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. 4 Clalms
1 o

- My -invention relates to merchandise display

containers and, more particularly, to containers

for displaying a plurahty of ﬂat items in stacked

relationship. . .

Still- more speclﬁcally, my xnventlon relates to
devices for displaying such merchandise as
stacked: greeting cards and envelopes, preferably
of a miniature size.

The primary object of my 1nvent10n is the
provision of a-device of the class above-described,
which may be formed inexpensively from a smgle
blank of sheet material.

. A still further object :of my 1nvent1on is the
prov1s1on of ‘& container for dlsplaylng ‘mer-
chandise of the class above-described, which pro-

. vides -a ‘merchandise-receiving well . into which
and:from which merchandise may be qulckly in-
serted and removed.
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(A still further object of my mventlon is- the.

provision of a display container of the class im-
mediately above-described, which. provides means
for - preventing accidental- d1slodgment of. the
merchandise in the well.

A still further object of my. mventmn is the
provision of a container of the type above-de-
scribed,.which provides means for facilitating re-
moval :of the merchandise ;therein,. irrespective
of whethe1 the containers are packed in a larger
container in end-to-end relationship. o

A still -further object of my invention is the
provision: of novel means, in a container of the
class immediately above-described, for permitting
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easy lifting and removal of the individual con-

tainers when said containers are packed in tight
end-to—end relationship 1n a larger display con-
tainer.

The above and still further obJects of my in-
vention will become apparent from the following
detailed specification, appended clalms, and at-
tached drawings. -

Refernng to the drawmgs wherem like char-
acters 1nd1cate like parts throughout the several
views: .

Fig. 1 is a view in plan of the blank from whlch
my novel container is formed;

Fig. 2 is.a view corresponding to Fig. 1 and
illustrating the blank of Fig: 1 in partly folded
contamer-formmg condmon .

Fig. 3 is a view in perspectlve of my novel con—
tainer as seen from the top thereof, the scale be-
ing ‘rediiced Wlth respect to Figs. 1 and 2; ;

Fig. 4 is a view in perspectwe of my novel
container,-as seen. from the bottom- thereof, the
same ‘orrésponding to the scale of Fig. 3;

Flg 5 1s & view in. top plan of a plurahty of
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my,novel containers:in closely-spaced end-to-end
relationship within a master container; and

Pig. 6 is a view in section, taken substantlally
on the line 6-—=6 of Fig. 5.

Referring with greater partlculanty to the
drawmgs, the letter A indicates, in its entlrety,
blarik from which- my novel container is formed.
The: numeral { indicates a generally rectangular
hottom wall element having & 10ng1tud1nally-ex-
tended slit. 2. formed in its central portion. A
front wall-forming element 3 is connected to the
bottom wall-forming member | along:a trans-
verse fold line 4. - Said element 3 is divided into
inner and. outer wall-forming portions 9 and 6
respectively, by the transverse fold line 1. As
shown, a preferably: circular aperture 8 is dia-
metrlcally intersected by the fold line 1. _

~7/An elongated: side wall element 9 is connected
to the bottom wall element + along a longitudi~
nally-extended fold line 10 and extends laterally
therefrom. A generally U-shaped partial upper
wall {1 is connected to the side wall 9 along a
longltudlnally extended fold line 12 and pro-~
jects laterally therefrom. The opposite side of
the partial top wall | { is defined by another longi-
tudmally-extended fold line 13 from which a
second side wall-forming element (4 ‘extends
latera,lly It w111 be noted that side wall elements
9 and 14 are of identical sizes and shape and
each thereof has an ear 15 and (6 Tespectively
projecting forwardly thereof along transverse
fold lines (1. and 8 ‘respectively. Projecting
laterally from side wall-forming eletent {4, dlong .
longitudinal fold line 19, is an anchoring flap 20
having converging sides 21 which ferminate in a
relatively pointed end 22. Also, preferably and’
as shown, the anchoring flap 20, along the con-
verging sides .21, is provided with aligned in-"
wardly-pro;ectmg slits " 23, the importance of
which  will hereinafter become apparent.

Projecting rearwardly from the partial top wall
11, along transverse fold line 24, is a back wall-
forming element 25 having an anchoring lip 26
projécting still rearwardly therefrom along fold
line 21. It will be noted that an aperture 28 is
positioned parfly in the back wall element 25
and partly in the partial top wall element {l.
Also,- it will be noted that the anchoring lip 26
is notched at 29 for a purpose which will also
heremafter become a,pparent

A tongue, identified in its’ entlrety by the
numeral 30, is cut from the partial top wall ¢
along generally diverging lines 31, which termi-

_nafe at fold lines (2 and 13 and are cut from the
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side wall-forming element 9 and 14 along lateral-.
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ly-spaced parallel lines 32, one each of which is
in alienment with the fold lines 12 and 3. At
its extreme back end, the tongue element 30 is
connected to the partial top wall i1 along frans-
verse fold line 33. Forwardly-spaced from the
fold line 33, a distance corresponding to the depth
of the back wall element 25, is another transverse
fold line 34. It will be seen that, when tongue

30 is folded away from the top element 11, along

cut lines 31 and 32, only a generally rectangular

portion 35 adjacent the back end wall element 25,

and laterally-spaced forwardly-projecting web

elements 36, remain. _ »
The formation of my novel display carton or

container from the blank A is accomplished by
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bending the side wall element 9 upwardly with -

respect to the bottom-forming element I, along
fold line (0. Thereafter, the top-forming ele-
ment If, with the tongue 30 attached thereto,
is bent at substantially right angles to side-form-
ing element 8, along fold line 12, whereby the
same overlies the bottom-forming element} { in
spaced parallel relationship thereto (see Fig. 2).
The tongue 30 is then bent along fold lines 34
and 35, whereby that portion thereof between
said fold lines defines the rear end 37 of a dis~
play-receiving well B and the portion 38'fo§'—
wardly of the fold line defines the floor of said
well B.  As shown in Fig. 6, the floor 38 immedi-

ately overlies and rests upon the bottom-fprm-.
ing elemient | and terminates at 39, immediately.

adjacent the fold line 4. Next, the opposite side
wall element i4 is bent at right angles in the
direction of the bottom-forming element [ .and
the ears 15 and 6 are bent inwardly in opposing
relationship. The front wall-forming element 3
is then bent at right angles along-fold lines 4 and
1, whereby to receive, between the inner and outer
elements 5 and -6, the ears 15 and 13.
be noted that the free forward end 38 of the

of the inner wall-ferming portion 5 frictionally

abut each other and tend to hold each other in.

position. ) .
‘ Thereafter, the anchoring flap 20 is bent at

right ‘angles along the fold line 19, as shown’
particularly by Fig, 4, and the pointed end 22 is
caused to be inserted in theslit 2, at which point’

it will be observed that the slits 23 permit that
portion of the bottom-forming-element -f, im-
mediately adjacent the opposite ends of the slit
2, to be received therein to assure locking. Lastly,
the anchoring lip 26 is bent inwardly along the
fold line 21 with a portion thereof underlying the
anchoring flap 20. It will be noted, particularly
by reference to Fig. 4, that the notch 28 aligns
with and enters. into the adjacent slit 23 of the
anchoring flap 28, thus assuring adequate lock-
ing of all parts of the container formed thereby.
It will be noted that, when my novel display
container is fully formed, the circular aperture 8.
becomes ‘a segmental notch 40 which extends
downwardly from the fold line T as shown par-
ticularly by reference to Fig. 3. Notch 40 facili-
tates removal from the display well B of such
compressible stacked items as miniature folded
greeting cards C or the like, and their envelopes,
not shown, by insertion of the forefinger to a
point below the upper most of said cards C. It
will also be noted, particularly by reference to
Fig, 5, that the opposed web elements 36-ade-
quately retain the compressed cards C within the
well B. - : :
Frequently it is desirable-to pack a plurality -of
my novel display containers in a master ‘box: or

It will:
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carton D, in order that a choice or selection of
cards C, differing in color and design, may be
made available to the purchaser. By reference to
Figs. 5 and 6, further advantages of my novel
structure will become apparent. As there shown,
when a plurality of my novel containers are
packed in a master box or container D in end-
to-end relationship, the notches 40 in the front
wall-forming element 3 are‘aligned with and posi-
tioned immediately adjacent the aperture 28, part

‘of which is in the back wall-forming element 25

and part in the partial top wall 11, With this ar-
rangement, the purchaser may readily insert his
finger through the aperture 28 and into the notch
40 for the purpose of withdrawing card C from a
given container in the lower row of containers—or
alternately, he may insert his finger through the
notch 40 and into the opening 28 for the pur-

- pose of removing the entire container in the row

thereabove.

While I have illustrated and described a pre-
ferred embodiment of my novel structure, it is
obvious that the same is capable of modification
without departure from the spirit and scope of
the invention as defined in the appended claims.

‘What I claim is: o

1. A blank for forming a display carton for
greeting cards and the like, said blank including
a bottom wall element, a front wall element con-
nected to said bottom wall element along g trans-.
verse fold line and projecting forwardly there-
from, said front wall element being provided with
2. fold line midway of its length whereby to per-
mit same to be folded double upon itself and de-
fining inner and outer front wall portions, said’
front portion being provided with a circular open- -
ing the center of which intersects the fold line
intermediate said outer and inner end wall por-
tions and defining a notch along the upper edge
of said portion when said elements are folded one
upon the other, a.side wall element projecting lat~
erally from said bottom wall element and con-
nected thereto along a longitudinal fold line, a
partial top wall element projecting laterally from
said side: wall element and connected . thereto
along a longitudinal fold line, a second side wall
element projecting laterally from said partial top
wall element and connected thereto along a lon-
gitudinal fold line, an anchoring flap projecting
laterally from said last-mentioned end wall and
copnecte,d thereto along a longitudinal fold line;
salq_bottom wall being provided with a centrally-
ppsﬂ:ioned slit and said flap having converging
side walls and being provided with opposed in-
qudly—projecting slits ‘inwardly-spaced from its
pointed end, the pointed end of said flap being
adapted to be. received within the slit in said
bottom wall element when said before-mentioned
wall-forming elements are folded to container-
forming positions, the slits in said flap having
locking engagement with the side portions of the
slit ip said bottom- wall element, a back wall-
forming element projecting rearwardly from said
partial top wall element and connected thereto
along a transverse fold line in alignment with
{:he"back of said bottom wall, a locking lip pro-
Jecting rearwardly from said back wall-forming
element and connected thereto along a trans-
verse fold line, said locking lip having g portion
adapted to be received between the locking flap
and the bottom wall element, and a tongue con-
necteq to said partial top wall element on a
fold line extending transversely thereof and for-'
wardly-spaced from the back wall element, said
tongue- having a reduced portion at its rear end
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which terminates in spaced relationship to the
fold line defining the back end wall element.

2. The structure defined in claim 1 in which
sald connected partial top wall and back wall
elements are provided with an aperture which
intersects the transverse fold line separating
same and in which said side wall elements are
provided with forwardly-projecting ears, each
of which is adapted to be received between the
inner and outer portions of the front wall ele-
ment. :

3. A generally-rectangular container for dis-
playing a stack of relatively flat merchandise,
said container comprising a bottom wall, op-
posed side walls, front and back end walls and
a partial top wall connected to said side wallis
and said back end wall, said partial top wall in-
cluding & generally-rectangular portion ad-
jacent the back end wall and laterally-spaced
forwardly-extended web elements connected to
said side walls, said webs terminating in spaced
relation to the front wall, and a tongue con-
nected to said partial top wall intermediate said
web elements and depending therefrom into en-
gagement with the bottom wall, said front end
wall being provided along its upper edge with
a finger notech which facilitates removing of
stacked articles from said container and in which
said partial top wall and back end wall are pro-
vided with connected finger notches which fa-
cilitate lifting of said container by engagement
of the finger with the top wall intermediate said
last-mentioned notch and said depending
tocngue, said first and last-mentioned notches
aligning with each other when a plurality of
said containers are placed in end-to-end en-
gagement in a larger display carton.

4, A generally rectangular container for dis-
playing a stack of sheet-like merchandise, said
container being formed from a single blank of
sheet material and comprising a bottom wall,
opposed side walls, front and back end walls,
and a partial top wall, said top wall being gen-
erally U-shaped and including a rectangular
portion connected to the side walls and said back
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end wall and a pair of forwardly-extending web
elements which terminate in spaced relation to
the front end wall, and a tongue connected to
said partial top wall intermediate said web ele-
ments, said tongue depending from said top wall
into engagement with said bottom wall and from
thence extending forwardly in engagement with
said bottom wall and terminating in close prox-
imity to the front end wall whereby to define
the floor and rear end of an article-receiving
well forwardly spaced from said back end wall,
said front end wall being folded upon itself along
its upper edge whereby to provide an outer wall
portion connected to the bottom wall and an
inner wall portion which projects downwardly

. toward and terminates in close proximity to said
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floor and bottom wall, said front wall being
provided along its central upper edge with a
finger notch which facilitates removing of
stacked sheet articles from said container well,
and in which said partial top and back end
walls are provided with matching finger notches
which facilitate lifting of said container by in-
serting a finger therethrough into engagement
with the top wall intermediate said back end
wall and said depending tongue, said first and
last-mentioned notches aligning with each other
when a plurality of said containers are placed
in end to end engagement in a larger display
carton.
VERNIS G. KNUDSON.
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