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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
2,681,128 

GARMENT HOLDER, EOR, WARB)ROBE 
TRUNKS 

Joseph Staffa, Chicago, Il. 
Application September 11, 1952, Serial No. 309,027 

(C. 90-41) 6 Claims. 
1. 

This invention relates to new and useful in 
provements in attachments for Wardrobe trunks 
and the primary object of the present invention 
is to provide means for supporting and retaining 
garments disposed within a trunk in a heatly 
folded position. 
Another important object of the present inven 

tion is to provide an attachment for a, Wardrobe 
trunk including a novel and improved hanger 
that will releasably hold a blouse and skirt or 
pants and a jacket without permitting Wrinkling 
of the two garments supported thereon. 
A further object of the present invention is 

to provide an attachment for a wardrobe trunk 
including supports having swingable outer Sec 
tions which are extended to a substantially hori 
zontal position whereupon garment hanger's may 
be slid thereon and exposed from the trunk. 
A still farther aim of the present invention is 

to provice an attachment for a wardrobe trunk 
of the aforementioned character that is ex 
trennely simple and practical in construction, 
strong and reliable in use, neat and attractive 
in appearance, efficient and durable in use, in 
expensive to manufacture, and otherwise Well 
adapted for the purposes for which the same is 
intended. ... 

Other objects and advantages reside in the 
details of construction and operation as more fully 
hereinafter described and claimed, references 
being had to the accompanying dra WingS form 
ing part hereof, wherein like numerals refer to 
like parts throughout, and in which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the inven 
tion and showing the trunk forming halves in 
open position; 

Figure 2 is a vertical sectional view taken 
substantially on the plane of section line 2-2 
of Figure 1; 

Figure 3 is a front elevational view of one of 
the garment hangers, showing a direSS Supported 
thereon, the skirt of the dress being folded over 
the holding bar, and with dotted lines ShoWing 
the holding bar raised from the dress supporting 
hange portion, 

Figure 4 is a vertical sectional view taken sub 
stantially on the plane of Section line 4-4 of 
Figure 3; 
Figure 5 is an enlarged detail vertical sectional 

view taken substantially on the plane of section 
line 5-5 of Figure 3; 

Figure 6 is a fragmentary top plan view of 
Figure 9; 

Figure 7 is an enlarged detail vertical sectional 
view taken substantially on the plane of section 
line - of Figure 6; 
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Figure 8 is a detail vertical Sectional view taken 

Substantially on the plane of Section line 6-8 
of Figure 1; and, 

Figure 9 is an enlarged view similar to Figure 
1 but showing the curtain raised, the Swingable 
sections of the Support noved to their forward 
position and further showing one of the garment 
hangers moved upon the forward Support Sec 
tio(S. 

iReferring now to the drawings in detail, where 
in for the purpose of illustration, there is dis 
closed a preferred enoodinent of the present in 
vention, the nuneral represents a Wardrobe 
trunk including upper and lower case forming 
members 2 and A whose rear walls are hingedly 
connected, as at 6, whereby the lower member 
nay be swung upwardly in juxtaposition. With 
the upper member. Lateh arms 8 pivotally 
attached to the forward wall of the neimber 2 
aire engageable with keepers 2 on the forward 
wall of member to lock the neinbers 2 and 
4 in juxtaposition. Foiding braces 22 connect 

the rear corners of the members 2 and 4 to 
gether and limit opening novenient of the mein 
ber to a position perpendicular to the nem 
be 2, 
The Outer flanges of a pair of Spaced parallel 

channels 24 are fixedly secured by rivets or the 
like, to the inner faces of the side walls 26 of 
the member 2 and are so located as to be dis 
posed in a horizontal position both When the 
trunk is open as shown in Figure 1 and When 
the naenbers 2 and 4 are locked together with 
their forward Walls facing upwardly in a carry 
ing position. 
Supports 28 are Secured to the channels 24. 

The Supports 28 include inner cylindrical sta 
tionary Sections 3 and outer cylindrical Swing 
able Sections 32. The outer ends of sections 36 
are formed with transverse slots 34 that receive 
tongues 33 at the inner ends of the sections 32. 
Pivots or pins 38 extend through the slotted 
ends of the sections 30 and the tongues 36 to 
permit SWinging in ovement of the sections 32 
toward and away from each other. Spring 
Washers 49 about the pins 38, underlie the tongues 
36 and are biased between the tongues and the 
lower walls of the slots 38 to yieldingly retain 
a rib 42 on the upper face of each tongue 36 
within one recess of a pair of relatively perpen 
dicular recesses 4 in the upper wall of each slot 
34, so that the sections 32 will be maintained 
either coaxial with sections 39 or perpendicular 
thereto. 
The inner flanges of the channels 28 are bent 

to form sleeves 46 that are suitably fixed about 
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the reduced inner end portions of the Sections 
3. The external diameter of the sleeves 6 is 
equal to the external diameter of the forward 
end portions of the sections 38 and the external 
diameter of the sections 32, to provide a sub 
stantially continuous smooth exterior Surface for 
the Supports 28. 
A plurality of garment hangers 43 are renov 

ably and slidably supported on the SupportS 28. 
Each hanger 48 includes an elongated membel' 
53 having a straight upper portion 52 that ter'- 
minates in downwardly facing hooks 54 whose 
bight portions 53 extend upwardly fron the 
upper convexed edge 58 of portion 52. Miembers 
52 also include central vertical neck portions 58 
and shoulder engaging arms 62 that Will be en 
gaged with the shoulder portions of a garnent, 
such as a blouse, jacket, Sweater or the like. 
A horizontal holding bar 84 forins a part of 

each hanger 38 and the bars ovellie edges 56 
and have their ends resting upon the bight por 
tions 55. U-shaped spring clips 8 are engaged 
upwardly over the lower edges of the bars 64 and 
the outturned ends 33 of the clips 66 are dis 
posed in recesses 3 in the sides of the bars 63 
to prevent the same from Snagging clothing On 
the hangers. The upper ends of Vertical pins 
i2 are suitably fixed to the clips 68 and thse piaS 
72 are preferably roughened to be frictionally 
retained in recesses or blind bores 4 provided 
in the bight portions 56. 
A pair of spaced parallel vertical lugs 6 extend 

upwardly from each bar 54. The lugs its may be 
suitably fixedly attached to the bars 65 or these 
lugs may be integrally formed with the bars. 
Lugs 6 will function as stops to prevent or limit 
sliding movement of a garment G engaged On 
the bars. 
The outer ends of the Sections 32 are formed 

With Smoothly rounded flanges 78 that will limit 
the sliding movement of the garment hooks 54 
outwardly froin the meinbers 2 When the sections 
32 are disposed in Spaced parallel relation. 
The inner flanges of lower down Wardly facing 

channels 82 are secured to the inner faces of Side 
Wallis 29 by rivets or the like and parallel the 
upper channels 2.É. The inner fianges of the 
channels 8C are provided with longitudinally 
spaced notches 82 for selectively receiving the 
ends of a cross-bar 84. Bar 88 extends through 
a casing 88 at the lower edge of a flexible curtail 
83 and the upper edge of this curtain is also pro 
vided with a casing 93 and receives a holding rod 
92 terminaily secured to the member 2 adjacent 
the forward wall thereof. 
In practical use of the invention, the trunk 

may be carried to a desired area, for use and then 
SWung downwardly so that member 4 Will rest 
upon a supporting Surface. Arms 8 are then 
released from keepers 2 and the member 2 is 
raised to a vertical position as shown best in 
Figures 1 and 9 of the drawings. 

Sections 32 are swung outwardly and forwardly 
until the ribs or detents A2 enter the longitudinal 
ly extending recesses or detents in the sections 3, 
as shown in Figure 6. 

Next, rod 84 is disengaged from channels 80 
and the curtain 88 folded upwardly and back 
Wardly over the front wall of member 2. 
The hangers 48 are slid forwardly upon the Se2 

tions 32 for exposing the garments and permitting 
a selected hanger to be raised upwardly from the 
support sections 32. 

In order that the garment hangers 8 may be 
removed from the Suit case and Supported on a 
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4. 
rod or the like, small slat hook elements may be 
pivotally attached to the vertical neck portions. 
These hook elements (not shown) may be raised 
when in use and swung alongside of the neck por 
tion in an out of the Way position. When not in use. 
In view of the foregoing description taken in 

conjunction with the accompanying drawings, it 
is believed that a clear understanding of the 
device will be quite apparent to those skilled in 
this art. A more detailed description is accord 
ingly deemed unnecessary. 

It is to be understood, however, that even 
though there is herein shown and described a 
preferred embodiment of the invention, the same 
is susceptible to certain changes fully compre 
hended by the spirit of the invention as herein 
described and the Scope of the appended claims. 

Having described the invention, What is claimed 
aS new is: 

1. For use in a wardrobe trunk having a top 
and Spaced Side Walls, a pair of hanger SupportS 
including Stationary Sections adapted to be se 
cured to the Side Walls and SWingabie Sections 
pivoted to the Stationally Sections, a hanger 
adapted to be slidably and removably supported 
by Said SupportS Cornprising an elongated nein 
ber having downwardly facing hocks at the ends 
thereof adapted to be engaged Over tha SupportS, 
Said member having a downwardly extending 
garment shoulder supporting element at the mid 
portion thereof, a holding bar overlying the nem 
be and neans releasably Securing Said hoiding 
bar to said member. 

2. For use in a Wardrobe trunk having a top 
and Spaced side Walls, a pair of hanger Supports 
including Stationary Sections adapted to be Se 
cured to the side Walls and SWingable Sections 
pivoted to the stationary sections, a hanger 
adapted to be slidably and renovably supported 
by said Supports comprising an elongated men. 
ber having down Wardly facing hooks at the ends 
thereof adapted to be engaged over the Supports, 
Said member having a down Wardly extending 
garment Shoulder Supporting element at the mid 
portion thereof, a holding bar overlying the 
ninember and pins carried by the ends of Said bar 
and projecting laterally therefrom toward said 
member, Said hooks having recesses therein in 
Which said pins are received. 

3. For use in a Wardrobe trunk having a top 
and Spaced Side Walls, a pair of hanger Supports 
including Stationary Sections adapted to be Se 
cured to the side walls and Swingable sections 
pivoted to the Stationary Sections, a hanger 
adapted to be slidably and removably supported 
by said Supports comprising an elongated mem 
ber having downwardly facing hooks at the ends 
thereof adapted to be engaged over the Supports, 
Said member having a downwardly extending 
garment shoulder Supporting element, at the mid 
portion thereof, a holding bar overlying the mem 
ber, means releasably securing said bar to said 
member, Said member having a straight central 
portion. With an upper edge, said hooks having 
bight portions extending upwardly from said up 
per edge to Support the bar above and parallel 
to Said upper edge, whereby a garment may be 
disposed about the bar and behind the member. 

4. For use in a Wardrobe trunk having a top 
and Spaced side Walls, a pair of hanger supports 
including Stationary Sections adapted to be se. 
cured to the Side walls and Swingable sections 
pivoted to the stationary sections, a hanger 
adapted to be slidably and removably supported 
by Said Supports comprising an elongated mem 
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ber having downwardly facing hooks at the ends 
thereof adapted to be engaged over the Supports, 
said member having a downwardly extending 
garment shoulder supporting element at the mid 
portion the1'eof, a holding bar overlying the mern 
ber and pins carried by the ends of said bar and 
projecting laterally therefrom toward said men 
ber, said hooks having recesses therein in which 
said pins are received, spring clips fixed to the 
pins and yieldingly engaged about the bar. 

5. For use in a Wardrobe trunk having a top 
and Spaced side walls, a pair of hanger Supports 
including stationary Sections adapted to be Se 
cured to the side walls and SWingable Sections 
pivoted to the stationary Sections, a hange: 
adapted to be slidably and removably Supported 
by said supports comprising an elongated men 
ber having downwardly facing hooks at the ends 
thereof adapted to be engaged over the Supports, 
said member having a downwardly extending 
garment shoulder supporting element at the mid 
portion thereof, a holding bar overlying the mem 
ber, means releasably securing said bar to said 
member, said member having a straight central 
portion with an upper edge, Said hooks having 
bight portions extending upwardly from said 
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upper edge to support the bar above and parallel 
to said upper edge, whereby a garment may be 
disposed about the bar and behind the member, 
and a pair of Spaced lugs fixed to and extending 
upwardly fron said bar to limit longitudinal slid 
ing rove; ent of a gainent engaged over the bar. 

6. A garment hanger COXiapiising an elongated 
racinber having downwardly facing terminal 
inooks adapted to be slidably engaged over a, 
pair of parallel rails, Said ember having a down 
Wardly extending galent shoulder Supporting 
elensent, at the midportion thereof, said member 
icidirig & Central portion having an upper 
straight edge, Said hooks having bight portions 
extending upwardly from Said edge, a holding 
bar paralleling said edge and resting on said 
bight portions, and means releasably Securing 
the ends of the bar to the bight portions of Said 
hooks. 
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