thickened portion of the
tape, said shoulders being in contact with the
interior of thefold,and the clips or staples be-
ing inserted through the tape and eyes of the
respective hooks and clinched, all substan-
tially as described, and for the purposes set
forth. .

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
signature in the presence of two subscribing
witnesses.

.COVINGTON H. LITTLETON.
Witnesses: '

TaoMAs M, SMITH,
A. B. STOUGHTON.
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