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To all whom 1t may CONCCrr:

Be it known that I, THOMAS H. B. PIERCE,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Dexter, in the county of Pencbscot and State
of Maine, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Adjustable Legs for Tri-
pods, Easels, Stools, and Tables; and I do de-

act description of the invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawing, and
to the letters of reference marked thereon,
which form a part of this specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
folding legs or supports for tripods, easels,
stools, and tables; and the objects of my
improvements are, first, to provide a sliding
frame for holding the upper part of the leg
pivoted against or beside the lower part in
sueh manner that the leg may be lengthened
or shortened by adjusting the same at any de-
sired point, and, second, to afford means for
holding the sliding frame and the several
parts of the leg securely in place when ad-
justed to such desired length. I attain these
objects by the devices illustrated in the ac-
companying drawing, one figure being all
that is necessary to show the different parts.

The figure shows all that part of the upper
and lower portions of a folding leg wh ich con-
cerns this invention. It exhibits the manner
of hinging or pivoting the upper arms upon
the lower or foot part by means of front and
back plates which slide up and down upon
said lower part. It also exhibits the manner
of holding said upper and lower parts firmly
in place when adjusted at any given point
by means of a series of holes or sockets in the
inner sides of the upper parts or arms, which
receive and fit upon a pin extending from
each side of the top of the lower part when-
ever the arms are turned up against the top
of said lower part.

My device consistsin constructing theframe
composed of the front and back plates C C'
and the arms B B’, pivoted between them, one
at each end, by means of the rivets or bolts
E E', and either with or without the central
Dolt, bar, or rivet D, connecting said front
and back plates C C' together through a slot
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in the middle of said lower part A and fitting
the same upon said lower part or foot-piece
A, so as to allow said frame, described as
above, to slide up or down upon said lower
part, the said lower part, if the central rivet,
bolt, or bar D is used, being made with a slot
cut through from front to back lengthwise of
said lower part A to allow the passage of said
rivet, bolt, or bar D up or down through the
same, the purpose of said slot H ' and the
rivet, bolt, or bar D, moving within the slot,
being to guide and control the movement of
the plates C C' and the arms B B upon said
lower part A.

My invention further consists, in combina-
tion with the foregoing, in constructing the
arms or upper parts B B’ with a series of holes
or sockets along their inner sides, a8 shown
by @ G G GG G GG on the arm B in said
drawing, said arm B’ having a like series of
Tholes or sockets to correspond with the arm
B, but not in sight in the drawing, the pur-
pose of said holes or sockets being to impinge
or fit upon the pins F F'in the side of the top
of the lower part A (according as said sliding
frame and arms are moved up or down) and
hold said arms B B’ and said sliding frame,
attached to them, firmlyin place at any point
in which any of said holes or sockets will
come in contact with said pins, all as is more
particularly set forth in the claims.

T am aware that prior to my invention fold-
ing legs or supports for tripods, easels, stools,
and tables have been constructed with upper
parts or arms pivoted in a fixed and arbitrary
position near the top of the lower part and
made to impinge a single hole in the side of
the arm or upper part upon a pin extending
from the side of the top of the lower part, the
purpose of said socket and pin being to steady
the parts and prevent sidewise movement,
and for legs or supports so constructed I
claim no rights as inventor.

T am also aware that extensible legs or sup-
ports have been construeted prior to my in-
vention in sections or parts, of which one was
arranged to slide in a groove in the other or
to slide in a frame or clasp holding the parts
together, such parts being held in place when
adjusted in position by means of thumDb-
serews or a like tightening or pinching device,
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and for legs or.supports so constructed I claim
no rights as inventor.

What I do claim as my invention is—

1. In an adjustable support the combina-
tion of a longitudinally-slotted member hav-
ing pegs projecting therefrom, with a frame
sliding upon said slotted member and having
a bolt engaging said slot, legs pivoted to said
frame and each having a series of holes adapt-

-ed to receive one of the pegs and hold said

legs'in any desired longitudinal adjustment

with reference to said slotted member, sub-

stantially as and for the purpose described.
2. In an adjustable support the combina-

tion of a member having a pin projecting 1g
from the side thereof, with a frame adapted
to slide upon said member; and a leg pivoted
to said frame and having a series of holes in
one side adapted to receive said peg and hold
said leg and member in position; substan- zo
tially as and for the purpose described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

THOMAS H. B. PIERCE.

Witnesses: ‘
ANDREW H. KNIGHT,
Davip H. MUDGETT.




